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EIGHTH PLENARY session the Polish 


Central which opened 


Warsaw October 19, marked new phase both 
Poland’s internal liberalization and its rela- 


tions Moscow. The dramatic meeting elected 


the highest Party offices persons now committed 
and economic life and the pursuance “national” policies sympathy with, but 
essentially independent of, the USSR. There every indication that the Soviet leaders 
did all their power stem the onrushing tide rebelliousness. Shortly after the 
plenary session had been convened and Gomulka had been chosen head the Party, 
top Soviet Kaganovich, Mikoyan and the pro- 
ceedings and served the Poles with ultimatum backed the threat direct force. 
The Polish Communists, led Edward stood their ground. The Soviet leaders 
defeated their purpose. 


The Poles then brought their session its climax the election new 
buro from which most more willing agents, particular the Soviet-trained 
Defense Minister, Marshal Rokossowski, were excluded. his first keynote speech, the 
new First Party Secretary professed continued friendship for the USSR but predicated 
future relations complete equality between the two Parties and the two countries. Go- 
mulka also warned students and newspaper editors, some the most outspoken advocates 
change, that the Party remain the leading power the land. But stressed that 
the forthcoming elections for new Parliament will held under new, liberalized election 
law. The speech seemed designed outline program relief and reform which 
would surmount the double danger Party disintegration and Soviet 
appears that the current Five Year Plan might revised give more weight con- 
sumer goods people’s welfare. Gomulka suggested that unproductive collective 
farms dissolved, and indirectly gave private farmers new lease life showing 
that they were more productive than the collectivized sector. 


The change Polish Party leadership, severance some the links 
Moscow and the nature the projected domestic program are bound 
cussions throughout the Satellite orbit. Even before the uprising, the Hungarian regime 
and anti-Stalinist intellectuals had already repeated the Polish pattern almost step step. 
Only last Spring, students and writers Czechoslovakia were urging “thaw” that coun- 
try. the example bred real imagined Titoists the Satellite orbit 
Stalinist days, then there all the more reason for the spread “national” Communism 
under present conditions police relaxation, ferment and confusion. Besides, Tito was 
command his own country when broke with Moscow; the Polish Communists, 
the other hand, have shown for the first time that, despite military occupation, despite 
the presence Moscow’s agents the highest organs power, the Soviets could 
made retreat. too early predict whether the long run the Gomulka regime 
will able maintain itself power. But does, the Polish deviation 
create grave problems for the entire Soviet orbit, which Poland tied series 
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closely connected economic and military plans. Conversely, Poland (like 
Hungary) has recently been promised emergency Soviet loan, and “independence” 
may spell added economic difficulties. 


The change Polish leadership, dramatic was, was the logical outcome 
series events which originated with the third plenary session the Central Committee 
January 1955, were reinforced the Twentieth Soviet Congress February 1956, 
and attained greatest momentum reaction the Poznan riots June. Defying the 
official Soviet version that the riots had been organized “imperialists,” the Polish 
regime insisted that the real cause for the insurrection was the disastrous economic situ- 
ation the country, the bungling and “illegal” conduct some local officials, and the 
failure trade union representatives protect the workers’ legitimate interests. The 
trials themselves were open and fair, and the defendants and their lawyers used the oc- 
casion for well-advertised indictment what Gomulka was later describe twelve 
years misrule. 


the same time, Polish critics went further than ever the probing “Socialist” 
reality, questioning long accepted and never disputed tenets Leninism and, indeed, 
Marxism general. The economist Edward Lipinski went far denounce the 
doctrine that “Socialism” automatically entails the collectivization land. Another critic, 
Zochowski, stated that Soviet collectivized agriculture was costly failure and urged 
Poles turn voluntary collectivization and away from this bad example. Polish workers, 
obviously influenced the system, demanded the right institute self-manage- 
ment number factories, and deputies the Sejm pressed for greater freedom de- 
bate and legislative power. The regime reacted all these demands conciliatory manner, 
and reforms were introduced both agriculture and industry. The critics were not rebuked, 
even those who had spoken sharply the USSR. understandable therefore that Mos- 
Pravda should have been particularly irate Polish journalists and writers. Trybuna 
rejection this attack, however, presages even greater amount freedom 
expression under the new regime. 


press, Soviet troops are fighting rebellion Hungary. that coun- 
try, Poland, there had been mounting pressure Communist intellectuals for further 
liberalization. this pressure there was added the demand that Hungary allowed 
pursue national policy. demonstration organized students grew into riot which 
turn sparked bitter nationwide revolt. result, Imre Nagy returned the Premier- 
ship, Erno Gero was replaced Janos Kadar First Secretary the Party and the Polit- 
buro was reconstituted with the addition number Communists. The Hun- 
garian situation differed from the Polish one that the Gomulka regime was able 
contain anti-Communist and anti-Soviet sentiment, whereas Nagy could not. 


These dramatic events took place shortly after former First Secretary Gero and former 
Premier Hegedus had returned from visit Yugoslavia, where contacts with the Yugo- 
Communist League were renewed. Gero was also present the Khrushchey-Tito 
talks which took place Yalta the end September. There has lately been 
sharp increase contacts between Yugoslavs and representatives from the other Satel- 
lites. press comments indicate that the Tito regime, despite Khrushchev’s 
moves, has been actively encouraging further liberalization the area. far, Poland and 
Hungary are the two countries that have made sensational advances along this road; the 
past few weeks there has been general lack change the other countries. 
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MOMENTOUS meeting the 77-member Central Com- 
mittee the Polish United Workers’ (Communist) 
Party got underway Friday, October 19. Before the 
meeting was over, the Polish regime, purged its most 
prominent Stalinists, had taken long stride toward in- 
dependence from Moscow. For three tense days the “lib- 
eral” faction the Party, led former First Party Secre- 
tary Ochab and Premier Cyrankiewicz and reinforced 
the return power Wladyslaw Gomulka, fought off 
the combined efforts Soviet leaders and internal “hard 
line” Communists. Sunday evening appeared that 
the moves aimed the suppression liberalization and 
bringing the country back under firm vassalage the 
Soviet Union had ended failure—at least temporarily. 

From the scattered and mostly unofficial reports avail- 
able this time the chronology events was follows: 
first, during the week Gomulka had preliminary meeting 
with the old Politburo which the regular meeting 
the CC, scheduled for Friday, was the first order 
business the actual meeting that day was the 
election Gomulka and some his friends (including 
Spychalski, later appointed Deputy Defense Minister) 
the Central Committee; then, the entire Politburo submit- 
ted its resignation make way for new leadership; fi- 
nally, that same day, Gomulka was about elected First 
Secretary the Party. this juncture, Soviet leaders 
rushed the scene, interrupting the session before new 
Politburo could elected. The Soviet 
cluded Party chief Khrushchev and three First Deputy 
Premiers—Molotov (who longer Foreign Minister 
and had kept the background recent months) Kagan- 
ovitch and Mikoyan. There were reports that some high- 
ranking Soviet military leaders were also present. 

The Soviet leaders made determined effort, backed 
military force, stop the drift the Polish Party 
away from control Moscow. The 
that their own key people the Politburo, including above 
all Defense Minister Rokossowski, Marshal the Soviet 
Army, retained the reconstituted body. Former First 
Secretary the Polish Party Edward Ochab, speaking for 
the majority his comrades, this ultimatum and 
reportedly threatened break off all contact with the 
Soviets unless the military pressure, which had been mount- 
ing the hour, was countermanded. Simultaneously, 
workers strategic factories were alerted for any emer- 
gency and the Security Corps under General Komar, 
adherent Gomulka only recently released from prison, 
was enlisted the cause the Polish 


Wladyslaw Gomulka, the new First Party Secretary 


The Soviet leaders backed down. Conversations were 
resumed night but the Poles held firm. Sat- 
urday morning the Russians departed, and, though they 
apparently left behind number Soviet military, leaders, 
the Central Committee session forged ahead its climax 
and total victory for the faction. 

the Saturday meeting the main order business was 
lengthy speech Gomulka which clearly 
out the Polish Communists’ intention enlarge 
“thaw” and win independence from Moscow 
next two pages for the more significant excerpts from this 
keynote speech 


spelled 
their 


the 


to 


see 


The following day, Sunday, the victory 
the Party majority led Gomulka, Ochab and Cyran- 
kiewicz was cemented the election Politburo from 
which their opponents were ejected. 

The old Politburo had twelve members: Ochab, Cyran- 
kiewicz, Zawadzki, Zenon Nowak, Roman 
Nowak, Mazur, Jozwiak, Gierek, Zambrowski, Rapacki, 
and Dworakowski. There were three alternate members: 
Jedrychowski, Stawinski, and Chelchowski. Rokossowski, 
the two Nowaks, Gierek, Mazur, Jozwiak and Dworakowski 
were ousted from their positions the CC; three new 
members were elected: Gomulka, Ignacy Loga-Sowinski 
and Jerzy Morawski; one former alternate member, Stefan 
Jedrychowski, was promoted full membership. 

the Sunday meeting new Secretariat the Central 
Committee was also elected, with Gomulka receiving 
unanimous vote for the position First Secretary. Elected 
under Gomulka Secretaries were Jerzy Albrecht, Ed- 
ward Gierek, Witold Jarosinski, Edward Ochab, Wladys- 
law Matwin, and Roman Zambrowski. 


(Continued page 
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Keynote Speech 


are major excerpts from the new First speech, which was released 


the official Polish press service October 21. 


the November Plenum the Party 

Central Committee seven years ago, was last 
speech the members the CC. 
stitute closed historical period. 


these years con- 
deeply convinced 
that those years belong the irrevocable past. There 
has been much evil those years. The legacy that the 
period left the Party, the working class and the nation 
more than alarming certain spheres life. 


Attacks Wrong Investment Policy 


Generally speaking, after the conclusion the Six Year 
Plan, which according its premises was meant raise 
the standard living the working class and the en- 
tire nation, are faced today the first year the 
Five Year Plan with immense economic difficulties which 
are growing from day day. contracted important 
investment credits for the expansion industry and when 
the time came for the payment the first installments 
found ourselves the situation insolvent bankrupt. 
had ask our creditors for moratorium. the 
meantime considerable part these credits the shape 
machines and installations has far found applica- 
tion production and will not find any such application 
for long years come; part these funds has con- 
sidered irrevocably lost. The balance payments the 
Five Year Plan shows considerable deficit despite the 
moratorium. this situation the reality the Five 
Year Plan 

Such facts as have been cited can in mo way be 
passed over silence. For should said clearly that 
the whole pay for the bad economic policy, 


and the working class more affected than others. The 
the Party has failed draw, say the very least, 
the necessary Party consequences with regard to the people 


who bear the results of this state of affairs. 


Stresses Agricultural Crisis 

[In 1955], 78.8 percent farmland was individual 
farms; kolkhozes owned 8.6 percent and State farms 12.6 
total area owned these three types farm. The per- 
centage produced these three types was: individual farms 
83.9 percent, kolkhozes including household plots—7.7 
percent, and State farms including auxiliary holdings 
agricultural workers—8.4 percent. When estimating the 
value overall production per hectare arable land 
individual farms, 621.1 
zloty; kolkhozes, 517.3 zloty; State farms, 393.7 zloty 
constant prices. 


arrive the following figures: 


This is, brief outline, the economic 
picture collective farms. sad picture. spite 
great outlays they had smaller results and greater pro- 
duction costs. need not mention the political aspects 
the problem. 


Describes Bad Living Conditions 


Particular concern must aroused the housing 
problem the countryside. Every year should 
build 150,000 rooms the countryside order main- 
tain the number rooms the 1950 level. This amounts 
some 900,000 rooms for the Six Year Plan; only some 
370,000 were built. must concluded that during the 
Six Year Plan about 600,000 rooms turned into dust. 
The situation not much better the field public 
services, health resorts sanatoria. 

The working class recently gave painful lesson the 
Party leadership and the government, when seized the 
weapon strike and went out demonstrate 
streets Black Thursday, last June. The Poznan workers 
shouted powerful voice: Enough! This cannot 
any longer! Turn back from the wrong road! The 
Poznan workers did not protest agairist People’s Poland, 
against Socialism. They protested against the evil 
which was widespread our social system against 
the distortion the fundamental principles Socialism. 

The clumsy attempt present the painful Poznan 
tragedy the work imperialist agents and provoca- 
teurs was politically very naive. The causes the 
Poznan tragedy and the profound dissatisfaction the 
entire working class are found ourselves, the 
leadership the Party, the government. The jug- 
gling with figures which showed percent rise liv- 
ing standard during the Six Year Plan proved failure. 
only exasperated people more. 


Outlines New Policies 


The 20th CPSU Congress stimulated turn the 
cal life the country. People began straighten their 
backs. Silent, enslaved minds began shake off the poison 
mendacity, falsehood and hypocrisy. The rigid cliches, 
previously predominant Party platforms and public 
meetings, well the press, began give place 
creative, living words. Above all, the working people 
wanted know ail the truth, without any embellishments, 
any omissions. the situation which arose following the 
20th Congress, when was necessary act quickly and 
consistently, draw conclusions from the past, 
the masses with all frankness and tell them the truth 

the Party leadership failed work out quickly line 
deal our people’s government, the organization our 
industry, the methods work the State and Party 
apparatus. necessary, short, replace all the bad 
parts our model Socialism. must tell the 
hard truth the working class: cannot afford any 
more serious wage increases, for the string has been 
strained such degree that can 
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With regard collective farms, the basically sound ones 
should assisted repayable investment credits, and 
all forms State grants should abolished. Collectives 
which have poor chances development and which bring 
only economic loss should not granted credits, but 
rather the members such cooperatives should con- 
fronted with the problem dissolving the collective. 
The joining collective farms voluntary. This excludes 
not only threats psychological compulsion, but also eco- 
nomic compulsion. Tax assessments and the establishment 
quota deliveries can also instruments economic 
Why should not, for instance, the 
Progressive Movement compete with the search fo: 
and the realization forms cooperative farming? 
poor idea maintain that only Communists 


compulsion. 


Socialism, only people holding materialist social views. 
have mind the abolition quota deliveries which 


Advocates Different Roads Socialism 


How did happen that our Party permitted the 
many distortions the recent past arise? look 
for long time find the answer. contained the 
problem the roads leading the construction So- 
cialism, well the shaping model for Social- 
ism. What constant Socialism boils down the 
abolition the exploitation man man. The roads 
achieving this goal can and are different. The 
model Socialism can also vary. can like that 
the Soviet Union. can shaped manner seen 
Yugoslavia. can different After the Second 
World War the Soviet Union ceased the only country 
building Socialism. People’s China and number the 
People’s Democracies, including Poland entered the 
world arena. The mutual relations between the Parties 
and States the Socialist camp not and should not 
give any cause for complications. 
should built the principles international working 
class solidarity, mutual confidence and equality 


assistance, mutual, friendly 


rights, mutual granting 
criticism. Within the framework such relations each 
country should have full independence, and the rights 
each nation sovereign government independent 
country should fully and mutually respected. This 
how should and would say that this how 


beginning be. 


Reinterprets 


Stalin, the leader the Party and the Soviet Union, 
formally recognized all the above principles. not 
only recognized them, proclaimed them. fact, how- 
ever, these principles could not fit within the framework 
what makes the cult the individual. The cult the 
individual was not confined solely Stalin. certain 
system which prevailed the Soviet Union and which was 
grafted probably all Communist Parties, well 
number countries the Socialist camp, including 
Poland. The essence the system was the creation 
individual hierarchic ladder cults. the block So- 


cialist States Stalin stood the top this hierarchic ladder. 
All those who stood lower rungs the ladder bowed 
their heads betore him. Those who bowed their heads were 
leaders the CPSU and the leaders 
the Soviet Union, but also the leaders the Communist 


not only the 


and Workers’ Parties the countries the Socialist camp 
The latter, that is, the First Secretaries the Central Com- 
various countries, who sat 


mittees the Parties 
the second rung the ladder the cult the individual, 
donned turn the robes infallibility and wisdom. But 
their cults radiated only the territory their own coun- 
tries where they stood the top the cult ladder. 
This national cult could called only 
hance, a borrow d light. It shone as the moon does. None- 
theless was all powerful the sphere its action. 

The bearer the cult the individual was omniscient, 
knew how everything, solved everything, directed 
everything and decided everything within the sphere his 
activity. was the most intelligent man, regardless 
his personal knowledge, capacity, other personal qual- 

Under the system the cult the individual the Party 
whole could act independently only within the frame- 
work subordination the chief cult. someone at- 
tempted transgress these limits was threatened with 
excommunication his comrades. the matter con- 
cerned a whole Party, it was excommunicated by the re- 
maining Communist Parties. Under such conditions, could 
the mutual Party and State relations the Parties and 
countries the People’s Democracies the one hand and 


the CPSU and the 


shaped 


Soviet Union the other 


iples equality? Clearly not. was 


prevented the system the cult the individual, 


system organized with precision, crushing every independ- 


ent Socialist 


Poland, too, tragedy occurred when innocent people 
were sent their deaths. Many others, including Com- 
munists, were imprisoned, often for many years, despite 
their innocence. Many people were submitted 
tortures. Terror and demoralization were widespread. 
the soil the cult the individual phenomena arose which 
violated and even nullified the most profound meaning 
the people’s power. have put end this system, 
rather, are putting end once and for all. Great 
appreciation should expressed the 20th Congress 
the CPSU whi 


1 


Although the system the cult the individ- 


ual was born in the Soviet Union, this does not mean that 


this system 


blame for all the evil which happened Poland can 
put Stalin, the CPSU the Soviet Union. also 
had our own domestic variety Beriaism. These are mat- 
ters which require more thorough investigation and 
clarification. The leadership the Party should set 
commission inquire whether the cases people who 
are now being rehabilitated and who were arrested the 
past the instruction with the agreement the 
buro part the Politburo, there were instances 
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Biographies New Politburo Members: 
Wladyslaw Gomulka 


1905 Krosno Southearstern Poland, Go- 
mulka comes from family. joined the 
Party his early youth and, 1932, was sentenced 
years imprisonment for his activities. During the 
war was German-occupied Poland and became the 
chief organizer the Communist underground Party 
that area. 1943 was made Secretary-General the 
Central Committee. was the first head the 
wartime Polish Party have arisen native soil: his 
two predecessors had been sent from Moscow. 

Gomulka continued lead the Party until September 
1948, when was superseded Bierut. November 
the following year was removed from the Central 
Committee and the Polish Parliament deprived him his 
immunity October 1951. was then flung into jail 
but never tried. His rehabilitation was officially confirmed 
the Seventh Plenum the Central Committee July 
1956, when the charges against 
pro-Titoist sympathies, “nationalism” and advocacy co- 
operation with non-Communist leftist parties 
scinded. 


were re- 
Gomulka was the government from “libera- 
tion” 1949 First Deputy Premier. 


Stefan Jedrychowski 


DRYCHOWSKI was born 1910, Warsaw, well-to- 
middle-class family. studied Wilno, graduating 
from the law school 1932. taught the University 
after his graduation and that time wavered between 
the extreme left and the extreme right. 1936 joined 
the Party and served defense lawyer for Communists, 
including Jerzy Putrament, now prominent journalist 
only recently attacked Moscow’s Pravda. Jedrychowski 
was first editor Wilno the early part the war, 
later became member the Lithuanian Parliament after 
occupation the Baltic countries the USSR. volun- 
tarily became Soviet citizen, member the Soviet 
Communist Party and member the Supreme Soviet 
delegate from Lithuania. 

1943 Jedrychowski was one the original organizers 
the Union Polish Patriots the USSR, the body 
which then formed Polish army. the Lublin Com- 
mittee 1944 (the precursor the first postwar Govern- 


ment), was chief propaganda. June 1945, the 
Government National Union (with non-Communists 
was made Minister Shipping and Foreign Trade. 
has been member the Central Committee during 
all the postwar years, and was appointed alternate mem- 
ber the Politburo July 1956. From 1950 July 1956 
was one the Deputy Chairmen the State Plan- 
ning Commission, since then has been Chairman 
this Commission post long held the now deposed 
Minc). has also been Deputy Premier since 1952. 


Jerzy Morawski 


now his early forties, one the most 
brilliant the younger Polish Communist leaders. 
was active the underground during the war. its 
end, 1945, became one the main organizers 
the Communist youth organization (the Union Fighting 
Youth). 1948, after the merger with other youth 
groups under the name Polish Youth Association (ZMP), 
became one the two Deputy Chairmen the new 
organization. this time was also made alternate 
member the Central Committee. became regular 
member this body after the Party Congress 1952. 
January 1955 was elevated the post Secretary 
the Central Committee the Party. His specific job 
was control the press and propaganda and for time 
was editor-in-chief the Party paper, Trybuna Ludu. 
Under his supervision the cult the individual was de- 
nounced long before similar move was made the 
Soviet Congress this year. 


Ignacy Loga-Sowinski 


origin. Communist from Lodz before the war, 
spent three years prison for his political activities. 
was member the Communist underground during the 
war. After the war organized the Party Lublin 
Province and later became Provincial Secretary Lodz. 
was full member the Central Committee until 
1948, when was demoted alternate member, posi- 
tion maintained the 1952 Congress the Party. 
that time was completely dropped from the Central 
Committee. Though never jailed, was known have 
been—and apparently still is—an adherent Gomulka. 
was elected the Sejm from Lodz 1947. 


Ousted From Politburo: 


y 
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Konstanty Rokossowski Zenon Nowak 


Franciszek Mazur 


Franciszek Jozwiak 


Wladyslaw Dworakowski 
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number dramatic anti-regime demonstrations have taken place recent months 
many parts the Soviet Empire—in Georgia, the Ukraine, Poland and also Hungary. 
counterpart violent near-violent popular outbursts, the post-Stalinist era, 
and particularly the era that dawned with the Twentieth Soviet Congress Febru- 
ary this year, has witnessed the spread mass resistance workers 
ants who, through strikes, slow-downs, outright refusal comply with existing 
regulations, have sought better their economic lot. course there has always been 
resistance the people the injustice Communist rule, but Stalinist days such 
resistance was mainly either outright armed opposition (mostly “outlaw” bands 
which roamed the countryside) passive. What notable the current situation 
that much the opposition taking place within the relaxed limits so-called Com- 
munist legality and that, consequently, the regimes have had admit its existence. 
The following but sampling the kind unofficial reports unrest brought 


the West recent eyewitnesses these events; for each country official regime com- 
ments (in italics) have been added. Unrest also reported from Bulgaria and Romania. 


Poland 


REFUGEE who left Poland some time before the Poznan 

uprising declared that the events Poznan were 
expected”: the working people, said, have protested 
many times against their living and working conditions, 
which apparently deteriorated markedly May. that 
time government decree stopped payment overtime 
was not published thus removing the workers’ 
only possible recourse for augmenting their meager basic 
pay. Monthly paychecks dropped considerably. Thousands 
workers’ families faced destitution. the same time 
unemployment rose. According the refugee, every worker 
who refuses accept jobs assigned him Western 
Poland—and most refuse such jobs—is summarily fired, 
thus swelling the army the jobless. 

The refugee reported more less continuous state 
unrest among workers the ports Gdynia and 
Gdansk and the collieries Silesia. Last Spring work- 
men the Gdansk shipyard and other industrial enter- 
prises walked out and organized public meetings asking for 
improvement their standard living. There were 
serious disturbances that time because the authorities did 
their best appease the workers with promises, which 


however were not immediately fulfilled. meetings 
Silesian collieries, the miners called for more food supplies 
the home market and higher wages. The fact that there 
were street riots was believed due mainly the 
arrival from Warsaw the head the State Council, 
Aleksander Zawadzki, rather more popular than his col- 
leagues with the Silesian workmen. Another factor which 
prevents open rioting the presence Soviet military de- 
tachments Silesia. 

Warsaw mounting tension and agitation led strikes 
several large Warsaw enterprises early May. One 
the larger strikes reportedly took place the Prasa 
printing works. The plant was immediately surrounded 
security police troops, who questioned all the striking work- 
ers and asked them why they had decided strike. The 
answer was: “We are starving and want higher pay.” 
Not single striker was arrested, according the refugee. 

said further that workers organized street demonstra- 
tions front the Warsaw Labor Exchange Office, which 
the workers presumably felt had not taken enough action 
the unemployment situation. the Labor Exchange build- 
ing located the center the city, all the foreigners 
residing Warsaw could expected witness the dem- 
onstrations. order prevent the unfavorable publicity, 


Rising ide Unrest Before Latest Upheavals 
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the authorities, according the refugee’s information, tem- 


porarily abandoned the Labor Exchange building and 


novea 


its departments different houses the outskirts 


country the Western Territories believed 
another center general unrest and hostility toward 
regime. This district was settled chiefly Poles from 
the areas annexed the Soviet Union. After the deporta- 
tion the German population from the Western Terri- 
these settlers took the farms which, 
most cases, were destroyed during the war and required 
much work put them good condition. After Gomulka’s 
dismissal (1948), the regime started intensive collectiviza- 
tion that part Poland, depriving the peasants 


land virtually 


sources report that strikes occurred the 

Polish fishing vessels the beginning June 
and “Raba’” at the end of July. Both strikes took place 
while the trawlers were Gdynia harbor. 

strikers were protesting percent reduction 
their maintenance allowance and were dissatisfied with 
their earnings. Both crews accused the management the 
costs the expense the workers and claimed that 
through inefficient unloading the trawlers the fishermen 
lost days sea, thereby reducing their earnings half. 

result the strike the “Bzura,” the percent 
cut the maintenance allowance was restored. Although 
the management tried avoid leakage in- 
formation about the strikes the public, news was passed 


word mouth other trawlers and the inhabitants 
Gdynia. 


ADIO WARSAW, July disclosed that two industrial 

enterprises—an unnamed Warsaw factory 
chemical works stoppages took place 
May result trade union action protest against 


“glaring omissions which jeopardize workers’ health and 


tives. 

The question trade union commissions’ right sus- 
pend work was raised seven employees the Power 
Industry Trade Union. Their opinion expressed the 
Union Conference was quoted Radio Warsaw fol- 
lox 

“The Central Council Trade Unions obtained legal 
permit for commissions work supervision close 
the working establishment cases where the working con- 
ditions are particularly dangerous workers’ safety. 
think that trade unions should show greater determination 
demanding the administration fulfill the just require- 
ments, should flagrant cases violation the law and 
abuse authority apply wider scale such forms 
convening meetings, sending delegations the 
Party authorities, seeking intervention Parliament and 
pressing for extraordinary meetings the appropriate 
trade union authorities, etc. This would prevent such cases 
that which took place the Poznan Electric Plant, 


where for several years the question coal and gas alloca- 
tions for the Plant workers went unsettled. would also 
facilitate settlement the question workers’ protective 
clothing more quickly and efficiently. 

“It fact that the first years after in- 
dependence was regained, trade unions were able achieve 
more than present, and that their position was entirely 
different from what now. This was due the fact that 
that time the trade unions were working independenily. 


The present appeals for independence are often only plati- 


ARTICLE conditions Poland’s Citizens Militia 

(MO) and the population’s attitude toward it, Slowo 
Ludu, organ the Kielce Province Party Executive Com- 
mittee, described demonstration which took place 
Skarzysko June The paper said that the demonstra- 
tion was preceded the following incident: about 
p.m. drunken soldier accompanied several colleagues 
approached, was struck the face the soldier. The 
drunken soldier was taken headquarters militia 
patrol. 

According the paper, several minutes after the return 
the patrol “largish” crowd, composed mainly workers 
from the metal plant, had assembled front the militia 
headquarters. There were hostile shouts “down with 
Beria’s henchmen,” “release the and “enough 
persecution citizens.” Someone gave the sign and the gate 
trembled under pounding fists. The atmosphere became 
heavy with brewing storm. The man duty, Staff 
Sergeant Jan Biskup, took risky decision, said the paper. 
went out and faced the demonstrators. appealed 
their “common sense and their feeling fear.” worked. 
According the report sent the militia 
Skarzysko the provincial headquarters, about 300 per- 
sons had taken part the demonstration. 

The paper commented: “Cases hostile demonstrations 
toward militiamen are not rather typical 
phenomenon nowadays. Let analyze the Skarzysko in- 
cident. Probably one will with the observa- 
tion that would have been impossible for 300 scoundrels, 
enemies, people who have entered into conflict with the 
law and are antagonistic toward the militia, have as- 
sembled within few minutes front the militia head- 
quarters. The majority the demonstrators were honest 
people, acting under the influence mob hysteria. 

“Nevertheless, was not accident that the demonstra- 
tion took place not under the windows school co- 
operative, but front the City Headquarters. But 
strange that merely the appearance militia patrol 
could this case the cause such serious disturbance. 
Well, then, what? can explain the genealogy the 
demonstration coming from causes general na- 

“One the militia officers Kielce frankly told 
that: ‘The Third Plenum the Polish Party Janu- 
ary knocked down the militia, and the XXth Con- 
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gress the Soviet Party February finished 

“One cannot praise the Skarzysko demonstrators but 
one cannot pin the guilt only them and 
historical changes. criticism not being kept proper 
proportions? Maybe. However, must not forget that 
after long period silence there comes period exag- 
gerated free expression hitherto hidden Pro- 
portions? Even the militia disregarding them. During 
the past months the man the uniform has gone 
the other extreme. previously there had been exces- 
sive discipline concerning the maintenance the public 


Czechoslovakia 


HAS BEEN reported that two-hour work stoppage took 

place March the Stalin Works, large motor 
fuel plant, Zaluzi near Most. This spontaneous work 
stoppage was aimed chiefly against the director the 
plant, and his helpers the shop committee, who told the 
workers that the management could not afford pay 
special bonus for work done the open during bad 
weather. Management further maintained that even over- 
time could not paid extra rates, the argument being that 
was not ordered work but voluntary effort the 
workers. 

Although the workers were upset, most them expected 
that the management would change its mind the last 
moment. However, payday, March they found that 
they had bonus and some even had pay deducted for 
time spent shovelling snow management’s orders. 
Groups arguing workers collected and work was inter- 
rupted for two hours. 

similar strike reportedly took place the same day 
nearby Most. Both strikes were ignored the police. 


Austrian sources strike this Spring the 
second largest Czechoslovak steel works, the SONP 
works Kladno, forced the regime introduce changes 
working conditions these plants. 


SPECIAL SESSION the Foundries and Ore Mines 
Employees’ Trade Union was held Prague July 
24, under the chairmanship Deputy Minister Bohumil 
Joch. According first-hand account this meeting, 
Joch was shouted down angry delegates when, his 
speech, said that doubted that foundries and ore 
mines could afford shorten the working week hours 
(under the recent government decree). The actual work- 
ing week, said, was hours, and reduction ten 
hours become effective October 1956, presented 
“very complex problem.” 

Further discontent was voiced when the delegates 
learned that only ten employees had been discharged dur- 
ing the drive reduce the administrative apparatus. 
had been expected that some clerical employees, former 


workers, would return production, hope not borne out 
events. 

The close the meeting was marred disturbance 
provoked suggestion member the Central 
Committee the Union that young people hitherto barred 
from foundry work might now employed foundries 
where the labor shortage acute. The only concession 
work norm. Most the delegates loudly protested against 
the Communists’ readiness employ children and young 
people foundries, thing unheard Czechoslovak 
trade union history. 

This concluded the meeting, the ending being 
merely gesture. The Communist functionaries continued 
discussion well into the night. 


information indicates that women employed 
the canning factory Znojmo (in South- 
ern Moravia) were given notice August for having 
protested against non-payment overtime work. The next 
day their co-workers proclaimed half-hour strike. the 
meantime the District National Committee ruled that the 
dismissals were unjustified. The engineer who had author- 
ized the dismissals was removed from his post. 


the Czechoslovak regime decreed raise 
premiums unskilled miners last May, the increase 
has not yet appeared the miners’ paychecks, according 
informed sources. Discontent particularly acute the 
Petr Cingr and Stalin coal mines Ostrava, where pro- 
test meeting was reportedly held September and 155 
mine workers went out two-hour strike. 


and work stoppages protest against wage 
policies Czechoslovak factories led Antonin 
Zapotocky make the foliowing statements the Septem- 
ber meeting the Central Committee the Communist 
Party Czechoslovakia 


) - 


Rude Pravo 


“Because lack clarity and misunderstanding the 
correct principles compensation for work, there arises 
plants various disagreements which sometimes end 
partial even several-hour-long strikes. From this point 
view also the educational role the trade was 
not correctly understood fulfilled, and the question 
against whom one strikes today has not been clearly pre- 
sented. Against what class strike waged today 
working class the ruling class and almost all the means 
production belong it? 

“The strike undoubtedly old weapon labor and 
the right strike old achievement workers. the 


class struggles the working class list 


st the cat ita 
exploiters this weapon played its great But 
not consider correct and definitely condemn the 


notion—and necessary that the trade union organiza 


Janiza- 


; 


tion emphasize this expressly each case—that disputes 
which can arise even today between employees and ad- 
ministrations solved strikes. The trade union organ- 
ization today has sufficient rights and means work out 
such disputes, which arise not out class differences but 
bureaucratic errors, without production disturbances and 
strike conflicts. work stoppages occur even today in- 
dicative unsatisfactory work the trade organiza- 
tion and primarily unsatisfactory work Communists 
this organization. Therefore necessary emphasize 
and make clear that the RTUM Trade Union 
does not consider correct use strikes 
defense against bureaucratic 


Hungary 


LOWING the settlement the trade reparations agrec- 
ment with Yugoslavia May 29, under which Hungary 
agreed deliver million dollars worth industrial 
products over five year period, there have been reports 
workers’ demonstrations and sabotage protest against 
being forced send their production abroad payment 
for economic injuries inflicted Yugoslavia after the 1948 
break. result, the reparations program has been re- 
portedly behind schedule such plants the Crane Fac- 
tory and the Ganz Railroad Car Factory. Inscriptions 
protesting the payments were discovered packages 
crane parts Yugoslav authorities and reported Hun- 
gary; since then crane parts have been packed the pres- 
ence police officials, said. 

The Ganz factory delivered contracted stone-crushing 
equipment after considerable delay. The equipment had 
been damaged assembly, and several parts had 
replaced. 

Attempts have been made “educate” the workers out 
these sentiments holding production conferences 
which the reparations were discussed. The regime activists 
announced that was the “moral duty” the Hungarian 
people pay the reparations; workers countered that the 
reparations represented intolerable burden the Hun- 
garian economy, and were the result the regime’s at- 
tempt buy its way back into the good graces the 
Yugoslavs after the years Stalinist attack. 


rioting against State collection agricul- 
tural delivery quotas were reported from Hungary 
early autumn. August and State collection 
brigades arrived Csabacsud (in the Hungarian Great 
Plains) with police escort and attempted extract delivery 
from the independent farmers. Enraged women 
gathered one the farms and attacked the collection 


agents with hoes and rakes. The local police proved in- 
effectual against them that the agents had flee the 
scene. The local police chief called the town Szarvas 
for reinforcement. The arriving police, however, had orders 
take all measures calm the excited people. The au- 
thorities called halt the forcible collection delivery 
quotas and announced that investigation would made 
into the arbitrary methods employed the agents. 

open conflict erupted also the community 
Ujiraz where the collection agents, with police assistance, 
reportedly broke open the grain stores and, without even 
weighing the crop, loaded military truck. pro- 
test against such methods force the Local Council re- 
signed September The Ujiraz police were reinforced 
and committee was sent down the Ministry Crop 
Collection investigate the case. 


FOLLOWING verbatim account production con- 
ference which took place the Matyas Rakosi Works 

Csepal appeared Nepszava (Budapest), August 
“When Jozsef Horvath, chairman the shop committee, 

opened the meeting, one could sense that something un- 


usual was about happen the Csepel Martin Fur- 
RACE... 

“When the opening report came close 
‘forest’ hands went up. 

“From the remarks transpired that the workers were 
troubled problem not the agenda, problem which 
was not even mentioned the talks}. 

““We have been discussing for months, said stove 
builder Ferenc Vincze annoyed voice, ‘the fact that 
our system wage computation very complicated. 
never know what basis our earnings rise 

“When Chairman Horvath rose speak the workmen 
eagerly watched for what would have say concerning 
the matter. 

everybody interested in, started, 
why the other fellow gets two thousand forint when 
himself gets one thousand forint, whereas would 
better work harder.’ 

not true, our best,’ could heard from 
several workers. 

before has anyone harshly attacked the wage 
computation roared Horvath. 

are right? 
interrupted. 

speaking shouted Horvath. ‘When finish, 
you, Comrade, may ask for the floor.’ 

Parliament questions can asked while Min- 
ister speaking, then cannot forbidden the 
same, because have right ask declared 
Foreman Lengyel.” 


Answer this question!’ voice 
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reads: “Football the most popular sport Hungary. Everywhere you see groups children playing football the play- 


streets and playgrounds. This spring, for children aged from 12, Street Championship was organized. There were invited 


take part the children 110 streets Budapest. The picture shows young football players marching the opening ceremonies.” 


Hungary (Budapest), No. 1955 


Before the Olympics 


Review Sports the Satellites 


“Under the bourgeois regimes sport was pastime 
playboys, and also served for the exploitation, chauvinistic 
incitement and brutalization men—as still and does 
capitalist countries. Romania sport has become the 
property the masses. Scinteia (Bucharest), June 26, 
1952 

“The victories gained the athletes our country 
international contests, and the world records they have 
won, are convincing testimony the advantages the 
Soviet system physical education and the Soviet ad- 
vanced school sport.” Pravda (Moscow), July 18, 1954 


Facts about Communist athletics familiar 

everyone are the politicizing sports and the fearsome 
bulk the women athletes. Every international event 
which Soviet Satellite athletes compete produces the 


usual crop stories about athletes surrounded 
litical guardians, Communist boasts that their victories 
are victories for dialectical materialism, Communist 
complaints (or least innuendo) that their defeats were 
the result capitalist machination. 

This latter sort churlish childishness, which recurred 
amusingly the recent affair London the female Rus- 
sian discus thrower Nina Ponomareva, the stolen hats and 
the cancelled track meet, only superficial aspect 
the development athletics Communist countries. The 
regimes have paid good deal attention 
for number reasons. must remembered that the 
dominating social factor the last ten years Eastern 
Europe has been massive industrialization and consequent 
massive shift population from rural urban environ- 
ment. Athletics, either participated sport spec- 
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Caption reads: “Time 


perfect rhythm being maintained 


or skirts, the 


many 
trousers 


after time more than 16,000 gymnasts took part these mass displays the arena the great Strahov Stadium, 
loudspeakers below ground level. 


Dressed contrasting colors and shades vests and 


gymnasts, carefully devised movements, gave constantly changing picture flashing colors and geometrical 


forms. From start finish the Spartakiade vast crowds filled the Strahov Stadium until, closing day, mighty gathering 


quarter million enthusiastic people filled the stands from end end.” 


Czechoslovak Life (Prague), September 1955 


tacie, 


have served provide much the necessary mini- 


mum entertainment for population suddenly uprooted 
from its traditional ways and flung into the iron mold 
intensive The 


this, keep health, compensate with circuses for 


industrialization. regime has encouraged 
lack bread, and win what good will was possible. 
However although the political forces and political mo- 
tivations Communist athletics leap immediately the 
Western 


development sports; another element 


eye, they are merely one element the rapid 
sport-con- 
sciousness different from that any Western country. 
the ultimate test Olympic competition, Soviet and 
Satellite athletes have done remarkably well. 


Organization and Bureaucracy 


GENERAL form organization athletics fol- 
there National General Central Com- 
mittee over-all charge sports and physical educa- 


lows: 


tion; below this the usual bureaucratic proliferation 
committees for the various geographic divisions and sub- 
divisions; the base the pyramid are the local sports 
clubs and teams, generally centered factory 
economic enterprise, ministry government organ, youth 


organization, school village club. addition the armed 


services, including the political police, strenuously promote’ 


participation and competition athletics. 

The Polish example gives indication the thorough- 
ness with which, bureaucratic theory any rate, this 
The General 
Committee Physical Culture headed Wlodzimierz 
Reczek, formerly Deputy Chairman the Party Central 
Committee Organization Bureau. 


organizational structure covers the country. 


The General Committee 
oversees five divisions comprising the Sports 
Union: the military division made Military 
Sports Clubs (16 District Clubs, Central Club War- 


saw); the division embracing the Ministry Educa- 


tion, the Ministry Science and all university level 
schools, making the University Sport Union; the 
Bezpieka (Security Police) division, including the sports 
clubs (secret police), the People’s Militia, the In- 
ternal Security Corps and the Frontier Defense Guard; 
the People’s Sports Union, composed sports clubs 
attached the Peasants’ Self-Help Organization; the 
largest division, that the trade unions, including seven 
sports organizations: Employees, Cooperatives, Miners, 
Steelworkers, Building Industries, Railway Workers and 
Textile Workers. 

very likely that the number spare-time athletes 
has risen sharply under the Communists, particularly 
such countries Romania and Bulgaria, where there was 
relatively little organized athletics before the war. 
Czechoslovakia, possible that there are fewer persons 
enrolled sports clubs and probable that there are 
active; the Sokol sports organization was 
widely and enthusiastically supported part prewar life. 
The Communists did not destroy the organization, but 
they split it; presently, the Sokol name applied only 
the organization sports clubs rural areas. 


Much Money Spent 


The regimes have put considerable sums money into 
the organization sports, especially considering that the 
past eight years have been period deliberately low liv- 
ing standards and intense application the national re- 
sources the construction industry. Czechoslovakia, 
for example, the 1956 budgetary allocation for sports and 
physical culture almost 188 million koruny (over 
million dollars official exchange rates). Hungary, 
almost 4,500 athletic fields varying sizes and facilities 
have been built since 1945, including the huge 100,000- 
capacity Budapest Stadium. This was originally 


completed the Spring 1954; the regime was 
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anxious get into operation that the stadium was opened 
August 1953 only partially finished. Plans are cur- 
rently being made for new indoor gymnasium and sports 
center, the largest Europe. 

Poland, Trybuna Ludu December 1955, 
boasted about the progress made the expansion ath- 
letic activities: 

“In 1938 had 521,000 members sports organiza- 
tions; 1949 only 410,000. Today—1,530,000 
this despite the decrease the country’s population 


and 


pared prewar years|. The increase occurred not only 
sports were available primarily the children wealthy 


Now 


athletics are mostly workers and 


athletes 
well-to-do parents, rarely children. 


those who engage 
peasants. The People’s Sport Union for village youth has 
total membership more than 540,000; before the war, 
well known, the village population did not engage 
sports, and 1949 the Union’s membership was only 119,- 


000. This perhaps one our greatest achievements. 


Fancing students in the secondary schoo! named after Ferenc Rakdczi li 


Picture and caption from Hungary No. 12, 1955 


athletic fields and equipment there has been plain 


20 . 


progress; comparison 1,700 large fields 1938 and 


2,300 1949, now have 3,500 our disposal. 


Complaints and Criticisms 


These complacent sentiments have been somewhat 
more recent criticism the sports organization which, 
like almost everything else Poland, has been under attack 
the current ferment revaluation. The bureaucratic fat 
and the paralyzing centralization the sports organization 
were singled out: 


district sports swallow great part 
the financial resources which could much better applied 
the development sports. Each council employs 
bookkeeper, file clerk, assistant clerk, not mention 
secretaries and instructors who, instead instructing the 

the local sports organization, instead 
veloping the sports movement, are most often burdened 
the duty 


with working out various more less im- 


portant and precise reports and statistical tables. 


‘Trybuna Ludu, March 26, 1956 


Slowo Powszechne (Warsaw), was more vio- 
lent. said that: “The present 


very little improvement the field sports achievements, 


May 28, 


system has brought 


which have been way proportionate the funds in- 
vested them; and mass sport The ar- 
ticle blamed heavy bureaucratic machine,” and singled 
out the failure the Investment and Sports Equipment 
Department, which “has already taken permanent place 
the repertoire the satirists.” 

The tone increased pitch and bitterness; Septem- 
ber 27, Radio Warsaw reported the following speech 
conference soccer activists: 
field of 
Polish soccer during the last few years has ripened into 


The sources of the present disastrous 


“Recently, the crisis which prevailed the 


catastrophe. 


in Polish soccer go back to 1948, 


1g 


state affairs prevailin 


which time some people charge sports (appointed 


from above) who were anxious uphold the system 


People’s Democracy introduced chaos into the field.” 

The speaker went demand “radical changes aimed 
the and Polish 
sport,” including the liquidation the entire present sys- 


decentralization democratization 
tem central and district sport unions before the end 
the year, and the exile from positions authority all 
“persons who have been charge the development 
Polish 

the 
such criticism the following from Dana Zatopkova, 


Czechoslovakia, complete reorganization 


sports system has already 


Olympic champion javelin thrower and wife the great 
long-distance runner Emil Zatopek: 
“We need new organization. The old one was not out- 
standing, although used proclaim such, mostly 


swept aside all that was old, dispersed our physical 


because were instructed proclaim 
training, and especially our trainers, into every possible 
corner. order control all this novelty frequently 
employed its services people who previously had had 


A 
e e oF s of the reky s As est 


Picture and caption from Hungary No. 1955 


3 

4 ? “ 

pall 

2 

4 

3); 


example, wanted participate ordinary cross-country 
run had first report the starting line with com- 
plete set stamped documents certifying that was 
member some sports organization, that had fulfilled 
the prescribed number conditions for the PPOV [Ready 
for Work and the Defense the badge, that 
had good grades school, doctor’s certificate giving 
permission run and statement his proficiency class. 
have succeeded killing athletics the univer- 
sities thoroughly that today good student athlete 
rarity.” (Ceskoslovensky Sport June 


the Czechoslovak Party Conference June, First 
Party Secretary Antonin Novotny admitted the failure 
the rigid, proliferated organization, and said that: “It will, 
therefore, certainly meet with general approval that our 
physical training will return the basis single volun- 
tary organization, founded physical training units 
the local areas and factories, and established according 
the principle democratic centralism; expect that 
this will happen early the beginning next year. 
the new organization will fully apply the princi- 
ple the widest participation voluntary workers and 
reduce the paid apparatus minimum.” (Rude Pravo 
[Prague], June 

The Ready for Work and Defense the Motherland 
institution, mentioned above, found under similar 
name all the countries the area; patterned 
the Soviet para-military organization, G.T.O. (Ready for 
Work and Defense). Its members pass various athletic 
tests earn the organization badge, and such badges are 
prerequisite for competing most the area. The 
tests and the training schedule the organization include 
the usual track and field sports, gymnastics, rowing, swim- 
ming, etc., but adds such sports shooting and hand- 
grenade throwing (this “sport” has, indeed, its devotees: 
Radio Moscow, May 1951, announced that Kiev ath- 
lete named Tsybulenko had established new USSR record 
89.39 meters 

Kicking ball kicking ball, and aside from the com- 
bination expanded facilities and increased red tape (and 
the greater interest athletics refuge from the drab- 
ness life), Communism has had little effect run-of- 
the-mill Sunday athletics. Soccer generally the most 
popular team sport. Second, oddly enough, seems 
volleyball (in which Czechoslovakia won the world cham- 
pionship this September Paris; Romania and the USSR 
tied for second place). 


The Professional Amateurs 


AREA WHICH COMMUNISM has had its major 
effect sports the official system awards and 
privileges outstanding athletes, the official nurturing 
leading teams, and the creation new kind State- 
sponsored professional-amateur which makes meaningless 
the traditional Western distinction 
and amateur. 

The best athletes—soccer players, track stars, 
much the object public adulation the West. 
They are also, the West, provided with living stand- 


ard far above that the average; the East European 
average, however, low and unpleasant that the 
effective difference between the lives the star athletes 
and the average worker more marked than the West. 

The process recruitment continuous filtering out 
the superior athlete throughout the sports organization. 
The more gifted can pass various tests and are awarded 
such titles “Master Sports” “Ace Athlete”; such 
titles carry special bonuses. good soccer player, for 
example, immediately snapped one the big in- 
dustrial enterprise teams, ministerial team, or, 
really good, would offered army commission 
play the crack army team. 

Such player would have token job which 
would put few hours work none. From this 
draws excellent salary. addition, has special bo- 
nuses (called Hungary, Poland, all 
athletes classified for international competition receive 
food allowances 450 zloty month, half the average 
monthly salary before overtime. estimated that 
average Hungarian “Ace Athlete” earns 2-3,000 forint 
month; Class soccer player, 4-5,000 forint (the average 
industrial worker earns less than 1,000 forint month 
Many the top athletes compete with leading bureaucrats 
and Party functionaries the possession cars, commodi- 
ous housing facilities, good clothing, privacy and other 
luxuries above the reach the average citizen. 


Caption reads: “The Big Three Jerzy Chromik, Sandor 
and Emil Zatopek. Chromik came out victoriously the km. 
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the official claim, course, that these people are 
amateurs. There great deal similarity between such 
claim and system and the practice certain American 
universities subsidizing football players with scholar- 
ships and token jobs. The difference is, course, that 
the Communist case officially approved and spon- 
sored program national scale; the practice the 
American universities secret contravention 
accepted rules. 


Russification 


OTHER areas life, there has been good deal 
modification traditional national forms fol- 
low the Soviet example. The adoption Soviet names 
for teams and sports clubs has been very widespread. The 
team name “Dynamo,” which the Soviet Union the 
name the leading MVD soccer team, has been adopted 
several the Satellites, usually teams representing 
power-producing enterprises, or, the Bulgarian case, 
the postal and telegraph workers. 

Much more deeply resented the captive population 
has been the pressure their teams allow Soviet teams 
beat them, and the once-frequent practice referees 
throwing the contests the Soviet team. For instance, the 
dilemma dedicated Romanian Party activist Ro- 
mania-USSR soccer match was acute, particularly before 
the Twentieth Soviet Party Congress relaxed the bonds 
dogma. The activist lived and functioned the belief that 
all things Soviet were morally and historically more ex- 
alted than all things non-Soviet; the possibility Soviet 
team being defeated aggregate non-Soviet was threat 
his entire Weltanschauung (the dilemma arose only 
the Soviet team was beaten the team Communist 
country; the victory capitalist team was easily at- 
tributable unscrupulous and illegal machination). Fre- 
quently heard Party slogans the early years Satellite- 
Soviet competition were: “To defeated the Soviet 
Union shame,” and “Second, after the Soviet Union.” 
These pressures were particularly strong Stalin’s day: 
they have diminished late. They provided most amus- 
ing example the rawest and most blatant pressures ap- 
plied physically dominant nation, sugar-coated ideo- 
logical double-talk. 


Athletic Chauvinism 

choice example this occurred after 1949 champion- 
ship volleyball match between Czechoslovakia 
USSR, when the referee and the coaches both teams 
showed overwhelming partiality for the Soviet team. The 
Soviet team won. The Czechoslovak spectators reacted vo- 
ciferously, the finest tradition Ebbets Field. The 
next day, Fronta (Prague), September 20, fulmi- 
nated against the demonstration these terms: 


majority the audience were not worthy watch- 
ing the best match the history volleyball. would 
not right consider the hysterically shouting specta- 
tors (who their chauvinistic mood regarded everything 
with prejudice and bias) political provocateurs; though 
must not overlook the shameful and unjust fact that 


Placed in the high jump in Helsinki, 1952, Olga Modrachova has a!- 
ready shown that the passing four years have not diminished her form. 


Picture and caption from Czechoslovak Life July 1956 


there were people who their fanaticism shouted our 
team: ‘Don’t play, stop That proves how 
quickly spectator lacking political awareness can easily 
seduced into false thinking through the cultivation 
athletic chauvinism and exaggerated enthusiasm for the 
game; how the clever reactionaries make use these hu- 
man weaknesses inculcate politically-unaware masses 
with reactionary ideas! The way which the 
team captain, Riche, protested the umpire was 
quite inadmissible and his behavior only produced more 
excitement among the fanatic spectators.” 


More recently, the press has refrained from such ex- 
tremes nonsense, but the Satellite spectators have appar- 
ently widened the scope their protest. Instead dem- 
onstrating simply against unfair advantage being given 
Soviet teams (as they did the earliest years the Com- 
munist regimes when the USSR still retained fund 
good will from the war and had not earned the hatred 
the people occupying power) spectators now demon- 
strate against Soviet teams Soviet representatives. 
Prague, the European women’s basketball championship 
June this year. The Soviet team beat the home team 
the finals; there was hint illegality and the high 
pitch animosity shown the spectators might have been 
taken for home team spirit. However, the Switzerland- 
USSR game, the Swiss team, hopelessly over-matched from 


recent refugee gave account such demonstration 
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On defending Olympic champiens falls the heaviest burden in Olym 
pie year. Dana Zatopkovaé has had a really strenuous preparation 


and caption from Czechoslovak Life (Prague), July 1956 


the start, received less support from the spectators. They 
were not pro-Swiss, they were anti-Soviet, and took advan- 
tage one the few safe ways show it. 

Satellite athletes have constantly been urged copy 
Soviet methods. The New Year’s Proclamation the 
Czechoslovak State Bureau for Physical Culture included: 
Read Soviet 
charest), January 13, 1953, burbled: The most ardent in- 
spiration every trainer must resemble his brilliant 
model, the Soviet trainer, much possible, and thus 
able pride himself justly his title educator 


“Learn every step from Soviet athletes. 


literature. Learn Russian.” Scienteia 


International Competition 


was Nor until after the war that Communist countries 

began seriously engage international athletic com- 
petitions. (Before the war, course, most the countries 
now captive did enter Olympics and other world sports 
competitions; Soviet Russia did not. Hungary, particularly, 
had long record successful Olympic competition, hav- 
ing won the first two its many Olympic gold medals 


the first modern Olympics 1896. 


The Communist regimes never failed make very 
clear their athletes sent abroad for international compe- 
titions that these were considered tests national prestige, 
and that the high-jumper was not only trying get 
much altitude possible, but also, even primarily, dem- 
onstrating the superiority Communism over all other 
forms social organization. failed get high enough 
off the ground demonstrate this, the regime’s displeas- 
This and other as- 
pects foreign competition were criticized Dana Zatop- 
kova: 


ure was straightforward and strong. 


“The inflexibility our physical training 
most markedly reflected the negotiation and performance 
our foreign competition. People were sent repre- 
sent abroad who even shape for the simple 
reason that they had behind them two-month period 


For 


every normal athlete trip abroad really nervous 


which screening and approval had taken place. 


marathon. This not even mention the kind people 
who were frequently selected leaders those expedi- 
often happened that was the first time they 
were ever “in sport.” Despite all these shortcomings 


tions. 


our physical training has scored successes frequently en- 


vied abroad. Our physical training organizers al- 
ways accept the successes our athletes with joy and 
self-satisfaction. 
failures. They don’t like deal with the real causes for 


This 


not go? the answer yes, then—beware 


They don’t like connected with 


failures. theme can expressed follows: 


not winning. Because don’t win they will condemn 
me at home completely. ” (Ceskoslovensky S port, June 9 
The Communist countries have done extremely well 
postwar international competition. The USSR, course, 
has put astonishing performance, when its first 


From left to right) Rozsavéigyi, tharos. trainer igidi, Tabori and Mikes after the 421,500m relay world record 
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right Kato Szoke who, 1950, aged fifteen, Hungarian 


record holder the 100 free-style with min. 7.2 1952, 


the Helsinki Olympics, she became champion with min. 6.8 
sec. She shown with her husband, Kalman Markovits, who was 
member the winning water polo team the 1952 Olympics. 


Photo from Hungary Budapest), No. 9-10, 1955 


Olympic, Helsinki, 1952, came second (to the 
the number gold medals won, and followed this with 
first the unofficial team score the 1956 Winter 
Cortina d’Ampezzo. The Satellites have done 
well for themselves too, particularly Hungary, which was 
third the 1948 London Olympics with gold medals, 
and third the 1952 games with 16. Furthermore, Hun- 
garian middle-distance runners are among the best the 
world, and the Hungarian soccer team probably the 
world’s best. Czechoslovakia had seven gold medals Hel- 
sinki, coming eighth; Poland and Romania had one each, 
the first ever for Romania. 


Prospects for Melbourne 
continues have far the brightest prospects 
the Satellites for the November games. The middle 
distance runners Sandor Istvan Rozsavolgyi and 


Laszlo Tabori are three the world’s best; the latter two 
have done 3.9 minute miles, and one point 1956 
Iharos held six world records (3,000, 5,000, 10,000 
meters, and six miles); all three are members the 
record-holding 6,000 meter.relay team. Hungary also has 
leading contender the women’s 100 and 200 
dash, 19-year-old Vera Neszmenyi. 

Hungary unlikely repeat her Helsinki gold medal 
the hammer throw. Josef Czarmak’s 197 ft. 1134 in. throw, 
Olympic record 1952, has since been overshadowed 
both American and Soviet throws; both countries have 
gone over 210 ft. 

The Hungarian pentathlon team appears unbeatable 
was Helsinki) and Hungary may well also collect the 
individual gold medal this time (won Sweden 1952). 
The pentathlon, more properly the military pentathlon, re- 
quires the contestant run 4,000 meters cross-country, 
ride unfamiliar horse over 5,000 meter steeplechase 
course with some jumps, shoot rapid-fire pistol 
silhouette target, fence with dueling sword and 
swim 300 meters. The event supposed based the 
duties and skills demanded military aide-de-camp 
the Napoleonic era; the Olympic event most redolent 
Graustark and vanished age. There certain wistful 
charm the event being won citizens People’s De- 
mocracy. 


JANUSZ SIDLO—THE JAVELIN 
WAS NEVER BETTER HANDS 


Photo: 


Photo and caption from Poland (Warsaw). No. 1956 
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Hungarians have won every individual sabre cham- 
pionship since the 1924 Olympics, every team sabre cham- 
pionship since 1928. They will presumably repeat past per- 
formance Melbourne, with Pal Kovacs and Tibor Ber- 
czelly. 


Hungarian swimmers Helsinki won four out the five 
women’s swimming events. Competition, especially from 
the Australians, will tougher Melbourne, but the 
Hungarians still have excellent chances for gold medals 
with Eva Szekely the 200 meter breast stroke, and their 
world record holding 400 meter relay team. 

Hungarians expect their 1952 silhouette pistol champion, 
Karoly Takacs, win again. 

The Hungarian soccer team won Helsinki, and has 
been favored win again Melbourne, although 
remarkable upset lost Czechoslovakia this summer: 
was the first time thirteen years the team lost home 
game. September, however, the Hungarians announced 
that the team was being withdrawn from the Olympic com- 
petition; the announcement said that economy was the 
reason for the cancellation, but there have been rumors 
crippling personal dissensions within the team. 


Czechoslovakia 


Emil Zatopek was the outstanding single figure the 
1952 Olympics; won three gold medals, the five and 
ten thousand meter runs, and the marathon (26 miles 
was remarkable performance indeed, especially con- 
sidering that Zatopek was already considered 
prime; Zatopek alone won more gold medals men’s track 
and field than did any country’s whole team except that 
the US. 

has seemed certain recent months that 
would not compete Melbourne; aside from his age (34), 
which old for the sport, has not been well, and was 
operated for hernia this summer. The September 
Vecerni Praha (Prague) reported that Zapotek had re- 
quested the authorities omit him from the national team 
and had stated his intention retiring, but that had ac- 


cepted the authorities’ request that try get himself 
into shape for the games. Lidova Demokracie (Prague), 
September 27, reported the possibility new operation. 

October however, Radio Prague announced that 
Zatopek will Melbourne and probably run the 10,000 
meter and the marathon. reported Zatopek saying 
that thought Czechoslovakia should represented 
“younger runner,” but that “the State Committee for 
Physical Culture and Sport convinced that must go.” 
All considered, Zatopek’s chances seem doubtful. 

possible, however, that the family will have another 
gold medal after Melbourne; Dana Zatopkova certain 
attempt repeat her 1952 victory the women’s javelin 
throw. Her effort then, 165 ft. in., was Olympic rec- 
ord. However, this almost every other women’s 
track and field Soviet athletes have come rapidly 
dominate, and the current world’s record, set Kon- 
jaeva Kiev 1954, 182 ft. 

Czechoslovakia has long stood out the canoeing compe- 
tition. The Czechoslovak team won the coxed four-oared 
shell event 1952, and might well repeat this attain 
other rowing victories (although Hungary has improved 
tremendously the past few years 


Poland 


Poland’s principal successes recent international com- 
petition have been scored boxing. From 1951 1955 
nine European boxing championships have been held 
Poland. Helsinki, Zygmunt Chychla won the welter- 
weight title. 

This year, however, Poles established world’s records for 
two events which they had not previously been top-flight 
competitors, and Poland may well better Melbourne 
than did Helsinki. June, Janusz Sidlo flung 
javelin 274 ft. 5.7 in. August, Elzbieta Dunska-Krzesin- 
ska broad jumped ft. 9.9 in. Both have excellent chances 
for gold medals. addition, the long distance runner 
Jerzy Chromik, although reportedly not the best con- 
dition, will strong contender. 


Pith 


story circulating Prague, the revaluations the Communist 
past announced the Soviet Congress threw Communist historians into fear- 
ful turmoil. was obvious that new histories would immediately required. After 
enormous exertions, leading stakhanovite historian produced the following basic 
formulation for New Short History the Soviet Communist Party: 


Stalin—Sadist 
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This the second article series youth the cap- 
tive nations. The first part dealt with conditions Poland, 
where unrest among the young culminated open shou 
resistance the new generation the Poznan insurrec- 
tion. Events Czechoslovakia have been somewhat less 
dramatic, yet clear that that country too the Com- 
munists have failed corrupt subdue the young. For 
the latest information the regime’s reaction the 
student ferment, see 52. The next article this series 
will deal with Hungarian youth, who formed the vanguard 
the insurrection Hungary. 


than eight years power, the Communists 
Czechoslovakia have been unsuccessful their 
Polish comrades winning the allegiance the young. 
Like the Polish regime—-and indeed like almost any other 
modern dictatorial regime—the Czechoslovak Communists 
have exerted every effort perpetuate their rule through 
the massive indoctrination the new generation. Through 
their control the State machinery and all important 
aspects national life outside the confines the private 
home, the have attempted remould the life 
the young school, play and work. Organization- 
ally, they set huge network youth groups under 
the Party-dominated Youth League CSM;; ideologically, 
they reorganized the whole educational system and intro- 
duced series compulsory courses so-called 
economically, they opened those willing 
cooperate limitless prospects for advancement, security 
and prestige. And yet, despite the intensity and magnitude 
the effort, the new generation, far from having been 
converted the Communist vision, has effect become 
the most outspoken element the opposition. 

The now famous student demonstrations with their out- 
right demands for return many the accepted norms 


parliamentary democracy were but small fraction 


the widespread discontent among the young. Their de- 
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Photo, from Tvar Ceskoslovenska, Prague: Orbis, 1948, shows 
section the older part the University, founded 1348. 
Prague students are thus heirs old traditions which the Com- 
munists have been unable eradicate, pervert for their 
own use, was recently shown the student demonstrations 
which marked the revival this year the traditional Majales 


mands were the highly articulate expression rebellious- 
ness among relatively small elite university students, 
although undoubtedly their requests expressed the longings 
the majority. The youth problem, however, not re- 
stricted academic circles and young intellectuals. 
Poland, for instance, the Party Youth League (See “Crisis 
the Youth Leagues,” NBIC, June 1955) has been unable 
fulfill its tasks: membership the wrong kind, the 
youngsters have joined either out compliance oppor- 
tunism, lethargy rampant, Western dress and mannerisms 
are aped and so-called “hooliganism” the increase. 
Furthermore, crucial regime program the last few 
years which youth was play major role has run 
into persistent difficulties: when, was decided 
shift some emphasis from industry agriculture, call 
went out the young pack their bags and 
the depopulated border areas; since then the call has 
been repeated many times, apparently without much suc- 
cess, despite the many material inducements proferred. 
The seriousness the situation for the Communists 
that the greatest amount opposition has come not from 
anti-Communist youngsters, but rather from Communists 
prospective Communists. Youth whole apathetic, 
and almost every day the regime press harps the neces- 
sity put some life into the new generation: lethargy 
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Schweik-like behavior seem the reaction the 
non-Communist majority. The Communist near-Com- 
munist youngsters the other hand have indeed acted 
but not according regime plans. must remembered 
that admission institutions higher learning not 
automatic, that academic fitness only one the criteria 
and means the most important. What really counts 
whether the regime feels that, from political point 
view, the prospective student likely become the right 
kind leader his community. other words, there 
quota system, with the Communists sons Com- 
munists favored. Sons and daughters the old “bour- 
have found extremely difficult complete their 
studies beyond high school. short, the students who 
violently criticized the political program 
were not “remnants the old were supposed 
the vanguard the new, order. 

initiative for the young intellectuals’ outburst the 
resolutions they drafted and the demonstrations they or- 
can ascribed partly the regime’s reluctance 
allow the full development thaw the Polish pattern 
young Polish intellectuals have had unique opportunity 
let off steam writing philippics their own jour- 
and partly old tradition organized student 
opposition political tyranny. Since 1939 the students 
have repeatedly shown their opposition totalitarianism. 
During World War they staged demonstrations against 
the Nazis, result which the universities were closed 
and over thousand students were sent jail. the time 
the Communist coup 1948, the students again acted 
independently organizing silent protest march; 
subsequent mass purge some 6-10,000 students 
moved from the universities for “political unreliability.” 

through their past efforts defense freedom, 
and because the old framework customs, ceremonies 
and organizations, the university students were natural 
spokesmen not only for the young, but for the country 
whole. The physical activity the young intellectuals 
their meetings, street parades, etc.) can regarded 
counterpart the more violent action young Polish 
workers the Poznan riots and Hungarian students 
the recent uprising 

The de monstrations were expressions ot resentment and 
hope for change. This was the time, the Spring 
1956, when the Czechoslovak thaw seemed developing, 
when almost with the students’ campaign, 
writers met stormy Congress and, the youngsters, 
asked for further liberalization. Since then, the Party has 
held its Conference and the leadership has ordered that 
end put the ferment. the moment, all striking 
outward expressions rebellion are suppressed. Opposi- 
tion the young therefore all the more increase 


the future. 


Student Resolutions 
One the first hints student rebellion appeared 
the April issue Mlada Fronta (Prague), which re- 
ported Youth League meeting Prague II, city 
district. The students demanded variety improvements 


the university curricula and living arrangements, com- 


plained that courses Marxism-Leninism were “dogmatic” 
and “unconvincing,” and, obvious effort avoid 
these courses, insisted that attendance lectures volun- 
tary. The students also asked that so-called action com- 
mittees established safeguard their demands, re- 
quest that indicated their mistrust the Party Youth 
League. 

May Minister Education Kahuda (who had 
been criticized the students for failing attend the 
above-mentioned meeting) had talked with representatives 
the Prague League and was reported that student 
demands would met (Mlada Fronta May 6). 
Shortly after this, however, became clear that student 
demands had indeed not been met and that these demands 
had been far more extensive than first appeared. Accord- 
ing reports Western journalists Prague and sub- 
sequent editorials the Czechoslovak press, number 
student meetings had been held April and early May. 
The students had drawn variety resolutions criticiz- 
ing not only educational policies but also the regime’s sup- 
pression freedom and the nature its relations with the 
USSR and the West. There was wide interchange the 
student resolutions (some were exchanged students fly- 
ing between Bratislava and Prague) and finally they were 
re-drafted into combined resolution which was presented 
Minister Education Kahuda May 12. 


Although copy the final students’ resolution was 
made available the public found its way the West, 
sample one the draft resolutions was mailed out 
Czechoslovakia. This document provides reliable though 
perhaps incomplete picture student complaints (see 
NBIC, July 1956, pp. 42-43). This particular resolution 
asked for restoration democratic freedoms, including ac- 
curate and full information the press, timely radio in- 
formation, availability foreign newspapers 
cals, elimination judicial abuses, free debate 
ment, and end the jamming foreign broadcasts. 
criticized senseless adulation the USSR and demanded 
broader cultural exchanges with the West, including more 
opportunity for travel and free access Western literature 
and ideas. The resolution also pointed the privileged 
position Soviet citizens Czechoslovakia, particularly 
the Jachymov mines where slave labor used, and asked 
that the matter the “ownership” the mines clarified. 

With reference purely educational matters, the reso- 
lution complained about the excessive number required 
subjects which prevents students from pursuing individual 
studies consulting direct sources. called for the aboli- 
tion obligatory attendance all lectures, suggested that 
more, better and cheaper textbooks made available, 
and asked for reform the secondary school system “be- 
cause eleven years study inadequate preparation for 
university.” addition, asked for the establishment 
more colleges and the return students buildings 
that once belonged to them. 


The revival the traditional May student carnivals for 
the first time since the war also gave the students oppor- 
tunity voice their dissatisfaction with the present state 
affairs. Both the Bratislava carnival May 12, and 
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Summer Brigade Students Building Industry 


Svet Obrazech (Prague), August 1956 


the Prague Majales May 20, the students revived the 
tradition vitriolic political satire condemn Party atti- 
tudes and practices. 


The Party Objects 


Caught the midst its own the Party 
could not afford take strong action against the students: 
but neither could accede their political demands with- 
out endangering its control over the country. The regime 
therefore adopted attitude hypocritical reasonableness 
through which attempted conceal from the public the 
true nature the students’ resolution, minimizing the ex- 
tent the young people’s revolt. The Party announced 
that the students had been led astray 
that their demands the field education had reflected 
ingratitude towards the working class and that their “ulti- 
mata” were unnecessary because the regime had satisfied 
their requests earlier April Party resolution which 
spelled out reform the schooling system. Actually, the 
April resolution was known the students until 
May 17, and, printed the Youth League paper Smena 

ignored, did the regime, the political aspect 
the student resolutions, and met few their real de- 
mands. 

Praca (Bratislava), May 18, insisted that the April reso- 
lution “fulfilled the essential part” the students’ educa- 
tional requests and gave the following version the stormy 
atmosphere the Bratislava student dormitories the 
evening May 16: 

“The students protested because the manager one 
the dormitories had torn down the resolution pasted 
the blackboard. And the foam the pot was 
filthy. And 


the Why? Why announce drum beating the 


this filthy foam appealed: ‘let’s march 


wide public resolution which anyone could read for him- 
self? Today the feverish heads are cooling and 
the dirty foam which emerged embarrassing for the 
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large majority of. students, who desire have 
chance studying. But one wants parasites—dema- 
gogues or evildoers. 


The same line was taken Pravda (Bratislava), May 
19, which condemned the attitude “of ultimatum” and 
remarked briefly that aside from demands student mat- 
ters there were also demands which those who first 
voiced them” now disapproved of. Pravda said that when 
the student body learned the April Party resolution, 
the youngsters considered “broader than their 
although small number “non-progressive and wavering 


elements” were still working with great intensity: 


“In the beginning ‘these elements! . . . were able to 
win the confidence others proclaiming justified de- 
mands. the real aim these elements 
set the student resolutions against the document the 
Central Committe: misuse the student movement 


for obscure purposes. This proved their attempt 
recruit female students the Horsky Park dormitory 
for demonstrations under the pretext having them sign 
the resolution the Mlada Garda dormitory. 
definite end must put the signing resolutions with 
declarative solutions problems: discussions students, 
teachers and workers must based 


documents higher education.” 


The official reprimands also charged the students with 
attempting circumvent the Youth League. crime tanta- 
mount rejecting Party control. May 22. com- 
plained that many meetings organized the Youth 
League, the students, instead discussing the Party resolu- 
tions, chose discuss the resolution prepared members 
the Mlada Garda dormitory: “How,” Smena demanded, 
“could Youth League members—of all people—accept the 
resolution bunch students who did not hide 
contempt for the Youth League? And when these are 
philosophy students plain people cannot understand 


it. Even less so, since their own resolution they put 
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the resolution some Garda residents par with 
the Party resolution. Some malcontents and few 
dozen loud mouths seriously undermined the confidence 
the working class all the students.” 

Smena, May 23, intoned: “Reactionary elements, both 
from the outside and hidden within student ranks, made 
skillful use shortcomings well-known students and at- 
tempted provoke students into disrupting their unity, 
into anarchy, into rebellion, just now, the time final 
examinations; they attempted antagonize the students 
against the Youth League, against the school administra- 
tion, against the Party and against the government.” 

These accusations represented the Party’s calculated re- 
fusal take into account student demands for liberaliza- 
tion and admit that the Youth League was unpopular 
organization associated the minds the students with 
regime interests. Acting with its usual cunning, the propa- 
ganda machine did everything its power convey the 
impression that the students were not speaking behalf 
the people but were indeed ungratefully militating 
against the “working class.” Aside from describing the re- 
bellion the product small, “malicious” element, re- 
gime spokesmen ridiculed the students and tried make 
them appear foolish. The Dean the Law Faculty 
Charles University stated (Mlada Fronta, May 22), for 
instance, that students made incorrect comparisons between 
regulations bourgeois and schools and 
fused” the “duty compulsory attendance lectures with 
restrictions their The Dean claimed that stu- 
dents bourgeois schools would gladly attend lectures but 
were prevented from doing because their need 
earn money either teaching “hard manual labor.” 
Similarly Lud (Bratislava), May 19, told the students how 
much better off they were than many old people the 
country, and added: “Compare, friends Mlada Garda, 
your own housing conditions with those the workers liv- 
ing Bratislava Many them live old 
brewery while you have palace. more modest, stu- 
dents, when voicing your and don’t driven 
along the road 


Students Defended 


Only few commentaries deviated from this tone con- 
descension and acknowledged the seriousness the stu- 
Kulturn) 


discussed some the errors 


dents’ demands. young writer, Milan Ferko 
Zivot May 
made the Party dealing with the students and con- 
the delay publishing the Party 


demned, particular, 


resolution the school reform: 


“Why wasn’t thorough and open discussion univer- 
sities developed connection with the preparation 
the resolution? And why was publication the 
resolution delayed whole month? Would 
have broken out among Youth League members they 
had known about the document and participated the 
making it? known that the contents docu- 
ments become known the public through various chan- 
nels before they are published the press. [The student 
demonstration] clear example how such thing can 


misused. Furthermore, the League and Party organ- 
izations constituted clearing ground for the ex- 
change views would the students have resorted 
imported [sic] and forged Prague resolution? Certainly 
not. And the League’s work was formalistic, and 
the students lost confidence its ability act—then 
why accuse the students circumventing the organization? 
think that although the citizens one street not con- 
stitute organization, they nevertheless want beautify 
their neighborhoods; [similarly] think that the meeting 
inhabitants one dormitory constitutes forum. Why 
condemn underestimate it?. 

course] must condemn the fact that certain 
people sent instructions means airplane between Bra- 
tislava and Prague that motorcycle groups went from 
one dormitory another. [However, the students 
whole] have not imitated the ridiculous screams for 
dencies such the giving false information Brati- 
slava factory workers (that the students demanded drastic 
reforms, asked insistently for tremendously large sums 
scholarships, etc.) the practice pitting workers 
against university students. Instead taking the 
student resolutions and into consideration 
fact (in accordance with the true Leninist norms po- 
litical life), considering them objective 
reality instead critically analyzing methods work 
the League organizations and meeting the suggestions 
half way. began seek saboteurs, provocateurs 
and evildoers. are still the grip the recent 
past. There are still people who regard those who re- 
ceive letters from friends France Switzerland with 
anger and suspicion, people who are not aware all 
the People’s Democratic renaissance. too are 
aware that we—students and young writers—lack the 
opportunity travel abroad.” 


Another article, which appeared Literarni Noviny 
(Prague), June also defended the students from charges 
“ingratitude” towards the “working and suggested 
that student demands should not dismissed entirely. 
The author the article, Antonin Jelinek, pointed out that 
any criticism “mistakes the ideological field” was un- 
fortunately labelled the product “reactionary inten- 
“The fact that many resolutions deal with the 
matter so-called freedom scientific work mere 
accident. What does this non-freedom mean? [means] 

that isolation from the development world science 
has not been overcome. Many books [for example] were 
removed from the scientific libraries and access ar- 
chives and often even material from periodicals not 
free. For instance, easier get material the Renais- 
sance than our First Republic.” 

Jelinek also provided further information the student 
demands: 


“We not want conceal the fact that among the 
students there were individuals who took advantage the 
situation and times succeeded introducing into 
the resolutions demands which were erroneous, misleading 
and provocative; not want conceal the fact that 
many them contributed this [unfortunate] tendency 
and made excessively strong [demands] because lack 
political experience and youthful zeal. The attacks against 
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How Students Live 


The following report 22-year old Prague medical student who escaped the West 


July 1956 corroborates other information received the student demonstrations May 


and the conditions generally prevailing Czechoslovak universities under Communism: 


SLOGAN, “We less, cat more joyfully, eat 

the students’ mess” was heard the Majales parade. 
very thin, abject donkey marched the procession with 
poster which said: “From our economy’s abundance 
the students’ mess.” This illustrated the students’ dis- 
satisfaction with their food. 

lunch students’ mess costs 2.60 koruny and con- 
sists soup, main dish and dessert. Dinner, rather 
high tea, also costs 2.60 koruny. Meat served almost 
daily, but the ration ridiculously small. The students 
say that microtomes are used slice the meat. Potatoes 
are frozen. The students complain about the insufficiency 
fats well meat, the poor quality the foodstuffs 
and the indifferent cooking. They say that eat the food 
one must pretend not have taste buds. 

The students’ dormitory Podoli was finished last year 
[for students civil engineering]. Conditions here are fairly 
good—three students share room, the furniture simple 
but comfortable. There are about six buildings, accommo- 
dating 1,000-1,500 students. There are, however, res- 
taurant facilities. This does not matter lunchtime 
when the students are town attending lectures—but 
difficult situation the mornings and evenings. The 
best student dormitory, the one Dejvice, was taken over 
the police years ago and turned into barracks. 
general, the students’ housing situation bad. the May 
procession, the students “Don’t build student dor- 
mitories, build monuments and hang your personality cult 
posters them!” The protest against priviliges enjoyed 
Korean students was expressed the cry: “Long live 
the Korean students—but their own money.” 

The Koreans and other foreign students have fairly large 
scholarships—about 400 koruny month. The largest 
scholarship granted Czech student 380 koruny month. 
qualify, student must very poor—his parents must 
have income less than 800 koruny monthly. The 
parents’ property taken into consideration—whether 
cottage small parcel land. The result that even 
the son very small farmer cannot granted scholar- 
ship. the head family earns 1,200 koruny 
monthly, the student may get stipend koruny. This 
shows that there are scholarships for the sons average 
earners. 


The medical students complain that they are underpaid 
for the work they during vacations [at the close 
fourth -Mostly, they take the place physicians who 
are away vacation, but they are paid less than the low- 
est-paid hospital employees. The students are forced 
take extra work because their poor economic situ- 
ation. Medical students make extra money serving 
first-aid men weekends; civil engineering students are 
fairly well off—they make blueprints; and music students 
play some instruments theaters, funerals dance halls. 
The majority, however, not have such relatively easy 
way earning money, and anything they can lay their 
hand to. They tutor, write for the pa- 
pers. Girls, they are pretty, work models chorus 
girls—if not, they knit. The students are the poorest seg- 
ment the population aside from pensioners, and both 
they and the pensioners are the mainstay the film indus- 
try’s extras. When film being shot, the students 
get feature part short film. Other students work 
the chorus the National the Smetana Theater. They 


earn about 10-20 korwny per act. 


new intelligentsia growing the universities. The 
picture shows study circle the Czechoslovak Union 
Youth the law faculty Prague. 


Picture and text from Joyful the Life Youth Czechoslo- 
vakia (Prague), 1953. Law students voiced their discontent the 
recent Majales. 
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the Minister are this origin. [They 
were) based the simple view that, criticism was 
made, why not criticize those top. [Furthermore 
some voices were heard stating that Party directives 
should not obligatory for the [Youth League] that 
Party resolutions should not binding the State ap- 
paratus—it clear who and what kind intentions are 
involved. The overwhelming majority university stud- 
ents definitely are not identified [with these reactionary 


The core our university students 
healthy. 


those demands which are arguable but which could result 
many fruitful solutions. Also, not necessary re- 
fute the exaggerated merely because 
Free Europe quotes them.” 


Student Carnivals 


the student carnivals Bratislava and Prague, the 
young people also voiced their desire for freedom, and 
the form their criticism was humorous, its content was 
not. Immediately following the Bratislava parade May 
12, the regime took tolerant view the satiric posters and 
slogans, partly conceal from the public the bitterness 
some the student attacks. But when news the parade 
spread and the people, well Western correspondents, 
flocked Prague anticipating similar events the May 
and after news the Prague events was printed 
the Western press, the regime adopted sterner line. 
Although Premier Siroky asserted press conference 
with Western reporters May that students would 


arrested and that was “no great disaster” young 


people did some thinking for themselves, thereafter the 
Party press made clear that the students had stepped 
out bounds.* 

early report Praca (Bratislava), May 15, claimed 
that the carnival was fun,” and, following the 
regime’s policy that time, attempted restrict the criti- 
cism. The newspaper thus issued only mild rebuke: 
“There was plenty justified criticism shortcomings 
the organization schoolwork, housing, the unsuccessful 
school reform and living conditions. However, some the 
criticisms were was correct, for in- 
stance, criticize the fact that our athletes are sent 
Italy, the cradle architecture, while the students archi- 
tecture are sent goodness knows where. the other hand, 
the manner criticizing elements Soviet architecture 
applied here, which long ago were criticized the USSR, 
was incorrect.” 

Ten days later, Radio Bratislava had harsher words for 
the students. The commentator declared that the students 
who carried coffin bearing the inscription “democratic 
freedom” were certainly not indulging benevolent criti- 
cism. Josef Holler, writing Mlada Fronta 
May 26, stated: 


Prague) 


“What can one think when right after witty prehis- 
toric animal (and the inscriptions the animal ridiculed 
more than the food student cafeterias), there followed 
something distasteful the poster: academic 
freedom for any kind employment.’ This longer 


full account the regime’s reaction, see NBIC, July 
1956, pp. 40, 41, 44. 


quote some more slogans isn’t stupid boastful- 
ness when some students shout: ‘Don’t fear anything, 
people Prague, the students are still What should 
the people Prague afraid of?” 


According unofficial sources, the students participating 
the Majales carried slogans such the following: “To- 
morrow buy Mlada Fronta (youth paper)—there will 
nothing study badly when our stomachs rum- 
more Cepicka [former Minister National De- 
and shall serve the Army from birth”; 
Commenius* designed, Kahuda bartered away”; and “Long 
live Minister Kahuda! April Fool!” series four plac- 
ards the constituted direct attack the Party 
leadership: the first bore question mark; the second, the 
words: “What better?”; the third, “That the small 
criminals hanged and the great ones free?” and 
the fourth, “Or that the great ones hanged and the 
small ones take their place?” Bratislava, one poster 
stated tersely: “The principle stands firm, but the house 
tumbles rather unflattering commentary 
Marxism. 


The Regime Takes Action 


May 25, Radio Bratislava broadcast long com- 
mentary aimed putting end the student rebellion. 
The speaker stated that when the students were asked 
what they meant “academic freedom,” they did not know 
exactly what say: 


“They did not want attend lectures, they wanted 
more free time, more leisure, and on. think may 
say frankly that the [Party] resolution gives the students 
far more than they demanded except for the questions 
Marxist lectures service the Army. But that too 
much, after all. Students are not authorized discuss 

the defense the Republic. And what about one’s 
duty one’s country, stipulated the Constitution? 
And Marxism: the resolution dealt with that matter too. 
The fault was that many students memorized Marxist 
dogmas they were mathematical formulas. They 
did not learn Marxism method action, they did not 
obey professors would make lectures Marx- 
ism study contemporary life, the students would cer- 
tainly love attend. But far, many students not un- 
derstand Marxism; this was proved experiences recent 
days. Some the university students, instead ac- 
tivating their youth organizations demanded the crea- 
tion new type professional youth organization 
protect their interests. Against whom they need pro- 
tection? Against their own parents? Certainly, few 
them were aware that this demand would mean breaking 
the hard-won unity our young people.” 


Mnacko, speaking Radio Bratislava, May 27, 
was more brutal his condemnation: 
“Against whom did these few hotheads intend march 
the streets? What kind academic freedoms did some 
the students demand? this country there cannot and 
will not exist any privileged extra freedoms for certain 


Great 16th century Czech educator. 
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Caption accompanying this photo explains that these Young Pioneers (members 


for the Youth League) “compete” 


protect the harvest and forests 


organization for youths under preparation 


from fire. Some 20,000 such youngsters are said 


Svet Obrazech July 14, 1956 


group people. This applies equally students 
Whether people like what saying not—we still 
have enough those wavering and undecided intellectuals 
who, for petty reasons taking offense, for personal rea- 
sons from old times, and for various, and often selfish rea- 
sons, cannot adjust the new tasks. Such moods and 
assertions must rejected because they are incorrect. 
And matter whose behalf they are voiced, they aim 
disrupting the moral and ideological unity our people, 
since they are against the Party and un-Marxist.” 


the Party Conference June, Deputy Prime Minister 
Vaclav Kopecky spoke along much the same lines when 
repudiated the ferment among students and intellectuals, 
signs “lack ideological clarity among Party members,” 
and attempts within the Party cast doubts the “cor- 
rectness” Communist policy established the Tenth 
Congress 1954. Kopecky declared that the Party was 


“astounded the passionate transports liberalism’ 


should like refer certain particularly tendentious 
demands contained the resolutions passed university 
symposium dogmas, but the science all sciences. 

Those university students who have allowed them- 
selves led astray into resistance lectures Marx- 
ism-Leninism should understand that they have not fully 


understood their duty that they are not perceiving 


their training from the viewpoint the requirements 


our social order and the interests Socialism.” 


at 
the Writers’ Congress. said that have learned 
not enough favors for writers and and in- 
sisted that the Party must carefully supervise them 
ideological and political matters. for the students, Ko- 
pecky said (Radio Bratislava, June 14) 


Kopecky then pointed out that the “working class” allo- 
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believe that from the ranks the youth movement, the vo- 
lunteer brigades, who are competing in factories, mines, at con- 
struction sites, workshops, and offices for the best results 
and greatest productivity work, new fighters will grow and 
arise, to lead the work of the construction of socialism to a victor- 
ious end!” Our young generation will carry out these words 
President Antonin all sectors the socialist con- 
Already four years after the liberation, our industry 
achieved pre-war production level and 1953 this level will 
more than doubled. The construction of heavy industry ensures 
the victory socialism. Left: Foundry workers the Vitkovice 
Iron Works. Below, and the other page: View the construc- 
tion works the New Kiement Gottwald Foundry Kuntice. 


Propaganda about the new era for youth from 
Joyful the Life Youth Czechoslovakia 
(Prague), 1953 


cates large sums for the maintenance universities and 
that students are enjoy the confidence the people 
they must realize that “conditions this country have un- 
dergone fundamental change” since prewar days: 


“Certain university students are also the 
restoration so-called academic liberties and are referring 
university have repeatedly stated that 
have great respect for the traditions the past, in- 
sofar, however, they are not variance with conditions 
of the new era. 


traditions. 


common knowledge that 
have recommended the preservation variety external 
traditions, ranks, privileges and ceremonies our universi- 
ties. But impossible interpret ‘academic liberties’ 
such way that universities, under the title self-de- 
termination, are outside our State and social order 

and that they lead absurd existence autonomous in- 
stitutions which, virtue their spirit, belong an- 
other social order, the First Republic, 
tury. 


to another cen- 


“The bourgeoisie could admit various free interpre- 
tations ‘academic liberties, since what called ‘free- 
dom reality, freedom ignorance—suited 
their purpose, and they could allow themselves the liberty 
promoting variety confused views and reactionary 
licenses. But want our universities provide illumina- 


tion, starting point for the diffusion maxi- 


mum learning, serve the requirements building 
Socialism. For this very reason, the universities must 
tied our life and our system closely possible.” 


Later the month, Minister Education Kahuda 
elaborated pronouncements. Kahuda said 
that “classless” viewpoint was responsible for the stu- 
dent rebellion and that the majority students who par- 
ticipated the Majales were precisely those who were 
most susceptible “classless” ideology—that is, students 
whose families comprised the old intelligentsia: 

“The so-called classless viewpoint, towards which part 
the intelligentsia always had natural and cultivated in- 
clination, was also expressed part our young intelli- 
gentsia because they know about the conflicts class 
interests predominantly from books and have not checked 
for themselves 
struggle. 


the existence classes and the class 
the elimination lectures Marxism-Leninism and, 
the same time, for broad opportunities study idealistic 
anti-Marxist literature. [This demand was excused] the 
objectively correct thesis that the building the scientific 
world view can accomplished only the fight against 
idealistic ideologies. However, the essential question 
is: this really the way fight against idealistic ideol- 


ogies. .. 


this means reviving reactionary ideas? 
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“Related this are protests against the mechanical 
emulation experiences—protests which would 
rect if, course, they were not aimed only against Soviet 
experiences. These same students are supporting the me- 
chanical emulation capitalist experiences. the 
thinking some students there exists conflict be- 
tween professional and political knowledge, just some 
students from the art faculties are, the name ‘art, 
forgetting about revolutionary ideology. 

“The irresponsible material demands the students, 
whether they concerned stipends, financial State sup- 
port student travel abroad, and the lack modesty 
with which the students expressed themselves 
sues about which they sometimes lack even elementary 
notions—all this taken together indicative dulled class 
consciousness and gaps Communist ideology. 

“If were analyze the composition students who 
played predominant part the provocations, especially 
the Majales celebrations, would find that ex- 
cept few cases they did not involve the grades 
which class composition more favorable due 


the selection purely class basis made the uni- 
versities before 1953. The most aggressive and incor- 
rect expressions came from students the third year, who 
came the universities time when had relaxed 

“Tt our sincere desire understand the errors which 
could have been committed relation misguided youth, 
and shall satisfied are not forced use ad- 
ministrative solutions individual cases. However, 
ideological questions, shall take uncompromis- 
ing stand because the remnants our reactionaries, who 
longer find support with the masses workers, have 
shown their intentions with regard university youth. 


With these and similar statements, most which con- 
centrated student demands dealing with academic 
questions and the standard living, ignoring the more im- 
portant demands for parliamentary government Czecho- 
slovakia, the regime has once again silenced youth—at least 
temporarily. 


Film Fun 


FOLLOWING parody Russian films, Maria Halasi, published Szinhas 


Mozi August 25, 1956, together with parodies Chinese, French and Italian 
pictures. The parodying anything Soviet striking innovation the Satellites. 
“The cast is: Ivan Pyotr Ivanovich, well-meaning but conceited kolkhoz chairman; 
Alyosha, gay, pleasant fellow, who loves play the accordion and throw snowballs, yet 
extravagant, but will improve; Masha, the most honest and best-cushioned girl the kolk- 
hoz, with only one flaw—she sings all the time; bookkeeper who his free time 
saboteur. There are also old, backward people, who harvest with combine. They say 


they have use for new techniques, and prefer reap the wheat grain grain; the 
way they did the wonderful past. There are also cheerful boys and even more cheerful 
girls, and course lion. lion always good. 

“Sunshine, lot light, enormous number cars and even more geese. Life very 
cheerful the kolkhoz, satisfying and high standard. They breed animals cleverly and 
modern methods. Masha has nasty quarrel with the kolkhoz chairman because 
against introducing some new method. This method was suggested bootlicker. Masha 
proves that the best method something else; the whole village talks it. One morning the 
most beautiful goose has sore throat. Masha has long been suspicious the bookkeeper; 


she discusses him with her boy friend Alyosha. She was right, course; the bookkeeper had 
sickened the goose. defends himself saying that had been instructed from abroad 
make the goose sick. The shrewd four-year-old Sergei arrests four five saboteurs loiter- 
ing the area. decent child, deserving pioneer. Ivan Pyotr Ivanovich’s 
schemes fail. performs self-criticism and promises never again engage such book- 
keeper. goes back his promise and does the same thing again the next film.” 
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FROM THE COMMUNIST PRESS: 


"On the 


Emergency 


Oscar Lange 


from Zycie Gospodarcze (Warsaw), July 
rHE PERIOD the Six Year Plan, thorough recon- 

struction the Polish socio-economic structure took 
place, and the productive forces our country were greatly 
extended. built powerful industry, especially heavy 
industry, succeeded discarding the century-long in- 
heritance economic and social backwardness; Poland 
was transformed into country with considerable level 
industrial production, with quickly growing production 
forces, into country which today occupies important 
place international politics and economy. 

However, the course these socio-economic transfor- 
mations, there have appeared serious disproportions which 
hamper the further development the national economy. 
These disproportions are generally known: disproportions 
between the development agriculture and industry, be- 
tween the production capability industry and the supply 
materials, between the quantitative development in- 
dustrial production and its quality and overhead costs, be- 
tween the investment and production programs 
out-dated technical equipment many 

All these disproportions are being felt various forms: 
the form great difficulties the field foreign trade, 
the form lack material reserves causing production 
stoppages and non-utilization industrial production 
forces, the form bad and deficiently-functioning sys- 
tem consumer supply. the basis all these dispro- 
portions, another disproportion, most important all, has 
appeared: the disproportion between the powerful increase 
productive forces and the small increase the 
standard living. This caused the non-fulfillment the 
Six Year Plan with regard the field which the social 
justification for the building Socialism. 

won’t enlarge here the reasons which led these 
disproportions and prevented their prompt abolishment. 
These disproportions have grown such extent that 


now they lead the disintegration the national economy. 
For many years have been observing the ever-grow- 
ing indifference toward the work the apparatuses for 
administration, distribution, and general services. This in- 
difference paralyzes our daily life. Recently, has started 
penetrate into the working classes which, the most 
sisted for the longest time. Administration the national 
economy means moral-political appeals and legal- 
administrative orders has come the end 
BOUTCES. . 

these conditions, immediate action necessary 
order stop and avert the growing process disintegra- 
tion the national economy. 

For this reason, addition the systematic program 
changes the methods administering the national 
economy, and particularly the gradual decentralization 
the administration and the principle using economic in- 
centives, and addition the proper determination the 
lines development within the Five Year Plan, emer- 
gency program introduce good order into our national 
economy 

may presented the form tasks for the first two 
the Five Year Plan, the form separate 


Construction inspection commission: chaos, waste, 


inferior production. It’s not typical construction. can’t 


Szpilki September 30, 1956 
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About The Author 


Oscar Lange, the author this thoroughgoing 
criticism the Polish economy, the leading Com- 
munist economist Poland. has had remark- 
able career. Born 1904, studied 
economics and became lecturer the university 
there. Before World War accepted scholar- 
ship study the United States. Here joined 
the faculty the University Chicago, and during 
the war became American citizen. 


Cracow 


1945 Lange was offered the post Polish Am- 
bassador Washington, which held for almost 
year. then became head the Polish delegation 
the United Nations, and sat the Security Coun- 
cil from 1946 1948. 

Lange left the United Nations and went back 
Poland early 1949, and returned teaching. 
1952 became member the Polish Academy 
Sciences, and later the same year was made 
member the Central Committee the Polish 
United Workers’ (Communist) Party. 1953 
became member parliament, and chairman its 
Budgetary Committee; was also appointed head 
the School Planning and Statistics. Since May 
1955 has been member the Council State. 

known brilliant economist, although, 
despite his Party affiliations, not orthodox Marx- 
ist. Many the emergency reforms advocated 
this article have been put into practice recent wecks. 


document containing the most important tasks which must 
fulfilled the course 1956 and 1957, the fulfillment 
which will condition the success the Five Year Plan 
whole. 

Such program putting good order into our national 
economy indispensable for restoring the soundness 
economic and social relations. also political require- 
ment for restoring the people’s confidence, and particularly 
that the working class, for overcoming the present dif- 
ficulties. 

The basic tasks the program may formulated the 
following way: 


Immediate mobilization the existing reserves 
aimed the improvement the supply system and 
raising the standard living the working class. This 
mobilization must include all the material reserves through- 
out the country, all means rapid increase the standard 
living through foreign trade, all means rapid increase 
production mass consumption articles. With regard 
this latter field, all accessible ways quickly increase 
production the basis the present production appar- 
atus should utilized. also necessary quickly over- 
come—with the help prompt measures—the bureaucratic 
impassivity the distribution apparatus, which causes the 
stoppages the process supply the population even 


9g 


cases when such stoppages are not justified the lack 
consumption articles. 

crease industrial production. order secure the 
smooth flow industrial production, necessary over- 
come the practice producing for reject, and restore 
the proper relation between material reserves and the pro- 
duction tasks the industrial establishments. order 
achieve further increase industrial production, the sys- 
This calls 


for realistic adaption the quantitative production tasks 


tematic reduction overhead costs needed. 


the actual supply materials, for putting the greatest 
stress improvement the quality production and 
the decrease overhead costs. must renounce the pur- 
suit purely quantitative indices attained the 
low quality and high overhead costs. 


expense 


the other hand, special effort with regard the 
quantitative increase production needed the field 
production raw materials and export goods exchange- 
able for raw materials. This necessary for the abolition 
disproportions between the material reserves and the 
production tasks industry. 

For this reason, while trying decrease costs general, 
should endeavor decrease, above all, the costs ma- 
terials. view the fact that the present time there 
is, in general, no lack of labor force, and since there are 
even certain elements unemployment, the main line 
our efforts should not the increase human pro- 
ductivity but the savings the consumption materials. 
investment program should also have this aim view 
putting stress investments which reduce the consump- 

should not afraid the idea certain slowing 
down the tempo the quantitative increase industrial 
production 


with the exception raw materials 


certain extent, this will only the abolition fictitious- 
ness the fulfillment industrial production plans. 
addition, may consider such decrease “investment 
quality and which will pay the future 
through faster tempo the quantitative increase pro- 
duction. 

the present time, considerable production forces, 
highly qualified technical and labor cadres, well con- 
siderable demand for raw materials are frozen the arma- 
ment industry. The present international situation makes 
possible, and the internal economic situation calls for, 
the turning considerable part that industry pur- 
poses directly indirectly connected with 
needs the population. 

Restoration incentives promoting the 
ment agricultural production. The increase agricul- 
tural production requires increased supply the means 
production agriculture, particularly fertilizers. 
increase the production and import fertilizers 
basic condition for the increase crops. However, the de- 
cisive factor hampering the development agricultural 
production and its increase the market the lack 
adequate incentives both the individual and collective 
peasant economy. 


the 
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This lack has two-fold character. the one hand, 
the conditions intensive industrialization the peasant 
has been confronted with difficulties obtaining indus- 
trial articles, especially building materials and the equip- 
ment necessary for his agricultural holding and household. 
This has limited his interest selling his products, and, 
indirectly, production. the other hand, independent 
peasants are unwilling raise their production for fear 
increased obligations towards the State, because they 
are afraid being classified The reason for 
this state affairs lies the lack legality still prevail- 
ing the villages, the fact that the distribution obli- 
gations towards the State depends upon the local chief- 
tains and various nepotic cliques. should also add here 
the fact that our agricultural policy has been widely apply- 
ing the methods non-economic compulsion; addition 
has been formulated very complicated way, which 
opened the door for great arbitrariness the part the 
executors this policy the provinces. 

these circumstances should formulate our agrarian 
policy few clear, unequivocal points understandable 
everybody and offering possibility free interpretation. 
increased obligations upon peasant who through his own 
work and industry has increased his wealth. also 
necessary diminish the extent non-economic pressure 
our agricultural policy, increase the marketability 
the production the peasant economy. 

our policy the field obligatory deliveries. The situ- 
ation already ripe for the abolition obligatory deliv- 
eries milk. The policy compulsory deliveries live- 
stock, grain and potatoes should analyzed from the 
point view its influence the profitableness the 
peasant economy; the abnormal situation which the 
peasant buys his own products the town market should 
liquidated. 

order make the peasants more interested supply- 
ing the market with their products, necessary, first 
all, supply the villages with building materials and with 
the industrial articles needed the village economy. 
should not hesitate increase the supplies building ma- 
terials for the villages, even the expense industrial 
construction. 

order make the peasants interested the sale 
their agricultural products, the State must strictly observe 
the fulfillment its own obligations within the contract 
system, and particular furnish the outstanding supplies 
coal well see the adequate quality these 
supplies. 

The development agricultural collectives should 
based the strengthening those already operation, 
and creating stronger economic incentives. particu- 
lar, the policy obligatory deliveries for collectives should 
studied find ways reducing these deliveries. Further- 
more, should examine the effectiveness the help re- 
ceived the collectives from the MTS; the bigger collec- 
tives should receive tractors and agricultural machines 
their own, have them under their administration. The 
basic condition for making collectives more attractive 


peasants full abidance by—and many cases the resto- 
ration of—their genuine cooperative character, the restora- 
tion real self-government, and the creation those con- 
ditions which the peasants would really feel that they 
are co-owners the collectives. 

Reconstruction and raising the efficiency handi- 
crafts and services. The basic condition the develop- 
ment handicrafts change tax policy, the policy 
which very often has had discriminatory character and 
which treated the individual handicrafts dangerous 
form capitalism. also necessary abolish the dis- 
criminatory principle placing orders with craftsmen and 
people working cottage industries only after these orders 
are rejected Socialized enterprises. This principle led 
the appearance many fictitious and very often para- 
sitic small productive cooperatives and the bureaucrati- 
zation small production and services. should also 
establish the principle that productive and service enter- 
prises somewhat larger size, for instance those which 
employ seven hired workers, even more case 


export production, should treated handicrafts. 

Raising the efficiency the distribution system. 
order abolish bureaucracy within the distribution ap- 
paratus, should continue our efforts aimed its decen- 
tralization and binding its distributive units directly 
the producers. particular, should make pos- 
sible for the State and cooperative shops, for groups 
such shops, obtain materials from, and place orders di- 
rectly with, the local handicraft and cottage industries. 

Systematic program foreign trade policy. The 
overcoming the present economic difficulties, and par- 
ticularly the raising the standard living, also calls for 
the regulation foreign trade. the immediate future 
shall obliged increase the import fertilizers for 
agriculture and raw materials for industry; the other 
hand, shall have decrease the import food. This 
will require systematic analysis the effectiveness 
particular fields foreign trade and particular mar- 


putting our national economy order which have been 
mentioned here require the adaption the investment 
structure. the field industry should shift the em- 
phasis from investment new means production, espe- 
cially industrial equipment, investment aimed the 
increase production raw materials for industry and 
fertilizers for agriculture. also necessary shift the 
emphasis the investment field from investments aimed 
decreasing the manpower employed investments 
aimed the decrease the consumption materials. 
far the construction field concerned, investments 
must shifted from industry the rural areas. will 
also necessary make certain investments for the bene- 
fit handicraft and small local industries, although, from 
the point view the possibilities mobilizing the re- 
serves latent the provinces, these investments should 
rather small. Special attention should paid in- 
vestments which yield quick results increasing the effec- 
tiveness foreign trade. will also necessary have 
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some investments, though not very large investments, for 
the transformation part the armaments industry 
into industry producing goods needed the people. 

far the general level investments concerned, 
its decrease aimed releasing great means for the pro- 
duction consumer goods basically impossible. in- 
crease production both industrial and agricultural 
consumer goods and the increase imports (or the de- 
crease exports) consumption articles raw-materials 
needed for the production consumer goods requires 
some increase investment outlays. Thus, the problem 
not much the raising the investment level, but rather 
securing its proper structure. The structure investments 
should such give maximum improvement the 
standard 

Restoration interest the results their 
work. This question partly connected with the question 
the wage and premium system, with the question 
workers’ participation the profits the working estab- 
lishments, etc. These are well-known and widely-discussed 
matters; adequate measures aimed the increase 
workers’ material interests are inseparable part put- 
ting the national economy order. However, the ques- 
tion the attitude towards work must not limited 
matters direct material incentives. They are connected 
with many matters general nature such the standard 
living, conditions advancement, the question par- 
ticipation the enterprise and confidence 
the reasonableness State economic policy. 

The nihilistic attitude great number workers 
comes both from the low standard living and from 
lack faith that the economic policy, requiring such great 
sacrifices the workers’ part, just and well-founded. 
Hence the urgent necessity program putting our na- 
tional economy order. necessary that people 
aware that the Party and the government are now under- 
taking the mobilization all reserves improve the stan- 
dard living, that they are taking measures aimed stop- 
ping and averting the process disintegration our na- 
tional economy, that they have clear, realistic program 
overcome the present economic difficulties. 

For many years, there has been connection our life 
between the results attained the worker his profes- 
sional work and the conditions for his advancement. Per- 
sonnel policy has been entirely independent the results 
the worker’s work; has depended upon pseudo-political 
criteria. use the word “pseudo” because what has been 
decisive practice was not the real evaluation the 
workers’ political attitude towards the People’s State, but 
formalistic, bureaucratic evaluation founded hearsay, 


and connections based nepotism and adherence cer- 
tain cliques. Such evaluation favored those individuals 
who tried get promotion not the basis their pro- 
fessional work, but their good relations with the per- 
sonnel department. What more, the name these 
pseudo-political reasons, teams professional workers, 
with long professional experience and good knowledge 
the conditions their working places, were often broken 
up. The practice shuffling people experienced 
specialists were replaced people without professional 
qualifications whose political loyalty was only pretense, 
and often even people doubtful moral value. The 
new cadre workers which has appeared connection 
with the growth the national economy has had ex- 
perienced instructors who could transmit them their 
professional knowledge. This has led the general de- 
crease the cadres’ level all fields national eco- 

further means raising workers’ interest the re- 
sults their work should the extension workers’ 
participation the administration enterprises. This 
participation should concern not only the conditions 
work, but all activities the working establishments, in- 
cluding their personnel policy. Only this way will the 
workers feel that they are the co-owners their working 
establishments, condition necessary for the full develop- 
ment constructive, Socialist attitude towards work. 

Further democratization the political and social 
life. The disintegration the national economy which has 
taken place the course the last years could have oc- 
curred only because the working masses lacked control. 
The lack democratic control within the Party, trade 
unions, workers’ meetings, and within the administrative 
apparatus prevented the timely revelation the growing 
process disintegration the nation and economy. The 
bureaucratic apparatus, favored the personnel policy 
described above, has been systematically misleading the 
Party and State administration through its optimistic re- 
ports the situation various fields the national eco- 
nomy. Persons possessing better knowledge the subject 
and evaluating the situation more realistically have lacked 
the courage opportunity inform the administration 
the real state affairs. addition, the growing disinte- 
gration the national economy has been carefully pro- 
tected against possible criticism means the excessively 
strict adherence the principle State secrecy. Under 
these conditions, the timely checking the growing dis- 
proportions and other difficulties had become impossi- 
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FROM THE COMMUNIST PRESS: 


Jerzy Putrament 


Excerpts from Jerzy Putrament titled “Most 
Important,” Przeglad Kulturalny (Warsaw), April 1956. 
Putrament was one the writers viciously attacked Mos- 


Pravda October 21. 


That which has been revealed the subject 
Stalin’s dictatorship cannot considered having set- 
tled the matter. [Rather] should considered merely 
the beginning prolonged treatment undertaken 
us. 

realize the immense value the revival Marxist 
science, the intensification ideological work, the 
restoration art its due place, etc. However, seems 
that the present moment the most important thing 
the field economics. Without evaluating the workings 
our economic system, without its radical and speedy im- 
provement, all our other actions have only superficial 
character. The the leading, the world’s best 
—science and art cannot flourish based technique 
which was and still lagging behind, economic ap- 
paratus functioning badly. 

our country, happens that even the prospect mak- 
ing several-hundred-percent profit may not necessarily 
spur people action. 

Consider the theaters. They receive [State] subsidies, 
which include fund amounting few thousand zloty 
for overtime work and for The theater may not 
put matinee performance after the fund spent, even 
though the cost matinee 900 zloty, and the income 
the sale tickets] three four thousand. Under 
normal conditions, theater manager who [thus makes 
profit, putting matinee performance] would 
given bonus, recognition, least grateful hand- 
shake. What one think the conditions under which 
the theater manager instead threatened with prosecution 
think conditions which concern for profits the 
State considered crime? 

Our country was very backward technologically. 
How can make for this backwardness treat our 
most important technicians, efficiency experts, 
inventors—this way: informed] that engineers 
motorcycle factories tremble for fear spoiling sheet 
drawing paper, screw, something else, because the 
bookkeeper allow them money for buying these trifles. 
few weeks ago, some professors’ assistants came 


me. They told the same story: their suentific research can 
stopped any moment the breaking test-tube. 
This because the allowance for test-tubes has ap- 
proved the Polish National Bank. The decision 
whether the university should continue its scientific research 
not rests with clerk. 

Recently Trybuna Ludu published two articles Edda 
Werfel—not building technique but the technique 
acquiring the necessary building permits. These are ap- 
palling articles. have bred special race men. 
ancient Egypt, there were specialists who explained the will 
sacred animals such cats, crocodiles, scarabs. 
How much more difficult comprehend the will 
clerks working out the regulations concerning investment 
matters! takes few years hard work learn how 
overcome all the difficulties with which would-be builder 
faced People’s Poland! 

The people from the State Commission Economic 
Planning have entangled our economy web contra- 
dictions and restrictions. They have hampered initiative, 
restricted and mixed the responsibilities various di- 
rectors; short, they have created horrible economic 
bureaucracy which most difficult bear for ordinary citi- 
zens. 


appears that the system bonuses, intelligently 
conceived, has become the meantime powerful pro- 
moter public swindling the State. 

The people from the State Commission Economic 
Planning got idea: the bigger the premiums for fulfill- 
ing the plan, the more willing people will fulfill it. 
Thus, they introduced premiums amounting several hun- 
dred percent normal earnings. Has worked the 
advantage production? has, indeed, and the form 
most pleasant for the people the State Commission: 
the form reports. 


Obviously, the high premiums have had one simple re- 
sult: non-fulfillment the plant has become major dis- 
aster for the whole working crew. Let’s not deceive our- 
selves: Poland, people not live exclusively their 
wages; they not spend premiums extras and luxuries. 
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Non-fulfilling the plan has become something terrible 
that people are ready anything avoid it. mason 
foreman reports artificially-increased results his crews’ 
work because otherwise will not receive any premium. 
The bookkeeper accepts this data because also in- 
terested avoiding the catastrophe non-fulfillment. The 
building director pretends not notice anything! 

The same thing also goes within the higher organs. 
Various unions and central administrations are filled with 
indignation someone tries unmask this fraud. Indi- 
cators plan fulfillment play important role their 
family budgets also. 

means intention put the blame for all 
our misfortunes exclusively the people from the State 
Commission Economic Planning. know about the 
existence the so-called objective difficulties. the first 
place, however, let’s consider the harmfulness exaggera- 
ting the alleged increase the standard living Po- 
land! would much better honestly revealed the 
truth about the difficult situation our economy! 

high time for learn that the best tactic 
dealing with our nation tell the truth, even 
painful truth; appeal its devotion; demand sac- 
rifices. Anything better than lulling the nation telling 

While was vacation met young man casually. 
had long talk. His profession was rather unusual: 
made electrical measuring instruments for 
specialized activities our industry. did home, 

was working for the State industry. However, 
delivered his intruments some intermediary co- 
operative. This was because objects this kind may 
bought industry only through that cooperative. would 
seem that intermediary parasitic link the road 
from producer consumer. appears however that this 
link has certain role fulfill, not economic role, but 
moral one. Namely, shields the State industry from the 


disgraceful contact with the 
ducer. 


enough realize what percentage goes that “la- 
bor” cooperative pecuniary reward for those moral 
values which allegedly cannot measured terms 
money. 


any rate, not small percentage. met the young 
man for the second time. has abandoned his previous 
work and now starting produce toys. The other 
work ceased profitable. the meantime, some new 
methods have been introduced, obviously 
order prevent too-easy flow work Peo- 
ple’s Poland. those measuring instruments, will 
buy them abroad. well known that have plenty 

have already succeeded making commonplace 
out “the cult the individual.” our conditions, how- 
ever, often took the form “the cult the office.” What 
painful blows were aimed anybody who dared stammer 
critical remark about the State Commission Economic 
Planning! 

Let’s make out this four-letter idol [the Commission] 
ordinary, albeit important institution. start pro- 
fessional discussion the absurdities our economic pol- 
icy. Let’s tell the truth about the economic situation our 

That the atmosphere “the 


cult the office,” all 
that was just and healthy our 


economy, all that was 
Socialistic, has been buried bureaucratic trash not 
touched anybody. 

result this, “Socialism” looks like this aver- 
age Polish citizen: the nationalization heavy industry, 
planning pickles, the increase steel production, the in- 
human system financing investments, the organizing 
farm collectives well giving premiums for collective 
deception. 

necessary remove the trash from the State Com- 
mission Economic Planning. Our society should see 
soon possible that the Socialist our life 
are freed from this abomination. 


You Cant Home Again 


REPATRIATES find that contrary regime promises, life there more 
difficult than ever. What more, they are not trusted their fellow country- 
men, nor they enjoy any esteem. best, they are considered the naive victims 
regime propaganda and are dubbed the “POW’s.” Before the war these initials 
stood for Polska Organizacja Wojskowa, Polish Military Organization: now stands 
for Pocos Osle Wrocil “Why did you return, you donkey?” 
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Hungary 


State Funeral for Rajk 


October the Party announced its decision 
organize state funeral for the Commu- 
nists Laszlo Rajk, Gyorgy Palffy, Tibor Szonyi and Andras 
Szalai, “militants and revolutionaries who result 
political trials past years were innocently condemned 
and executed” (Radio Budapest, October 3). This act 
atonement for errors committed the Rakosi era took 
place October the Kerepesi-Ut Cemetery. Top 


Communists (e.g., Politburo members Andras Hegedus, 
Istvan Kovacs and Antal Apro) formed guard honor 
along with the widows the four men, while some 200,000 
people marched past the graves. This mass demonstration 
seems indicate that the re-burial was seized upon 
the people occasion show their opposition the 
regime. 

Deputy Premier Apro spoke behalf the Party, gov- 
ernment and the People’s Patriotic Front. said that 
the Party realized that even the fullest rehabilitation could 
not undo what had been done, and that the execution 
these men “had weakened—if only temporarily—the faith 
many hundreds thousands Hungarian workers 
the superiority Socialist truth and Apro 
promised that the Party would call account leaders re- 
sponsible for the executions, and assured his audience 
that similar illegalities would not repeated the future. 
were vacillations after 1953,” said, “but have 
eliminated them and will continue eliminate them.” 

Making obvious, though indirect, reference Rakosi, 
Apro attributed the executions “Stalinist methods” and 
pursuit the “personality “slanders” against 
Rajk, pointed out, “were connected with slanders against 
Comrade Tito and other distinguished leaders Yugo- 
slavia. One must also not overlook the attempts 
views, clashes opinions, and collective leadership 
elected bodies.” 

Ferenc Munnich, the new Ambassador Belgrade, who 
spoke behalf Spanish Civil War veterans, called Rajk 
the most popular postwar leader and bitterly condemned 
his execution criminals who emerged from the 
gutter the personality want more Rajk 
continued. “We want Party and non-Party 
people their work without fear and with critical 
minds” (Radio Budapest, October 6). 


Latest News 
Upheaval Hungary 


During the night October 23-24, demonstrations 
the capital turned into riots and the whole coun- 
try was seething. hurriedly convened session the 
Party’s Central Committee elected new Politburo 
and Imre Nagy—New Course Premier, 1953-55 
was returned the Premiership. His first official 
act was establish martial law throughout the coun- 
try while simultaneously calling upon Soviet troops 
put down the uprising. 

The new Politburo members are: Antal Apro, 
Sandor Gaspar, Erno Gero, Andras Hegedus, Janos 
Kadar, Gyula Kallai, Jozsef Kobol, Gyorgy Marosan, 
Imre Nagy, and Zoltan Szanto. Geza Losonczy and 
Sandor Ronai were elected alternate members. 
and Kallai were arrested 1951, Marosan, former 
Social Democrat, 1950. Kadar was made First 
Secretary the Party’s Central Committee, and the 
other two members the Secretariat, Ferenc Donath 
and Gyula Kallai, are both Communists. 

his first speech the Hungarian people the 
new Premier appealed the rebels lay down their 
arms, promising complete amnesty there was im- 
mediate compliance with the request for surrender. 
Nagy also stressed that further “democratization” 


would take place and that the country would hence- 
forth follow “national” road. 


October the Yugoslav paper Politika (Belgrade) 
expressed its approval the funeral, but strongly denied 
“rumors” that the East European rehabilitations had been 
made for the purpose “normalizing relations” with 
Yugoslavia for fulfilling Yugoslav demands. 
funeral Laszlo Rajk and his companions,” Politika wrote, 
“is encouraging sign. not consider this merely 
act which answers the demands justice, but also proof 
the force Socialism Hungary.” 

October 14, Szabad Nep (Budapest) reported that 
State burials had also been granted former police 
cials Bela Korondi and Otto Horvath Honigsberg, and 
former Generals Laszlo Solyom, Gusztav Illy, Istvan Belez- 
nay, Gyorgy Porffy and Kalman Revay—all rehabilitated 
victims the 1949 political purges. 


Nagy Readmitted the Party 

Eight days after Rajk’s reburial, October 14, Szabad 
Nep (Budapest) announced that the Politburo had restored 
membership the Hungarian Party Imre Nagy. was 
explained that the committed during his term 
office had not been grievous justify his expulsion 
1955. This announcement came the midst heated 
debate between the Party leadership and segment the 
Communist intelligentsia the Nagy issue. Since 1955, 
these intellectuals have considered Nagy the symbol 
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and Nagy’s power has consti- 
tuted basic demand their year-long campaign for 
thaw (see below September 30, for example, the 
Communist writer Sandor Nagy called the Nagy affair the 
“touchstone Party unity” and insisted that the 
Premier allowed explain his views the public.) 

After resignation July, the Party leadership 
several announced that Nagy would rehabilitated 
and when indulged frank “self-criticism.” 
September speech Patriotic People’s Front meeting 
Budapest, recently rehabilitated Deputy Premier Gyorgy 
Marosan stated (Szabad Nep, September 
position, when said: 


the Party’s 


“Some 


people have asked why 


settlement the Nagy 
iffair has been delayed. Our Party leaders hold the opinion 
that would right take Imre Nagy back into Party 
ranks. However, this step can taken only Nagy ex- 
ercises frank self-criticism and accepts the 
tion the Central Committee.” 


October without indulging any overt self-criti- 
cism, Nagy sent letter the Party Central Committee 
which asked for reinstatement and requested 
from the Politburo (the letter was printed Szabad Nep, 
October The reply the Politburo (also printed 
Szabad Nep, October 14) did not give any indication 
whether not Nagy had agreed “confess” his past 
mistakes. The silence the subject suggested that 
Nagy had not “apologized” and that view the pres- 
sures exerted for Nagy’s return, the Party had been forced 
retract its earlier demands 


Mihaly Farkas Arrested 


Gero regime’s program rectify the wrongs com- 
mitted under Stalinism also resulted October an- 
nouncement (in Nep) the arrest former Se- 
Gyorgy Szendi and Gyorgy Szanto, for having committed 
serious legality.” This com- 
munique raised the question the fate former Defense 
Minister Mihaly Farkas father), who was dis- 
missed from his post July. October 12, Radio 
reporter queried Minister Justice Erik 
the subject and was told that Farkas’ case “belongs 
the prosecutor.” One day later, Szabad Nep published 
brief statement disclosing that Mihaly Farkas had been ar- 
rested shortly after Rajk’s reburial. referring all these 
arrests October broadcast, Radio Budapest also 
discussed the future Rakosi. 
that the former Party chief “could not play role the 
future Hungarian political life because his errors, 
cal principles and methods linked him policy which 
has been rejected the entire country and also the 
Nepszava October announced that Rakosi 
presumably for the USSR. 


curity Farkas, 


offenses against 


The commentator declared 


had left the country 


Other Arrests and Rehabilitations 


October (in Szabad Minister Justice 
Molnar stated that steps were being taken remove for- 
mer judges who had “compromised” themselves political 


trials the Stalinist era. Although Molnar mentioned 
names, likely that judge Vilmos Olty and Prosecutor- 
General Gyula Alapy (prominent the Mindszenty and 
Rajk trials) are among those slated for early dismissals. 

days prior this announcement, Radio Budapest 
made public the rehabilitation Protestant Bishop Lajos 
Ordas, who was arrested and sentenced 1948, the 
height the anti-Church campaign, for alleged 
violation regulations pertaining the possession for- 
eign currency. Ordas has now been declared innocent 
the ground that the evidence against him was inadequate. 
ology. The pardon Ordas followed September 14th 
amnesty priests whose rehabilitation was determined 
partly the “satisfactory development church-State 
relations” (Radio Budapest, September 

Total rehabilitation was finally granted Kalman Santha, 
the famous neurologist who was partially rehabilitated last 
spring (see August NBIC, 43). According Szabad Nep, 
September 25, Santha has been readmitted the Hun- 
garian Academy Sciences 

also noteworthy that the past month, Zoltan 
President Hungary 1946-48, reappeared 
the public scene after many years house arrest. Speak- 
ing over Radio Budapest, September 15, Tildy said: “For 
eight years, the only connection had with public life was 
reading newspapers and listening news broadcasts.” 


Writers Renew Attack 


Congress which began September 16th and 
lasted for five days, the Writers’ Union gave new expres- 
sion the ferment raging among Hungarian Communist 
intellectuals. The two hundred participants who gathered 
the Budapest Town Hall voiced their overwhelming 
support the handful Communist writers who, since 
1955, have waged bitter struggle for the restoration 
“democratic” freedoms; the speeches these rebels dom- 
inated the meeting. One one they took the floor and 
delivered scathing attacks the Party’s half-hearted 
measures liberalization; and one one they an- 
nounced that they would never cease their attacks until 
Stalinism had been eradicated.* 


Stalinists Removed from Leadership 


the first day the Congress, the writers elected 
new Union Presidium secret ballot. result 
the elections, all the Communist writers known for their 
tacit active support policies were eliminated 
from the Union leadership. Among them were Bela 
Sandor Nagy, Stephen Soter and Ernest 
time favorites the Party bureaucracy. The new officers 
were chosen from the ranks Communist rebels, non- 
Communist authors recently released from prison, pro- 
Communist but non-Party people, and politically uncom- 
mitted writers who have persistently avoided close asso- 
ciation with the regime. 


Peter Veres (head the now 
For background material the writers’ rebellion see June 
1956 NBIC, pp. 10-17, August 1956, pp. 38-42 and October 1956, 


pp. 51-52. 
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Benjamin Déry Tibor Fodor Jozsef Hdy Gyula 


Gyula Jankovich Ferenc Karinthy Ferenc 


Lajos 


Kolozsvdri- 
Grandpterre Emil 


J 


New Presidium 


Union 


Tamdsi Aron Lajos Veres Péter Zelk 


Ignotus Pal 
Képes Géza Lajos Kuczka Péter 
Németh Lédszlo6 Orkény Istvan Simon Istvdn Szab6 Lérinc 


pro-Communist Peasant Party) was re-elected Chair- 
man the Union, and the Communist rebel Gyula Hay 
and non-Communist Aron Tamasi were elected co-Chair- 
men. Peasant Party member Sandor Erdei was named 
the new Secretary-General. Other members the 
Presidium include: Gyula Laszlo Benjamin, Tibor 
Dery, Geza Kepes, Lajos Kassak, Zoltan Zelk, Laszlo 
Nemeth, Lajos Konya, Lajos Tamasi, Pal Ignotus, Lorinc 
Szabo, Pal Szabo, Ferenc Karinthy, Ferenc Juhasz, Peter 
Kuczka, Istvan Simon, Jeno-Jozsi Tersanszky, Jozsef Fodor, 
Ferenc Jankovics, Istvan Orkeny and Emil Kolozsvari- 
Grandpierre.* 

The elections were undoubtedly blow the Party 
which, last-minute announcement September 16, 
had attempted conciliate the Union cancelling the 
Party punishments inflicted eight Communist writers 
for their role the 1955 literary rebellion. Szabad Nep 
editorial that date announced that Tames Aczel, Sandor 
Erdei, Ferenc Karinthy, Gyula Hay, Peter Kuczka, Endre 
Veszi, Tibor Meray and Zoltan Zelk had been forgiven, 
because the measures taken against them had been “out 
proportion” and because they had practiced self-criticism. 
The pardon did not include Tibor Dery Tibor Tardos, 
who were excluded from the Party after the Petofi debates. 


The Party Disapproves 


Because the election results and the tone the 
speeches, the Party’s benevolence turned disapproval 
September 17. Szabad Nep complained that the Congress 
had not supported Party unity, had discussed issues “that 
should have been left the Party,” and had pushed Party 
militants into the background. The Party newspaper failed, 
however, publish the texts any the talks. Radio 
Budapest and the other regime dailies likewise restricted 
themselves brief, misleading summaries the proceed- 
ings, and was only September 22, after the Congress 
was over, that the full extent the writers’ continued re- 
bellion became known. that date, the Union’s weekly 
Ujsag (Budapest) defied the regime’s effort 
censorship and quoted many the speakers full. 


Debates Disclosed 


According the weekly, Chairman Peter Veres opened 
the meeting with denunciation tyranny. Veres stated 
that the “acid test the historic magnitude the Social- 
ist revolution” was defined the quality the partici- 
pation non-Party people. Veres pointed out that not 
only individuals but entire social classes had managed 
live for centuries under forms government they could 
not agree with. when the political potentates 
who denied them their human rights got into trouble, they 
did not lift finger help them. They did not care 
about the collapse rule which was never their own 
and which they even regarded inimical them.” Veres 

this group, Illyes, Kassak (former Social Democrat), Nem- 
eth, Ignotus (recently released from prison), Lorinc Szabo, 
Jozsi Tersanszky, Fodor (former Social Democrat), Jankovics and 
Kolozsvari-Grandpierre are non-Communists. Pal Szabo mem- 


ber the pro-Communist Peasant Party. The rest are Communist 
Party members. 


went discuss the relationship between these sup- 
pressed individuals and the powers that ruled them: 


“There were instance) writers who seemed 
cooperate, but while the potentates thought they were be- 
ing served, these writers gave them Shakespearian slaps 
the face which will resound until the end time. 
well-known that prisoner always shrewder [than his 
prisoners small possible, especially the number 
those who can think for themselves; also prudent 
allow people think free people, since only that 
way and with such people can the entire nation gain 
wholesome mentality.” 


Geza Kepes, talented translator Western poetry, de- 
nounced literary censorship. disclosed that after June 
1955, when Irodalmi Ujsag began more outspoken, 
the regime had confiscated one issue the weekly which 
contained satirical poems Laszlo Benjamin, article 
the “regrouping farm plots,” and review the 
Japanese film Hiroshima. Kepes said that neither the 
Writers’ Union nor the editor Ujsag had been 
warned this step advance, and placed the blame 
chiefly Prosecutor-General Gyorgy Non and Party func- 
tionary Erzsebet Andics: 

“When the paper—to put politely—had been re- 
moved, the Party leaders reprimanded Comrade Sandor 
Erdei for his article praise Benjamin. They 
said had badly advised Benjamin and had done him 
disservice praising poems the Party had censured. The 
real truth was that Comrade Rakosi and Mihaly Farkas 
did not like the satirical verses question.” 


Kepes also spoke about the Party’s removal George 
Hamos from the editorship Ujsag and the dis- 
missal Sandor Erdei from the post Secretary-General 
the Writers’ Union after the 1955 literary rebellion. 

These dismissals were reported unofficially early 1956 

but were never confirmed the regime.) “Aladar Tamas 
was appointed Secretary-General Erdei’s place, and 
result six members the Presidium and three members 
arbitrary methods administration and said that the 
September rehabilitation eight writers was 
incomplete because the announcement did not include 
Tardos and Dery. 


Nagy Case Discussed 


Tamas Aczel and number other speakers discussed 
the case Imre Nagy and demanded that also re- 
habilitated without delay. Aczel said: 


“The case Nagy has stagnated for weeks without 
moving inch. The public awaiting [further develop- 
with anxiety and interest. Nobody can say that 
intend open old wounds when insist clarifi- 
cation this issue. The facts life and time have made 
plain that the June [1953] policy was correct, and 
that Imre Nagy was also correct. quite certain that 
Comrade Nagy also committed errors this period. How- 
ever, self-criticism expected him, also expected 
those who led the campaign against him. are not 
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Photo, from Kereszt (Budapest), June 17, 1956, shows 
Christi Day procession the Parish Church, 
one the poorest districts the capital. This seems have 
been the first instance procession held outside church since 
the beginning Communist anti-religious discrimination. 


speaking here imprisonments and executions. 
have had enough all that. simply high time 
make plain everyone every mistake the past 
three years. opinion that without such clarifica- 
tion new political line, however well-intentioned, will 
have the necessary authority.” 


Aczel denied that had indulged any self-criticism 
prior his own “rehabilitation” the Party. want 
make absolutely clear,” said, “that not inclined 
change opinion and never will. proud 
the fact that have participated the fight Hun- 
garian writers.” Aczel also criticized the Party for equat- 
ing the sins the rebels with the sins the Stalinists 

“It interesting that Szabad Nep equates the right and 
left wings This attitude 
tends express nothing but that the mistakes such 
individuals Tibor Dery and Mihaly Farkas are equal 


-if one can use such terminology. 


magnitude. This cannot accepted. There are some 
who want bring back the old Stalinist principles and 
methods. believe that our task oppose such at- 
tempts, unmask them, and make such ventures im- 


possible.” 


2 


Complete Vindication Asked 


Zoltan Zelk, poet much criticized the regime for his 
gloomy verse, declared himself the side Dery and 
Zelk also said that was unrepentant and that 
“principles the 


Tardos. 
the only time had betrayed the 
was when “believed that true cause could 
served without humanity, morals respect for national 
traditions. 
two years ago 
fight against literary policy which nipped all work the 
bud. And asking the authorities not compel 


was this perception [of errors] that led 


into unfortunate, nerve-wracking 


make speeches such this. asking them 


competition which only talent and honesty count.” 
Gyula Hay and Tibor Meray spoke the same vein. 
Hay urged writers “form defensive and offensive alli- 
ance tell the and Meray declared that the cen- 
tral issue was literary freedom which inseparable from 
Meray admitted that the situation 


Hungary was improving and that people were begin- 


the people’s freedom.” 


ning breathe more freely, but pointed out that 
ers Can never conclude any sort gentleman’s agreement 
not attack those who attack them.” 
tion rehabilitation, Meray said: 


Regarding the ques- 


“If were right 
been wrong. We, however, have been punished, although 


then our opponents must have 


now admitted that the punishment was too heavy. 
the other hand, according Comrade Friss’ article 
this appeared Szabad Nep, September 16, answer 
demand Geza Losonczy that the Party take re- 
prisals against those who failed change their line after 
the Twentieth 
defamed 
serve any punishment. 
somewhat outmoded Stalinist logic. 
not need any kind forgiveness because have not 


Congress| those who slandered us, wickedly 
us, and even kept from writing, not de- 
but alas, 
state firmly that 


This splendid 


committed any crimes. Those who committed injustices 


out lack clear-sightedness and who now sincerely re- 


pent are the ones who need rehabilitation.” 


Gyula Fekete spoke about leaders who wanted return 
conditions the Stalinist period: “There are some peo- 
ple,” said, “who feel that these individuals should re- 
main key positions which afford them the opportunity 
try again favorable occasion. Others, myself in- 
cluded, who constitute overwhelming majority, hold 
that these people must not remain key positions.” 


Party Disapproves Again 


September 22, when Ujsag published the 
above reports the Congress, Szabad Nep printed long 
article chief the Party’s agit-prop section Sandor 
Nogradi, who objected some the speeches made 
the rebels. Insisting that the most important thing all 
was Party unity, Nogradi stated: 
Comrade 


one gives the speech Tamas 


clear that has not been guided this supreme aim.’ 
Nogradi also attacked Gyula Hay for his 
‘Hay spoke about telling the truth. This 


ref- 
erence truth: 


indeed indispensable. However, although Comrade Hay 
old Marxist revolutionary, has assumed almost 
idealistic attitude towards the question truth. Socialist 
literature must truthful way which serves the peo- 
ple. The Marxist knows that not every truth the 
truth.” 

Nogradi also voiced the Party’s disapproval the re- 
sults the elections: 


‘The unity of writers is not quite complete .. . Since 
the plenary meeting excluded from the Presidium 
certain writers who were called sectarians, some cases 
justly and most cases unjustly because they com- 
mitted errors the past because they have opinions 
which differ from those the majority. These writers 
are also worthy representatives Hungarian literature 
doubt, the Congress elected the new leadership 
democratic spirit. But hope that the future 
the Union will admit the Presidium excellent 
writers whose political thinking differs from that the 
majority. The democracy the Congress and the work 
the Writers’ Union could manifested better that way.” 


Nogradi also referred the question Imre Nagy and 
said that soon indulged the self-criticism re- 
quired him would readmitted the Party. 


New Editors Chosen 


September 28, the rebelling writers again returned 
the attack when the Union Presidium appointed new 
editorial boards for Csillag and Irodalmi Ujsag, respec- 
tively the monthly and weekly publications the Union. 
Laszlo Benjamin and Lajos Konya were named the new 
co-editors Csillag place Miklos and Istvan 
Kiraly—the latter strong Stalinist. Similarly, Bela Illes, 
editor-in-chief Irodalmi Ujsag, was dismissed from his 
post along with editors Tibor Cseres, Mihaly Foldes, Aladar 
Tamas and Gabor Tolnai. George Hamos was reinstalled 
editor-in-chief, and Endre Enczi, Sandor Erdei, Laszlo 
Nemeth, Istvan Orkeny, Lajos Tamasi and Zoltan Zelk 
were elected the newspaper’s editorial board. 

its September 29th and October 6th issues Jrodalmi 
Ujsag continued its discussions freedom. The former 
issue contained long article Otto Major who replied 
Nogradi stating that the “way strengthen Party 
unity not tolerate Party documents which have 
become obsolete and which have been proven harmful. 
Nor should fail draw conclusions about the people 
who are responsible Another, unsigned 
article the same issue demanded know why writers 
who were the “most sectarian spokesmen Stalinist dog- 
remained either silent absent from the Con- 
gress: “Why have they not uttered single word self- 
criticism? curious note that Szabad Nep reacts 
sourly the wrong inflicted this tiny group and does 
not criticize its members for adopting attitudes particularly 
unbecoming Communist 

Sandor Lukacsy, young poet who was expelled from 
the Party because his activities the Petofi meetings, 
demanded that full publicity given the present de- 
bates the Petofi Circle. Another writer. Emery Deme- 
ter, demanded know why Western newspapers were still 


“Writers Among Themselves: Louis Aragon, the famous French 
writer, between Istvan Orkeny (left) and Tibor Dery, the Buda- 
pest Peace Congress Dery was one the Hungarian 
mentioned the December 1955 Central Committee 
Resolution. Writers demanded his rehabilitation. 

Beke Szabadsag (Budapest), January 1953 


prohibited Hungary and insisted that the example 
Poland followed. And Pal Szabo wrote bold article 
demanding know why Hungarian prisoners war were 
still the USSR. 

The October issue contained number articles, 
poems and satires the rebels well leading edi- 
torial newspaper reporter, Sandor Novobaczky, who 
denied that Communists were automatically superior 
other people: Communist might superior non- 
Communist, but not certain that is. And quite 
certain that one million Party members cannot believe that 
they are superior the nine million who are not mem- 
bers.” Novobaczky said that the past the theory 
superiority had been transformed into naive set com- 
mandments which defined the Communist cultured, 
truthful, noble-hearted, determined, independent and 
thorough expert. “As non-Party member could not 
more cultured, more truthful, more determined and more 
press, the attacks are continuing, 
with ever greater vigor. 


Trade Union Meeting 


The Trade Union Council held its ninth plenary session 
September 10-11. Chairman the Council Sandor Gaspar 
reminded union leaders their responsibility workers, 
and stated that unions must play decisive role helping 
revise the wage system, raise pensions and solve the hous- 
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ing Gaspar criticized the present wage system 
being too complicated and too centralized (he remarked, 
for instance, that the piece rate system was wrongly applied 
cases where was impossible establish correct techni- 
cal norms), and said that the unions must given broad 
scope action determining new wage categories every 
branch industry. (The Council Ministers has al- 
ready given plant managers instructions this effect.) 
Gaspar also insisted that the unions granted more ex- 
tensive rights supervising the allocation workers’ apart- 
ments and proposed that the Council Ministers adopt 
resolution which would allow economic leaders assign 
housing quarters only with the approval union shop 
committees. 

Gaspar then turned the question labor laws and 
stated that the unions had not only the right but the duty 
see that the labor code was strictly observed: 


“Several complaints have been filed stating that even 
new, large industrial concerns fail observe welfare 
regulations create safe working conditions. Protec- 


economic leaders who violate the law must called 
task. One provision the new decree regulating 


states that the worker may quit his job 
without any disagreeable consequence the enter- 
prise does not fulfill its obligations workers.” (Szabad 


Nep September 


Gaspar also spoke about the need eliminate bureauc- 
racy within the trade unions themselves. “In extending 
trade union said, “we must start from the 
principle that greater powers must given eco- 
nomic agencies and enterprises. The greater economic in- 
dependence enterprises must reflected the work 
union plant Now, wage policy measures 
may taken without the approval trade union Central 
Committees. The increasing independence lower trade 
union agencies will make possible reduction the central 
apparatus.” 

the end the meeting the Council passed resolu- 
tion which embodied the main points Gaspar’s speech. 
The resolution stated that: trade union democracy must 
developed and centralization eliminated; conditions for 
“worker control” must established and unions must take 
prominent part solving production and management 
problems and improving working conditions; that 
union officials factories must prepared and qualified 
solve the above-mentioned problems. The resolution 
carefully pointed out, however, that ultimate power rests 
with the plant manager, who retains his “full 
make decisions. matters pertaining wages, production 
and personnel, the plant director’s duty “consult” 
with the union shop committee; matters concerning 
worker welfare, has the additional duty acting only 
with the approval “representative body workers.” 

Radio Budapest, September 10, mentioned briefly that 
there had been some disagreement among the delegates 
the meeting and that number government measures 
had been criticized. The commentator stated that one dele- 
gate had complained that many doctors between seventy 


and eighty years age were forced continue practice 
speaker stated that some 500 railway workers were 


because the inadequacy their pensions. 


state total exhaustion because the long hours they 


had been forced work. “The delegate contended that 
since the workers were from 35-40 years age, they were 
not entitled pensions.” 

Szabad Nep published October decree the 
Council Ministers designed broaden the powers 
both plant managers and trade unions. gave plant man- 
agers authority determine the method wage payment 

time rates, piece rates, group payment, etc.—but with 
the proviso that any shift from individual payment group 
payment may made only with the approval the union 


superior authority. 


Horvath Appointed Official 


connection with its present efforts increase workers’ 
confidence the trade unions, the government Sep- 
tember appointed former leading Social Democrat, 
Zoltan Horvath, Trade Union Council member. Hor- 
vath, who was recently pardoned after six years im- 
prisonment, was also named editor-in-chief the trade 
union organ Nepszava, which was Social Democratic 
daily prior the Communist coup. September 16, 
Szabad Nep carried the text statement made Hor- 
vath the subject his imprisonment: 

have just regained liberty after months 
suffering. During this time] was forced become 
aware not only own innocence but also the pol- 

for 
years and For this reason, the situation was par- 


icy shortcomings which had actively 


ticularly complicated, and one must think that either 
friends can forget want forget what have 
gone through.” 


Rural Policies Asked 


The “right-wing” attack collectivization that now 
under way Poland (see pp. 47-49) has also appeared 
Hungary. The fall Rakosi July and the growing 
strength the faction around Imre Nagy have apparently 
opened the door criticism the regime’s agricultural 
policy. The September issue (Budapest), the 
periodical the Hungarian Writers’ Union, contained 
article Istvan Markus, rural sociologist, entitled “The 
Summing Somogy.” Last summer, before the fall 
Rakosi, Markus and three associates studied the 
history several villages the country Somogy. They 
concluded that the Communist collectivization 
after 1949 had caused serious economic damage the 
villages because they bore relation agricultural condi- 
tions the desires the peasants. his article Markus 
proposed that if future collectivization is to be successful it 
should meet the following demands the peasants: 
should allowed choose their own members when 
forming kolkhozes, and even accept “kulaks” they 


desire; they should have the maximum liberty con- 


ducting their operations; they should allowed 
purchase and maintain their own agricultural machinery 
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proposal which Markus called “the essence” his pro- 
gram. 

The Markus’ argument, like that the 
Polish critics, that the previous policy has sacrificed 
productive efficiency agriculture dogmatism and cen- 
tralized control. His article was the subject debate 
Petofi Circle September 25. Most the 
participants are reported have agreed that “fundamental 
changes” 


substance 


are needed the regime’s agricultural policy 
Szabad Ifjusag September 27). 
president, Jozsef Hodek, said that the present method 
collective farm organization was bad: 


Any 


“It looks more like harassment. 
this way will backfire. 


results reached in 


but rather dangerous, that should conquer new ter- 


ritories while the same time the territories behind 
smolder. Whatever our way thinking, must admit 
that recent times kolkhozes have been developed with- 


out proper economic foundations.” 


The same newspaper reported September that 
peasants the Derecske area are not impressed with the 
superiority collective farming. The dispatch said that 
small peasant with five cadastral acres has more income 
than member collective. This fact shows their 
The report substantiated 
Markus’ assertion that the peasants will accept collectives 
only they retain title their land and can have their 
own machines. 


way life and their clothing.” 


Poor Harvest 


Minister Agriculture Janos announced that 
this year’s harvest results will poor compared last 
particularly major food crops (Szabad Nep, Sep- 
tember 22). Bread grains are off, corn yield percent 
below last year’s; and only hemp and rice are crops 
expected larger. The grain harvest particular 
importance since Hungary has importing wheat. 
said that the reasons for the poor harvest were: 
drought and lack sunshine; shortage fuel (see 
below) which has affected the machine tractor stations; 
and the fact that the supply chemical fertilizers was 
percent below plan the first half the year. 


Fuel Crisis 


The political uncertainties were heightened 
cheerless news from the economic front: Hungarians are 
have another cold October Szabad Nep 
predicted that, even under the best circumstances, “we 
shall not have coal.” This admission 
came the heels announcements the Hungarian 
State Railways that 600 passenger runs would suspended 
for three weeks October (Szabad September 
and the Ministry Transportation and Posts that more 
than thousand trucks and 500 buses had already been 
taken off the roads 


winter. 


abundance 


Radio Budapest, September 

The immediate source the crisis the oil fields 
Nagylengyel where, according the regime, water seepage 
has cut this year’s production the equivalent million 


President the Collective Farm: let go, boys. want 
welcome the middle peasants with open arms.” [The regime has 
lately intensified its campaign against collective farmers who are 
reluctant accept new 

Ludas Matyi (Budapest), August 1956 


tons make matters worse, coal imports from 
Poland and Czechoslovakia are reported lagging. 
counter the fuel shortage the coal industry has been asked 
mine 300,000 tons excess its semi-annual target; 
miners have been ordered work four Sunday shifts 
during the last quarter the year; and the regime mak- 
ing frantic efforts import more coal and oil from Yugo- 
Bulgaria, Romania, the USSR, Austria and West 
Germany. 


Soviet Loan 


1957, the USSR will grant Hungary emergency 
loan 100 million rubles, according Szabad Nep 
pest), October Under the terms the agreement, 
Hungary will receive vital materials (coke, nonfer- 
rous metals, synthetic rubber, rolled goods) the value 
million rubles; the remaining million will 
supplied the form Western foreign currencies. The 
loan repaid between 1960-65 annual interest 
rate two percent. Official commentaries the Soviet 
offer stressed the fact that the loan would help increase 
supplies the population and improve foreign trade with 
“capitalist” countries. 


Poland 


Gomulka Speech: 


(Continued from page 


deliberate provocation, deliberately accusing people 
deeds they had not committed. Clarification this 
matter essential and should undertaken com- 
mission completely impartial people. 

All the opponents Socialism, all the enemies Peo- 
ple’s Poland, cannot fail take advantage the present 
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situation. The greater activity shown these elements 
has also caused certain waverings among Comrades 
the Party leadership and the provinces. That 
why necessary firmly tell the entire nation: 
the road democratization the only road. shall 
not deviate from this road and shall defend ourselves 
with all our might against being pushed off this road. And 
shall not allow anyone use the process democrati- 
zation undermine Socialism. And there any- 
one who thinks that possible kindle anti-Soviet 
mood Poland then deeply mistaken. Polish- 
Soviet relations based the principle equality and in- 
dependence will create among the Polish people such 
profound feeling friendship for the Soviet Union 
that attempt sow distrust for the Soviet Union will 
find response among the Polish people. Such relations 
are guarded first all our Party and together with 


Gomulka Issue and Thaw* 


While Gomulka was negotiating with the Party the 
subject his return power, elements 
among the Communists used the Gomulka issue further 
the thaw. Reacting the mystery which these nego- 
tiations were wrapped, youth leaders and prominent 
Sejm deputy—former Socialist Julian Hochfeld—launched 
new attacks government secrecy and illegal methods 
administration. 


Youth League Makes Demands 


conspicuously bold repudiation the icy hand 
official censorship was made September 20-21 meeting 
the Warsaw Board the ZMP (Youth Union). Act- 
ing with unprecedented independence, the Board passed 
resolution demanding full information the content 
the talks which had taken place between the Party 
and Gomulka after the Seventh Plenum the Central 
Committee, held July. These talks were announced 
brief communique August which stated only that 
“basic problems the Plenum” had been discussed. 

second resolution, the Warsaw ZMP denounced 
official interference the free flow news and called 
for new Press Act and clear definition the powers 
the Press Control Office. third and equally rebellious 
(though unrelated) resolution protested the 
failure include ZMP representatives 
charged with converting office space into housing quar- 
ters. This criticism, which took the form letter 
Premier Cyrankiewicz, was based the fact that the idea 
conversion had originated the ZMP. 

Significantly, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), September 21- 


22, printed only brief summary the ZMP meeting 


and neglected mention the resolution Gomulka. 
Radio Warsaw referred the Gomulka resolution but 
did not quote it. Having lately embarked more liberal 
policy, however, Radio Warsaw did broadcast long ex- 


This and the following items were written before the latest 
uphe ay al. 
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tracts from some the speeches the meeting the 
so-called problems youth. The program, broadcast 
September 26, contained excerpts from talk given 
Jerzy Kroc, member the ZMP Plenum, who blasted 
press censorship. Kroc complained about delays reporting 
news and said that was outrageous have had learn 
about the accident the Chorzow mine (see October 
NBIC, 50) from English citizen. “He told that 
our press had [merely] stated that there had been serious 
accident Silesia; only the following day did the press 
say ihat the accident was Chorzow.” Kroc also com- 
that the press ignored delicate subjects such 
anti-Semitism, although everyone spoke about such mat- 
ters openly: “Two days ago, met one friends 
who said that there had been anti-Semitic riots Wal- 
brzych. there were riots, then should know about 
them, and there weren’t then can see what happens 
when this type rumor allowed circulate.” 
Henryk Gawlik, one the editors the youth 
Sztandar Mlodych, similarly attacked the press for failing 
publish full the discussions that took place im- 
portant meetings. Because this policy, said, recent 
conference Warsaw ZMP activists had been described 
rumor anti-Soviet, anti-Party, chauvinistic and an- 
archistic—charges labelled untrue. 


Hochfeld Speaks Again 


While the ZMP concentrated censorship, Julian 
Hochfeld—the government’s severest critic the last ses- 
sion the Sejm—focussed the subject responsible 
leadership. September article Zycie Warszawy, 
Deputy Hochfeld deplored the “inglorious” role 
Sejm the years 1948-52, when “decrees basic im- 
portance were approved without discussion best 
after fruitless discussion which actual argument was 
advanced.” recalled that the Six Year Plan 
had been accepted without amendment; 
significant appointments and resignations had been re- 
ceived silence; and that “tragic such the 
dismissal and arrest Gomulka and Spychalski, had been 
agreed without word. Hochfeld also remarked 
the government’s failure make even the briefest foreign 
policy statement the years following the outbreak 
the Korean War. Warning against return the past, 


Hochfeld said: 


\ 


“It most profound conviction that the center 
gravity the process democratization lies not much 
opposing individual leadership with collective leadership 
autocratic leadership with elective, con- 
trolled, responsible leadership, subject recall. The thing 
that matters here Sejm which supervises the govern- 


This the shortest answer the question what kind 
Sejm need.” 


. . 
Minc 

The resignation 51-year-old Hilary Minc, First Deputy 
Premier, Politburo member, and long-time Communist 


chief economic planning, was announced October 
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long the head Communist economic planning Poland, shown here right sitting next Stalin. Premier 
shown lighting the cigarette. left. Mine resigned Deputy Premier and member the 


on October 9. 1956. 


Photo from Lat Polski Ludowej 1949 


Radio Warsaw communique stated that “the request 
was motivated the prolonged illness which, recent 
years, has forced Comrade Minc stay away from work 
for lengthy periods reported suffering from 
leukemia| and which, 1956, has made virtually im- 
possible for him carry out his duties.” 

who was born into wealthy Warsaw family, be- 
came Party member his youth and was well known 
economist even before the war. After the Nazi inva- 
sion fled the USSR and there helped organize the 
Union Polish Patriots which, under the name “Com- 
mittee for National Liberation,” organized the provisional 

Although the resignation Minc was attributed 
health, there was ample reason believe that his removal 
was connected with the negotiations previous re- 
storing Wladyslaw Gomulka top post. The name the 
former Party Secretary-General, who was purged 1948, 
has long been associated with policy “national” Com- 
munism which aimed, among other things, conciliating 
private farmers. Minc, the other hand, was respon- 
sible for drafting Poland’s Six Year Plan heavy indus- 
trialization and harsh Stalinist collectivization the coun- 
tryside. There has been rumor 
months that Gomulka had made Minc’s removal from the 
government pre-condition for his return leadership 
With Minc’ resignation, only one Jew—Roman Zambrowski 

remains the Politburo, fact which significant 
view recent purges Jews from middle and top Party 


posts 


Poznan Trials 


September 27, the regime began the first trials 
persons indicted for playing “anti-Socialist” 


and “anti- 


role the Poznan riots. The atmosphere the 


crowded courtrooms was sharp contrast the spirit 


which had dominated all previous Communist show trials 
the postwar period. Instead giving prepared testi- 
mony and uttering robot-like confessions obtained force, 
the defendants showed rebellious spirit and described 
with frank, fearless simplicity the conditions which had led 
them participate the June strike for bread, freedom 
and liberation from Soviet domination. 

Although the Party leadership itself had given the go- 
ahead signal for and “legal” proceedings, the gov- 
ernment was caught embarrassing position the 
speeches the defense attorneys and the statements 
witnesses piled up. the time the fifth group defend- 
ants appeared court, was clear that the Poznan trials 
were not much demonstration the Party’s new policy 
liberalization denunciation the regime for its 
past and present errors. view this situation, the 
government issued brief announcement postponing fur- 
ther trials and, after the upheaval the Politburo which 
followed later the month, seemed probable that many 
the sentences would rescinded and the Poznan affair 
would left that. 

Almost all the defendants the Poznan trials were 
young workers their twenties. The testimony which they 
presented the court (which has been widely covered 
the Western press) provided overwhelming documenta- 
tion the poverty, injustice and police brutality which 
have prevailed postwar Poland. Many the accused 
described how they had been forced hunger, bitterness 
and frustration into life crime, while others told 
their betrayal the Party which they had belonged. 
During the first trial, which three young men were 
charged with the murder Security Police corporal, the 
defense Stanislaw Hejmowski, speaking audi- 
ence which included number Western observers, 


blamed the regime for the phenomenon “hooliganism” 
which, said, “was linked with our bloody past.” 
Hejmowski also indirectly described the defendants 
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“heroes the revolution.” October after listening 
Hejmowski’s impassioned plea for leniency, the court 
sentenced the defendants prison for moderate terms 
ranging from six months four and one half years. 

The other trials followed similar pattern. October 
12, the Poznan court sentenced seven young persons ac- 
cused stealing arms from prison and shooting Security 
Police officials jail for terms ranging from one six 
years. Charges against two the defendants were dis- 
missed. Sentences third trial, which began Octo- 
ber have not yet been passed. The accused are ten 
young men charged with robbing homes during the riots 
and conducting armed attacks against the prison, the 
militia commissary and the Army College Poznan. 
the fourth and fifth trials, eight young men charged with 
burglary and robbery shops during the riots received 
prison sentences ranging from six months four years. 

its coverage the trials, the Party organ Trybwna 
Ludu (Warsaw) restricted itself largely dry summaries 
the proceedings which placed main emphasis 
the speeches the prosecutors and objected strongly 
some the arguments the defense. (Radio Warsaw, 
which showed more tolerant attitude, broadcast long 
excerpts from the trials, although failed quote the 
most damaging comments; some the other Polish news- 
papers, however, were outspoken reporting the defense 
the accused.) For instance, October Trybuna 
Ludu published commentary the first trial which 
stated: 

“The crimes with which the defendants are charged 
aroused the deepest aversion. have contempt 
for the intellectual and attitude which 
such deeds, and fighting against the political atti- 
tude which finds expression these deeds. not think 
that less objective than some the American re- 
porters .. 


moral leads 


who the worst consider these deeds ‘ex- 
and their political motivation highly praiseworthy. 
should blamed for the fact that young man 
becomes hooligan?’ the defense attorney asked. 
that mean that the courts should refrain from punishing 
the That just what the defense attorneys de- 
manded last Thursday. 

Two days earlier, October Trybuna Ludu spoke 
the same vein. Objecting the arguments the de- 
fense counsels, the newspaper stated that “under cir- 
cumstances can agree with that part the speech 
which defense Kujanek attempts excuse the 
actions the accused Foltynowicz [explaining] them 
reaction mistakes made the people’s government 
regard the working class Poznan and [by identify- 
ing] Foltynowicz representative this working 
October 12, Trybuna Ludu reported that the Provin- 
cial Prosecutor’s Office Poznan had asked for upward 
revision the sentences. 


Other Reactions 
The other East European regimes gave scant publicity 
the Poznan trials. Rude Pravo (Prague), September 28, 
for example, tersely reported that the trials had opened, 
that the indictments had been read and that some the 


defendants and witnesses had been interrogated. day 
later, September 29, mentioned the names some 
the Western observers and quoted passages from the 
indictments. September and October Rude Pravo 
was silent the subject, and October issued 
brief communique which stated, among other things, that 
Chalasinski [one the had 
made some observations favor the defendants.” 
October the newspaper discussed statements the prose- 
cutor the first trial and his demands for “severe, just 
punishment” these “savage crimes.” 

Scinteia (Bucharest), September 29, announced the 
opening the Poznan trials brief item its back 
page. After that, the next communique the subject was 
October when Radio Bucharest stated that the trial 
had ended. The commentator did not announce the sen- 
tences. Rabotnichesko Delo October quoted the 
Trybuna Ludu release September the subject, 


court 


and pointed out that the “persons brought trial are 
comparatively young persons who, under the influence 
the enemy, have the heaviest crimes against 
their Two days later, October Rabotnichesko 


demonstration 


committed 


report pointing out how the Poznan 


“began quietly” was used crim- 


inals and enemies the Polish government: crim- 
inals are now being brought trial. must decisively 
emphasized that the Polish authorities are prosecuting only 
those who committed criminal acts. Many witnesses 
case should the 


Poznan workers compared with the criminals who used 


confirm the guilt the accused. 


the demonstration for purposes. The accused these 
trials are not representatives the working class. 
Rabotnichesko Delo also pointed out that the trials were 
being carried out spirit legality and justice which 
“recognized all rights the accused.” 

Only the Hungarian press published information the 

Although the begin- 
(Budapest) and Nepszava 
that 
Rabotnichesko Delo, they later relaxed their censorship 


speeches made the defense. 
ning the trials Szabad Nep 

followed the same line taken 
ban. The Hungarian people were given full account, for 
defendant Jan Suwart 


who described how his Communist father had 


instance, the case the sec- 
ond trial) 
been imprisoned the regime false charges, and how 
himself had been hungry that had been forced 


Ministries Reorganized 

Roman Fidelski was removed from the post Deputy 
Minister the Machine Industry, according Radio 
Warsaw, September 30. the same time, the Council 
Ministers recalled Edward Demidowski from the post 
Deputy Minister Foreign Trade. October fur- 
ther changes were announced the Ministry the Ma- 
chine Industry. Deputy Ministers Henryk 
Walenty Szablewski, Wladyslaw Gabinski and Julian Gren 
were removed from their posts. Gren was transferred 
the post Deputy Minister Foreign Trade. Trybuna 
Ludu, October stated that Premier Cyrankiewicz had ap- 
pointed Marian Olewinski Deputy Minister Road 
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and Air Transport and Ignacy Czerwinski Deputy Min- 
ister the Machine Industry. October 18, Premier 
Cyrankiewicz continued the reorganization the economic 
leadership. Roman Piotrowski was removed Deputy Min- 
ister the much-criticized Ministry for Building Industry 
and transferred diplomatic service. the same date 
Aleksander Wolski was recalled Under-Secretary 
State. 

The changes the Machine Industry Ministry are prob- 
ably closely connected with the Poznan riots. week be- 
fore the incident the Poznan workers negotiated with 
cials the Ministry and reported that Fidelski told 
them that they went strike tanks would meet them 
the streets. 


Workers Demand Self-Management 


The strength the Poznan uprising and the 
relatively mild treatment persons implicated ap- 
parently have given Polish workers new sense their 
own power. the past month they have shown this 
strength demanding larger share planning, man- 
agement and profits. This movement, which originated 
the Zeran Motor Works and which soon spread other 
factories, called for the establishment worker-councils 
run each plant—a system widely used Yugoslavia. 
Although Communist officials greeted these suggestions 
for worker self-government coolly, the plan won the sup- 
port number journalists and, with workers and 
Communist intellectuals joining forces, the government 
clearly had delicate problem its hands. 


Klosiewicz Resists 


The workers Zeran presented their proposals for 
self-government September meeting attended 
Trade Union Chairman Wiktor Septem- 
ber 22, Zycie Warszawy (lately one the most outspoken 
Warsaw dailies) printed long account the conference 
which bitterly attacked Klosiewicz for failing 
support the workers and for adopting evasive attitude. 
According the author the article, Kasprzycki, 
Klosiewicz told the workers that their plan was servile 
imitation the Yugoslav practice. this, the workers 
replied: “We are not following 
Our proposals are based the 
past twelve years. 


the example. 
sad experiences the 
don’t say that the Yugoslav 
system best, but also don’t say that the present meth- 
ods our administration are socialist methods. The sys- 
tem which proves the best shall recognize 
the socialist system. want have the kind 
self-government, for instance, which would entitle 
appoint and dismiss directors.” 

The workers also criticized impractical the govern- 
proposals for speedier wage increases. “We don’t 
want,” they said, “new fictions which may only lead 
Instead, they called for better utilization 
reserves, improvements foreign trade, end the 
luxuries granted officialdom and changes economic 
organization. the opinion Kasprzycki, there was 
striking difference between the “logical 


“The defendants’ bench the trial those involved the armed 
attack the Office for Public Security [the Bezpieka] 


Poznan.” 
Trybuna Ludu Warsaw), September 28, 1956 


the Zeran workers and the devious re- 
plies they received answer their doubts. The Chair- 
man the Central Trade Union Council 
too often alluded forces which allegedly set limits 
his good will, but didn’t specify all what they 
were.” Zycie Warszawy concluded stating that, despite 
their disillusionment with Klosiewicz, the workers had 
decided develop their plans further and had lost neither 
enthusiasm nor hope. 

Radio Warsaw, September 22, also attacked Klosiewicz’ 
attitude the Zeran meeting. The commentator, Jerzy 
Szydlo, remarked: “The workers dislike those 
mouths are filled with slogans about democratization but 
who impede that process practice. That why 
the grave word ‘demagogy’ was uttered frequently 
the Zeran Although took Klosiewicz task 
for the glaring discrepancy between his words and deeds, 
Szydlo reserved his sharpest arrows for “Comrade Pilak” 

the trade union council Zeran. Pilak, 
said, had completely ignored the question workers’ 
autonomy his report the meeting and had failed 
inform higher trade union organs about the long and 
tedious work involved drawing the 
program which originated not blind imita- 
tion any examples whatever, but profound analysis 
the mistakes committed this factory. 
Summing the Zeran program, Szydlo said: 


speeches 


Ww hose 


includes pledge double production compared 
with the present level, eliminate completely the current 
losses production, and, what more, create condi- 
tions which would enable the factory working 
earn profits for the State. component part 
this program granting autonomy the factory and 
creating factory self-government the highest managing 
organ. Comrades Zeran not want any promises 
from above. They want work themselves for in- 
crease their real earnings. They argue that the 
experiment does not succeed, they are prepared take 
the consequences—an attitude worthy warm support.” 

the Zeran project accepted the Ministry 
Engineering, will into effect January 1957. 
PAP, the official press service, reported September 
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that the project stipulates that the prices automobiles 
ought reflect the real costs production, allowing five 
percent profit margin. the profits, percent would 
the State, percent for housing construction for 
factory employees and fifty percent for the staff. 

addition the proposals Zeran, the past month 
the press published brief reports plans for decentrali- 
zation and self-management other factories and, 
September 29, Radio Warsaw reported that conference 
attended members the Central Committee and the 
State Commission for Economic Planning, well 
economists and journalists, had been held the office 
the Council Ministers discuss these proposals and 
make changes the administration industrial and 
building enterprises. The meeting proposed that Party- 
government commission created “summarize the 
results the experiments which recently have taken 
place all over the country,” and Deputy Prime Minister 
Jaroszewicz, who presided the meeting, stated that 
would submit the proposal the Party and government 
leadership for approval. 


Thaw Agriculture 
Landmark: Article 


the shifting political climate Warsaw, discussion 
among Party members has now been extended far 
question the merits collectivization. One the basic 
premises Communism was challenged the writers’ mag- 
azine Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), September Edward 
Lipinski, economics professor the Main School 
Planning and Statistics. attacked the Party doctrines 
collectivization stemming from “incorrect eco- 
nomic theory” which had recent years played havoc 
with the Polish economy and particularly with agriculture. 
theory, said, based “obsolete ideas and points 
view” and made worse “abracadabra terminology 
deplorably translated into Polish.” 

“In agriculture have concrete and drastic example 
how bad theory must result bad, harmful policy. 
This bad, magical theory composed the 
following elements: the wrongly interpreted principle the 
supremacy politics over economics the maniacal-cum- 
magical division peasants into kulaks, medium and poor 
peasants the pseudo-revolutionary ideas about taxes 
the Treasury Department the activity demoral- 
ized tax bureaus and officers the fact that for many 
years the peasants have been deprived building ma- 
terials, chemical fertilizers, machines and equipment. 


Lipinski threw overboard Lenin’s thesis that inde- 
pendent peasantry breeding ground capitalism, and 
argued the contrary that even the existence “kulak 
class” threat “Socialism.” suggested that ef- 
ficient kulak farmer who invests his surplus product the 
improvement his farm preferable collective farm 
that not only less productive but requires extensive State 
aid. “On account does Socialism entail nationalizing 
agriculture where previous capitalist development has not 
already organized agriculture the form great farm 
factories based hired labor.” 


The important elements agricultural policy, said 
Lipinski, have little with forms land ownership. 
The goal ought higher productivity, and this means 
supplying agriculture with machinery and fertilizer. While 
not denying that—other things being equal—large farms 
should economically superior small ones, said that 
the Polish experience was inconclusive because “this prob- 
lem has hitherto been treated magical, propaganda 
manner, and are lacking any really scientific analyses 
the problem.” The State farms, went on, are notori- 
ously unproductive, “devoid all Socialism” and 
ing proof pseudo-Socialist inferiority comparison with 
the capitalist.” 


Another writer, Jozef Okuniewski, took grim look 
some farm production statistics and implied that the Com- 
munists had been lying claiming advances agricul- 
ture. said that the productivity Polish agriculture 
has declined since before the war, while during the same 
period “the capitalist countries made great strides pro- 
ductivity” Gospodarcze September 
1956). arrived this conclusion discarding the 
official Polish statistics methodologically incorrect, and 
using estimates prepared the Food and 
Organization the UN. For six important crops—wheat, 
rye, barley, oats, potatoes and sugar beets—yields per hec- 
tare were less 1954 than they had been 1934-38. 
West Germany, Austria, The Netherlands, France and the 
United States, the other hand, yields for the same crops 
showed substantial increases. explain this difference 
Okuniewski then examined statistics fertilizer consump- 
tion and found that “the chief reason for the great increase 
yields achieved recent years the capitalist countries 
the great increase the consumption chemical 
Though official regime statistics show even 
greater increase for Poland, claimed that these figures 
are distorted, and that reality the use fertilizer 
Poland greatly declined between 1938 and 1953. Because 
the regime’s statistics are biased, “the Minister Warsaw 
convinced that the peasants Poznan dis- 
tricts receive more fertilizer than they did before the war; 
the fact that they now receive less fertilizer. 

conclusion, Okuniewski charged that the 
agricultural policy has been one-sided, emphasizing “trac- 
torization” but neglecting the chemical industry. have 
permitted our agriculture hobble along, one foot 
the tractor and the other bare foot limping behind, because 
the underdeveloped fertilizer industry.” 


The official doctrine was otherwise. First Secretary 
Ochab, speaking the harvest festival Warsaw (Try- 
buna Ludu, September 10), said that there had been 
“considerable” increase agricultural production 
per capita basis since 1938. admitted that this still 
leaves much desired. 
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“We know, however, that the Six Year Plan failed 
achieve the expected increase agricultural output, 
and that the yield per hectare, though higher now than 
prewar Poland, still much lower than, for instance, 
the GDR, Czechoslovakia and many other countries. 
result unsatisfactory yield per hectare, Poland must 
import over one million tons grain order 
meet the 


annual 
needs the quickly growing Polish towns and 
the whole nation. must recalled that while 8.7 


million people 


19 


million people Poland live towns.” 


More Kolkhozes 


insisted that there will change the regime’s 


lived towns before the war, this year 


established policies, which give equal stress raising crop 
vields and further collectivization. repeated the claim 
denied Lipinski) that kolkhozes are more productive 
than private farms. “The average yield per hectare 
kolkhozes 1955 was four percent higher than the average 
yield individual peasant farms. This fact great 
importance.” apparent recognition the developing 


controversy over collectivization said: 


“The Second Party Congress and the decisions the 
Central Committee our Party emphasized that the de- 
velopment the kolkhoz movement the basic task 
our Plan. Despite this clear, unambiguous expression 
our attitude men ill-will are trying sow con- 
fusion and create doubts the future policy the 


Government the kolkhoz movement.” 


Some Kolkhozes Dissolving 


Later the month, however, Politburo member Roman 
Zambrowski revealed that some kolkhozes are being dis- 
solved Ludu, September 26). Addressing con- 
ference provincial Secretaries and Central Committee 

the Party aktiv), admitted that many 
leaving kolkhozes. maintained that this 
was because some kolkhozes were inefficient had not 
been democratically run. large proportion the kolk- 
hozes established 1956 are “tiny, weak units which 
not possess any wider possibilities development.” 
would only realistic, argued, dissolve such kolk- 
hozes and concentrate strengthening the more viable 


sec tion heads 


peasants are 


ones. 


“There wrong and ill-founded apprehension [at 
lower Party that such inefficient and inopera- 
tive kolkhoz dissolved, this fact bound infect other 
kolkhozes. And yet such kolkhoz doing more harm 
the cause collectivization than enemy propaganda. 
Moreover, sometimes compel these inefficient kolkhozes 
on; they are kept alive with credit injections; they 
are released from these those obligations; and such 
kolkhozes merely vegetate.” 


Farm Machinery Peasants 


Zambrowski also commented the unpopularity 
Machine Tractor Stations 
trol the countryside 


the main levers regime con- 
and admitted that “many kolk- 
hozes, even good ones, make effort limit their rela- 
tions with MTS.” said that the regime contemplating 
“some experiments 


the direction “equipping the 


kolkhozes with tractors, threshing machines and suit- 
able machinery which until now could owned only 
MTS.” the course the Five Year Plan some 3,000 
tractors will supplied directly kolkhozes. repeated, 
however, that this was experimental program and one 
requiring caution. “While experimenting not permis- 
sible obliterate the MTS, not permissible weaken 
the solicitude for the best possible exploitation MTS and 
for establishing proper mutual relations with kolkhozes.” 

Other developments indicate that the regime has de- 
cided liquidate the county machine tractor stations 
and sell their machinery groups independent 
peasants. This will leave the POMs (district machine trac- 
tor stations) service the collectives. The trend began 
during the summer with the liquidation GOMs 
Szczecin Province July. article Trybuna Ludu 
September advocated the general liquidation 
GOMs the ground that the peasants would take better 
care the machinery. October Radio Warsaw an- 
nounced that according Director Waclawski the 
GOM Administration, governmental decree will shortly 
appear which will regulate the sale machines peasant 
machine teams and the liquidation GOMs. more 
GOMs are liquidated, their repair shops will assigned 
the POMs, kolkhozes and private artisans.” 
Oscar Lange’s article). 


(Also see 


Soviet Example Called Bad 


the end the month new and still bolder attack 
collectivization appeared the magazine young intel- 
lectuals, Poprostu (Warsaw). the issue September 
30, Zochowski charged that food expenditures absorb 
“up percent the wages average working 
family.” The reason for this, said, the poor state 
agriculture, which “much worse than would appear from 
the assurances uttered the chief personalities our po- 
litical life. Repeating the conclusions Lipinski and 
Okuniewski, asserted that the decline Polish agricul- 
ture started with the beginning collectivization and the 
adoption the “Stalinist method 


“From the example Soviet kolkhozes could have 
observed their most striking form all those absurdities 
and those sad phenomena which now have our col- 
lectives. These are: small harvests, stagnation, constantly 
increasing mechanization, halt even decline live- 
stock production, high-handed administration, excessive 
number Party and Government functionaries preying 
like parasites the living body the kolkhoz, low 
allotted wage resulting eager search for extra-kolkhoz 
sources income (the private plot, seasonal work 
various industries, 


implied that the old policy compulsory collectivi- 
zation had amounted legalized robbery. But the new 
“voluntary” method collectivization now being pursued 
only “topsy-turvy compulsion.” granting credits and 
tax concessions kolkhozes the State only subsidizes in- 
efficiency and alienates the “honest, hard-working” peas- 
ants whom should seek attract. Zochowski entered 
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Mass attendance for religious procession Czestochowa, August 26, 1956. Photo from Slowo Powszechne, the organ the “Progressive 


Catholic” movement, (Warsaw), September 


strong defense the kulaks, saying that they “pay in- 
comparably more their laborers and seasonal help than 
the State farms their workers.” 


Attack State-Run Dairies 


Centralized control agriculture was also being ques- 
tioned another sector. The Peasant Self-Help Asso- 
ciation (ZSCH) advocated that dairy plants given back 
the peasants and run concerns under 
cooperative management (Radio Warsaw, October 2). 
Witold Mierzejewski, Chairman the ZSCH Poznan 
Province, said interview that peasants are the “right- 
ful owners” the dairies and that since were na- 
tionalized 1950 have seen the growth tremen- 
dous bureaucracy all fields dairy Before 
nationalization, said, the average establishment employed 
four five people, but since then the number has gone 

said that the Central Board ZSCH had discussed 
the question its recent plenary meeting and rejected 
three alternative proposals made the Ministry Pur- 
chasing. The basic difficulty the regime’s recent abolition 
compulsory milk deliveries, which means that dairy 
plants under State operation will longer assured 
milk supply. “We think the peasants should decide these 
matters themselves. Under circumstances 
problem dairy cooperatives decided from behind 


desk, whether the central, provincial even district 


Balance Trade Slipping 

Poland facing difficulties its foreign trade, according 
Minister Foreign Trade Dabrowski. reporting 
committee the Sejm September (Trybuna Ludu, 
September 30), revealed that during the Six Year Plan 
Poland fell short its export target 2.3 billion rubles, 
while the same time exceeding its planned volume 
imports. The country imported four million tons grain 
above the Plan, large extra quantities iron ore and crude 
oil, and was forced spend “considerable sums” in- 
creased imports for the armament industry. finance 
the import surplus, Poland increased its debt the USSR 
1.5 billion rubles and also borrowed 300 million rubles 
from “capitalist” countries. (The ruble and the zloty are 
valued officially four the dollar, but their real pur- 
chasing power considerably less. 

disclosed that coal exports—Poland’s major source 
foreign exchange—are decreasing. Exports were 
million tons 1950, million 1955, about million 
1956, and are expected drop 14.5 million 1958. 
Their present distribution follows (in millions tons 
countries, 6.5; USSR, 6.3; Czechoslovakia, 3.7: 
Soviet Zone Germany, 2.6; Hungary, 0.4; 
slavia, 0.2. 


and Yugo- 
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Among imports, one the biggest items iron ore. This 
will amount 4.5 million tons 1956 and increase 
million tons 1960. Nonferrous metals and raw materials 
for light industry are also imported large quantities. 
Imports machinery are twice high exports. Even 
agriculture has negative balance: 1956 Poland earned 
million rubles from the export agricultural products 
while spending 466 million rubles imports grain, farm 
machinery and fertilizer. Dabrowski described the overall 
situation “complicated.” 


New Soviet Loan 


agreement signed September 18, announced 
Radio Warsaw September 22, the USSR granted 
Poland short-term loan 100 million rubles gold and 
commodities, repaid within four years two percent 
annual interest. The USSR also agreed extend beyond 
1960 the present time limit for repayment previous 
credits totalling 810 million rubles, and accept indus- 
trial articles repayment the 1947-49 loans instead 
gold and hard currency. 

The official press hailed the new loan (which was men- 
tioned regime leaders early July) significant 


instance “fraternal Soviet Radio Warsaw, Sep- 
tember 23, stated that only the promise Soviet help had 

made possible guarantee percent rise the liv- Banner reads “Working Together for the Building Socialism.” 
ing standard the current Five Year Plan. Trybuna Ludu Bureaucrat worker: “Oh, you won't able keep up, Com- 
(Warsaw), September 23, was equally enthusiastic. The rade, you able keep up.” 

newspaper said that the USSR would send Poland fats Front page Szpilki (Warsaw), September 30, 1956 


well rubber and copper which “were very difficult 
obtain the world market, especially since capitalist coun- 
the “Month” were scarce, and even Trybuna Ludu, the 
tries demanded gold and free currency for them. 

arty daily, was sparing its discussions “mutual 
friendship.” note crept into most 
commentaries and tone “non-worship” prevailed. 
instance, Trybuna Ludu, September 16, published so- 


“Part the credits will receive gold, which will 
enable find the most advantageous sources pur- 
chase the world market. know how important 
for have foreign currencies. Our balance pay- 


ments and the need reduce our coal exports 

his impressions the USSR follows: “Nobody can 
makes more difficult acquire foreign currencies, par- 
ticularly the so-called free currencies. The USSR’s agree- say that the situation hasn’t changed for the better the 
ment that repayment [previous] loans can made past three years. However, private and Party 
industrial articles instead gold free currency conversations, often said that the the 
considerable contribution the improvement Po- Twentieth Congress are being implemented too slowly 
land’s financial situation. Finally, the four-year ex- certain fields.” Kowalewski also passed the remark that 


tension the repayment 810 million rubles also the Soviet press showed increasing signs “restoring 
small relief.” 


Soviet society cultural values which has not known for 


” 
years. 
Polish-Soviet Friendship Month! Radio Warsaw, September commented that the thaw 
Polish-Soviet Friendship Month began usual Sep- help improve Polish-Soviet relations because 
tember and the inaugural ceremonies were conducted would remove the “excess paint and veneer which had 
the adulatory spirit which has characterized all such cele- disfigured these relations,” and Slowo Powszechne (War- 
brations the postwar years. Central Committee Secretary saw), the organ pro-regime Catholics, stated Sep 
Witold Jarosinski, who spoke behalf the Party tember 15: 
Warsaw rally, uttered number well-worn cliches de- ‘In the the field 
scribing the USSR the “standard bearer Marxism- relations. Too little attention was paid 
Leninism,” etc., and was only later the month that 
thi elements Polish political thought which bade our nation 
the difference between this year’s celebrations and earlier 


enter upon the road alliance with the 
Instead, were satisfied with making laudatory com- 
ments honor the USSR and with mechanically imi- 
tating Soviet economic experiences, policy which occa- 
sionally proved disastrous.” 


ones began appear clearly. 

The most striking change was the attitude the press, 
which, the whole, showed restraint its praise the 
USSR. The emphasis was more information and less 
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new feature the celebrations was propaganda for 
improving Polish-Ukrainian relations. During the month 
Ukrainian singers and dance groups visited Poland, and 
September the regime set aside special “Day 
Ukrainian Culture.” 


Employment Restricted Cities 

prevent rural dwellers from flocking nearby cities 

trend which has created shortage agricultural 
manpower—the regime has set new limitations em- 
ployment towns. According government decree 
announced Glos Pracy (Warsaw), September 20, work 
places towns must give job priority permanent resi- 
dents and can employ 
dents only with the authorization the people’s councils. 
The communique stated that “rural inhabitants seeking 
work should offered jobs State farms, tractor sta- 


tions, forestry, mining and is, sectors 
badly need additional manpower. towns where 
there are insufficient number jobs for women but 


vacancies for men, the people’s councils are authorized 
advise managers transfer men from posts which 
could occupied women. The new regulations 
not apply managerial personnel, teachers, skilled health 
service workers graduates higher 
schools. They also not apply fact the mining 
town Katowice towns the Western Territories, 
where workers are needed and where the people’s councils 
have been authorized hire persons from other provinces 
fill jobs which cannot filled from local manpower 
reserves. 

The policy limiting the number urban dwellers 
No. 33, 1956) restricting the right temporary and 
permanent residence number towns persons 
whose “stay indispensable for social economic rea- 
Sztandar Mlodych, August 12, explained that this 
regulation was intended alleviate the difficult housing 
situation cities. 


sons.” 


Customs Exemptions 

Radio Warsaw announced October that certain 
classes persons can obtain exemptions from duty ar- 
ticles received from abroad. These include sick persons un- 


Conversion Armament Industry 


English language broadcast from Warsaw August 
gave details the contribution Poland’s armament in- 
dustry expected make nonmilitary production during 
the Five Year Plan. Articles produced the con- 
verted plants include: KN-35 tractors, mowing machines 
(16,000 1960), digging machines (120,000 during the 
Plan period), other agricultural machinery, sewing ma- 
chines (120,000 1956), washing machines (45,000 
1956), refrigerators, motorcycles, bicycles, excavators, ma- 
chine tools and various chemicals. 


able work, those institutions and others “very bad 
material circumstances.” Foreign students Poland may 
obtain exemptions 2,000 zloty. 

Another broadcast October gave list articles 
generally exempt from duty: articles used during 
travel (clothing, watches, toilet articles, books, cameras, 
sports equipment and tools), food and fruit kilo- 
grams, gifts, the property repatriates, 
herited from relatives abroad. 


and articles in- 


Censorship Decreased 


change postal regulations which went into effect 
September eased censorship mail sent abroad 
(Trybuna Ludu, September 26). Previously, 
letters addressed foreign countries had posted 
unsealed; now they can closed and mailed directly. 
(Special permission still required, however, for mailing 
currency, and letters containing enclosures currency 
value must shown the post office.) Although the 
new regulations signify definite step towards liberaliza- 
tion, the regime apparently continues reserve the right 
inspect, seize delay delivery letters and telegrams 
“in cases foreseen This right was the subject 
March 1955 communications decree which, far, has 
not been rescinded. 


Czechoslovakia 
Party Defines Task Trade Unions 


plenary session the Central Committee, held 
September 25-27, President Zapotocky delivered report 
the tasks the trade unions. decried union slug- 
gishness implementing the new Five Year Plan and 
admitted that “the vast majority the workers today are 
dissatisfied with the trade union also 
admitted that wage disputes sometimes lead strikes, 
and blamed this fact the failure unions explain 
“the question against whom one strikes 

The Committee adopted decision hewing firmly 
the old Stalinist line. stressed the primacy Party 
and State over all other interests and attacked “the pen- 
etration hostile propaganda into the ranks the trade 
union movement.” Radio Prague, Sept. 28, quoted it: 

“The task the trade unions has been frequently 
understood the trade unions’ mission were 
defend the interests the workers their Socialist 

State. The present task the trade 

unions lead the broadest masses the working people 

active participation Socialist construction, and thus 
improve continually their material welfare, strengthen 


against 


the unity the working class, educate people the spirit 
Socialism, and this way bring life Lenin’s thesis 
that the trade 
school management, school Communism.” 


unions are school administration, 


Revision Social Insurance 


The Central Committee also heard Frantisek Zupka, 
Chairman the Council Trade Unions, report 
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“We fixed for you only yesterday 


The 
changes are provide “substantial increase” sickness 
insurance and pension benefits. “More than two thirds 
employed persons will receive during sickness percent 
their net wages.” 


the proposed reorganization national insurance. 


Old-age and disability pensions “will 
vary between and percent gross earnings.” 
benefits will also increased. Women will 
pensioned after years employment, and men 
the age 60. Family allowances will also increased. 
The changes were estimated affect 700,000 people un- 
der the pension law and 115,000 families. Their total 
cost, said Zupka, will one billion koruny annually. 

Rude Pravo pointed out October that the insurance 
system also functions “an incentive production and 
the productivity labor.” 


“This 18 why the e+ proposes to grade insurance benefits 
such manner encourage and reward greater out- 
put; give higher rewards those who work hon- 
estly, and penalize those who absent themselves float 
from one job another. This why proposed that 
sickness benefits percent paid employees who 
have been working for least years the same enter- 
This principle will apply January 1957. 
the preceding period, all terms employment will 


prise. 


considered have been served only one enterprise. 
Absentees will penalized forfeiting certain extra 
payments and other ways.” 


Coal Production Lagging 


The press and radio have been giving almost daily at- 
tention growing deficit production. the 
first half 1956 the industry claimed have produced 
more than 500,000 tons above the planned quantity, al- 
though most the surplus was evidently brown coal 
rather than the more vital bituminous coal. During the 
summer the surplus decreased. the end August the 
industry was still 135,000 tons above its plan target, but 
the Ostrava-Karvina basin—main producer bituminous 


coal—was showing deficit 10,000 tons. During Sep- 


ro 


why the devil did you have start using right away?” 


Dikobraz (Prague), August 1950 


tember sharp decline occurred. Total production for 
the month was 146,000 tons less than planned, and Os- 
trava-Karvina was 135,000 tons behind (Radio Prague, 
September and October 8). 

The trend was serious enough that October 
Minister Fuel Jonas and Minister Manpower Tesla 
called press conference Prague. They told reporters 
that the coal shortage was threatening the regime’s eco- 
nomic program, particularly the expansion electric 
power production. While there was enough brown coal, 
the deficit hard coal now amounted 157,000 tons. The 
causes, said Jonas, were poor work control the mines, 
under-utilization machines (scores new coal cutting 
machines had been imported from West Germany this 
year, but large proportion them were idle), and 
shortage manpower. 

For weeks the authorities had been trying recruit 
miners, without much September they 
had enlisted factories, national committees, unions and 
the Czechoslovak Youth League special drive for more 
workers (Radio Prague, September 21). Jonas told the 
press conference that 10,000 new miners will needed 
before the end the year replace brigade workers 
(temporary volunteers) whose contracts are expiring. 
indicated that the manpower problem will chronic 
one until the number permanent miners can in- 


success. 


creased. 

is, most the new workers will have ob- 
tained from other industries, and delegations miners 
are being sent factories appeal the employees for 
help. October Radio Bratislava announced that 
more than 2,500 soldiers who are being demobilized “have 
decided enter the mining industry.” 


Trials 


Three women and two men accused forging student 
“resolutions” were tried before the Prague regional court 
September 25-26 and found guilty (Rude Pravo, Sep- 
tember 27). They were arrested June, not long after 


all 


the student demonstrations May (see NBIC, July, pp. 
40-45) evident attempt the regime disguise 
its lack student support. The five were: Jaroslav 
cek, 57, former colonel the General Staff and agent 
the British intelligence service during the Second World 
War,” said the leader the group; Bozena 
43; Vaclav Slavicek, 62; Zdenka Kaclova, 40; and Ka- 
terina Drozdova, 51. 

“At the beginning May obtained student 
resolution from the Prague mathematics and physics col- 
lege. Hajicek drew leaflet based this resolution. 
The leaflet contained points which had nothing com- 
mon with the claims put forward the students. Hajicek 
signed with ‘students Prague schools.’ also wrote 
several versions letters sent with the leaflets 
various factories, offices, unions and private persons. 
these letters Hajicek and company appealed elected offi- 
employees enterprises and individuals start 
demagogic campaign with the aim, for example, com- 
pelling the government grant fantastic salary increases 
and price cuts.” 


All were found guilty and sentenced imprisonment: 
Hajicek, three years, Plchova, two years, Slavicek, six 
months, and Drozdova and Kaclova, three months. 
addition, Hajicek, and Slavicek forfeited their 
civil rights. 

Slovak student who participated the demonstra- 
tions Bratislava told Radio Free Europe that the de- 
mands contained the leaflets “came from the ranks 
the students and not from the ranks some Western 
agents.” She was Hana Kuzmova, medical student 
who crossed into West Berlin August. 


Two Bishops Released 


Radio Prague announced October that two Ro- 
man Catholic bishops, imprisoned for five years charges 
treason, have been permitted rest home 
Slovakia. They were Msgr. Jan Vojtassak, 79, former 
Bishop Zips, and Msgr. Michale Buzalka, 71, Auxiliary 
Bishop Trnava. They received long sentences 1951, 
along with several other Church officials. 


Bulgaria 


Very Cautious Destalinization 


Bulgarian Communists have maintained carefully con- 
trolled response the anti-Stalin line laid down the 
Soviet leaders last February. plenary meeting the 
Central Committee April obediently denounced the 
the and forced the resignation Premier 
Chervenkov, and steps were taken rehabilitate Traicho 
Kostov and his associates, but there has been general 
such occurred Poland and Hungary. 

September the Party Central Committee issued two 
“decisions” evaluating progress since April 
Delo September 19). One them dealt with the 
rehabilitation Kostov (NBIC, October, 56). The 
other was survey “the work carried out the liquida- 
tion the cult the individual.” Although hailing the 


reaction the new line bright manifestation 


unity and force,” the decision went imply 


considerable disunity, hinting continued ferment among 


the Party rank and file: 


“Under the guise condemning the cult the individ- 
ual, attempts have been made deny reduce the impor- 
tance our great successes Socialist building, strike 
the prestige the Central Committee, shake the workers’ 
faith the Party leadership and its correct policy Alien, 
casual and careerist elements have penetrated the ruling 
Party. Such Party members manifest insta- 
bility and unprincipled attitude whenever the Party takes 
sharp turn. They vield hostile influence easily and be- 
come the propagators alien, bourgeois and petit-bourgeois 
concepts. The weak ideological and political training 
section the Party membership another important 
reason for the political instability some Party members.” 


The decision made clear that, far, the Party hier- 
archy has rejected the lead its brethren Poland and 
Hungary and has refused allow any questioning basic 

“There can place for liberalism 
tion when the Party must defended against the ma- 
chinations and slanders its outward enemies, when 
n.ust put resistance against those who are using the 
language the enemy within the Party. Any attempt 
present this resistance tendency choke criticism 
unjustified and harmful.” 


The decision went list the tasks that lie ahead. 
These include: “further consolidation Socialist legality” 
and the supervision the Militia State Prosecutors; 
elevation the National Assembly “the 


organ the people’s government” with discussion im- 


highest 


portant questions “from all sides”; broadening the work 


and authority the people’s councils; strengthening 
unity between workers and peasants and the “most active 
participation” public life members the Bulgarian 


Agrarian Union Fatherland Front party 


New Line Science? 


The practical endorsement cautious, only mildly 
“liberal” line could seen editorial Rabot- 
nichesko Delo September attacking the backwardness 
Bulgarian science: 


hindered 
the cult the individual, the substitution quotations 


“Scientific development has 


from the classics for argument and factual analysis, lack 
profound scientific criticism, inadequate creative at- 
mosphere, blind submission authority, prejudiced atti- 
Soviet 
Union and nihilistic view the heritage progressive 


tude toward scientific achievements outside the 


bourgeois 


The paper advocated that scientific personnel libera- 
ted from the 
they make mistakes” and that “our scientific workers learn 
think for themselves.” 


that they will publicly censured 


This does not mean succumbing 
the “bourgeois-liberal interpretation freedom” that 
the Party must abdicate its leading role. Instead should 
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combat “alien views” with “facts argument” 
rather than with “quotations and appellations” the 
past. short, the Party supervise the liquidation its 
own errors, intensifying its “educational work” among 
scientific cadres, “focussing attention the organized 
study Party documents creative seminars” and 
making its supervision scientific institutes “more con- 


crete.” 


Romania 


New Type Collective 


The press has been publicizing new type farm col- 
lective designed appeal medium peasants. Its novel 
feature that offers them rent for the land they contrib- 
ute. described Rominia Libera Septem- 
ber 25, the members contribute all their land the farm 
but retain title it. They also contribute their cattle, 
tools and sum cash for each hectare, but they are 
paid back installments for the animals and tools. 
The farm’s output—after obligatory deductions—is dis- 
tributed among the members, percent according 
days worked and percent according land 
contributed. Those wishing withdraw from the collective 
are receive the “equivalent” the land they contribute 
plus half the money. The newspaper said that one such 
collective has been established the Craiova region. 


New Pension Decree 


The National Assembly has approved new pen- 
sion” decree which apparently extends old age and disa- 
bility coverage groups workers hitherto excluded 

Radio Bucharest, September 27). provides that women 
and men who have been employed for least 
five years since August 23, 1944, and are not covered 
social insurance, well certain classes invalids, are 
eligible for social pensions. The previous law required 
years prior employment for women and for men, and 
did not count time worked farming when 
employed. Thus the new law seems extend coverage 
the industrial and white-collar groups that have developed 
under the present regime. also includes survivor bene- 
fits, but their coverage does not differ significantly from that 
the previous law. 


Danube Protocol with Yugoslavia 


Discussions took place between Romanian and Yugo- 
slav experts from September October the pro- 
posed construction dam the Danube the Iron 
Gates. Radio Bucharest announced October that 
protocol had been signed the representatives contain- 
ing proposals for the establishment mixed Romanian- 
Yugoslav commission coordinate further research and 
for the drafting technical-economic memorandum. 
The protocol, expressing complete agreement the ex- 
perts, will submitted the governments the two 
countries. 


Area 


Intensified Yugoslav-Bloc Relations 


The past weeks have marked notable intensification 
the relations between Yugoslavia and the entire Soviet bloc, 
and apparent increase Yugoslav pressure the 
Satellites toward liberalization, despite the USSR’s distaste 
for such pressure and reluctance for such liberalization. 
The most dramatic series events began with the sudden 
trip Belgrade Soviet Party Secretary Nikita Khrush- 
chev September 19. “The visit,” said Borba (Belgrade) 
September 23, personal nature for the pur- 
pose rest. natural assume that during his stay 
and Yugoslav leaders would discuss questions mutual 
interest.” The questions discussed were apparently the 
most intense interest, for September Tanyug, the 
Yugoslav press agency, announced that six hours previously 
President Tito accompanied his wife, Vice President 
Aleksander Rankovic, and Djuro Pucar, had flown off 
the USSR with Khrushchev. September 30, Tass an- 
nounced that the party had been joined Yalta Erno 
Gero, the Hungarian First Party Secretary, who had been 
vacationing the Soviet Union. 

presumed that the major subject discussed 
was Soviet opposition Yugoslav pressure the Satellites 
liberalize, and determination continue. 
Borba, September 30, stressing the fact that disagreement 
implied break relations, stated: 

“The private trip Khrushchev Yugoslavia doubt- 
less offered occasion for sincere exchange opin- 
ions regarding problems joint interest, and, particularly, 
regarding those problems still outstanding within the scope 
international and inter-Party relations. can sup- 
posed that such informal exchange opinion continues 
now the not unusual that, addition 
wide degree harmony many matters interna- 
tional policy and mutual relations—harmony clearly visi- 
ble many important documents signed the past and 
this year—there should also exist between Yugoslavia and 
the Soviet Union certain open problems and certain differ- 
ences views, primarily concerning some problems 
ideological nature. any rate, that efforts 
made discuss such open problems direct and 
candid way.” 

Borba made clear that the discussions touched upon 
letter which, has been widely reported, was recently 
sent from the the Soviet Party the Satellite Par- 
ties. This letter apparently warned the Parties against be- 
ing too much influenced the Communist 
League, stressed that the Soviet Party remained the bell- 
wether for all Communist Parties and even, according 
some reports, said that the Yugoslav League, because 
its Social Democratic elements, was not considered 
true Communist organization. Borba, commenting the 
letter, rather disingenuously implied that was all right 
only internal Party directive, and added mild re- 
buke: 

“When representative the [Yugoslav] Foreign Af- 
fairs Secretariat was asked what knew this letter 


4 
tac 
int 
=e 
a 
= 
7 
ly 
§ 
| 


answered that the letter apparently existed, but that 
were not acquainted with its contents. [He added]: “There 
nothing unusual the Soviet Party informing this 
way its membership its views concerning various 
problems, including information our mutual relation- 
ship. Likewise, the normal privilege the Yugoslav 
side have its own opinion with respect various prob- 
lems, which need not always harmony with the 
opinions some other side.’ not known the letter, 
which allegedly deals with Yugoslavia, has been sent 
some Communist Parties abroad has been stated the 
world press. However, would useful discuss pub- 
licly and constructive manner all problems which 
the international workers’ movement interested.” 


very probable that the subject Yugoslav repatri- 
ates was also brought the discussions. Many these 
persons, who left Yugoslavia after the 1948 break because 
Stalinist conviction Soviet-oriented opportunism, 
have recently returned Yugoslavia. Some them were 
promptly imprisoned the Yugoslavs, and there were 
criticisms the Tito government this score Mos- 
cow’s Pravda, well French and Italian Communist 
periodicals. 

article Ljudska Pravica (Ljubljana) September 
made clear that the Yugoslavs not feel open criti- 
cism the matter, nor are going accept such criticism 
without protest. The article rehearsed the wrongs done 
Yugoslavia Stalinist policy, and the crimes “some 
people our country, partly weaklings, cowardly and 
fickle, partly scoundrels, careerists and speculators, who 
approved Stalin’s campaign against Socialist 
stated that most the returned persons were not ar- 
rested, but that 16.6 percent those who returned have 
been sentenced for “grave violations the laws.” 

The article did not specifically mention Pravda’s criti- 
cism. did mention the Trieste Communist newspaper 
Lavoratore, and stated that those who have criticized 
Yugoslavia this matter “prove that their former anti- 
Cominform standpoint has not changed.” 


Poland 


might expected, there has been the greatest de- 
gree friendliness and mutual admiration between Yugo- 
slavia and Poland, the country the bloc farthest along 
liberalization (and the country where anti-Titoist attacks 
during the period estrangement were least frequent and 
least vicious). recent weeks, contacts 
(following the September visit the Polish parliamentary 
delegation) included the following. Polish members the 
new Yugoslav-Polish Commission for Scientific-Technical 
Cooperation arrived Belgrade September 18. Sep- 
tember Radio Warsaw reported that the Commission 
had signed agreement cooperation the previous day. 
Radio Warsaw, October announced the departure 
delegation working youth from Nowa Huta Yugo- 
slavia the invitation Yugoslav industrial establish- 
ment. Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), October reported that 
Polish trade union delegation headed Trade Union 
Central Council Chairman Wiktor Klosiewicz had de- 
parted for Yugoslavia. 


October Radio Warsaw announced that Yugo- 
youth delegation had arrived Nowa Huta. Oc- 
tober parliamentary delegation left for 
Poland, and three days later was followed delegation 
the Yugoslav Executive for Legislative Mat- 
ters, branch the executive. 


Yugoslav 


Comments members the Polish parliamentary 
delegation after their return underlined the fascination 
Yugoslavia holds for Poland experimentin 
heady wine liberalization. Trybuna Ludu, 
21, printed number such statements: 


“Deputy Speaker Stanislaw said, ‘One the 
most characteristic features present-day Yugoslavia 
the independent thinking problems the construction 
Socialist forms life, and the courage conduct inde- 
pendent experiments this field. This feature has turned 


with the 


September 


Yugoslavia into one the most interesting countries 

“Member Parliament Kiejstut Zemajtis, Minister 
Metallurgy and Foundries, declared, ‘It was with the great- 
est interest that studied the methods running indus- 
try worked out and being used Yugoslavia. Since the 
general line along which our Yugoslav comrades are solv- 
ing this problem—democratization and decentralization 
economic basic importance us, there can 
doubt that although number problems are being 
solved there different manner than our country, 
the utilization Yugoslav experience can great as- 
sistance e to us.” 


Another comment, however, indicated Polish pride 
the extreme degree its current political liberalization, 
claiming Poland was advance Yugoslavia this re- 
gard: ‘In general, one can say that Yugoslavia has out- 
distanced regard democratization the forms 
the other hand, the situation differ- 
ent regard the scope democratization the forms 
political 

The Yugoslav press has generally expressed gratification 
the course liberalization Poland, although recent 
comment the subject has been sparse, perhaps avoid 


economic life. 


embarrassing Polish leaders Moscow. 


Hungary 


Since the fall Rakosi and the upsurge ferment 
Hungary, relations between the two countries have notably 
improved. 
Yalta, have included the following: delegation the 
Hungarian Metal Workers Trade Union arrived Yugo- 
slavia for two-week visit September 24; delegation 
Yugoslav jurists toured Hungary early September, 
and visit Hungary Yugoslav parliamentary dele- 


Recent contacts, addition Gero’s trip 


gation has been projected. Most important recent con- 
tacts was the visit Belgrade October group 
representing the Hungarian Party for meeting with the 
leaders the Yugoslav Communist League. The Hun- 
garians were First Secretary Erno Gero, the then 
Andras Hegedus, Antal Apro, Janos Kadar and Istvan Ko- 
vacs; all were Politburo members. presumed that 
the talks were intended plot the further amelioration 
Yugoslav-Hungarian relations after the recent concessions 
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and gestures Hungary: the removal Rakosi and the 
rehabilitation and reburial Rajk and his fellow defend- 
ants. (see 35) 

The Hungarians, however, have far reserved the right 
criticize Yugoslavia Yugoslavia has criticized Hun- 
gary; the current ferment, apparently, permits criticism 
even anti-Stalinist symbols. September 28, Radio 
Budapest broadcast some remarks Zoltan Vas, Chair- 
man the Hungarian Agricultural Collectives Association, 
who had recently been Yugoslavia. Among other things, 
he said: 

many areas, Hungary more advanced than Yugo- 
slavia. Our papers are freer discuss matters, our living 
standard 10-15 percent higher, and our peasants have 
better life than the peasants Yugoslavia. would 

great mistake adopt Yugoslav experience mechan- 
ically. comrades have advised adopt their 
experiences boldly but with the greatest care and caution, 
after giving much thought the experiences prevailing 
Hungary.” 


Czechoslovakia 


Although there has been steady increase 
and continued 
pointed criticism Yugoslavia the very moderate de- 
liberalization permitted the Czechoslovak regime. 


economic contacts, there has also been 


Among the recent contacts, after the Yugoslav parliamen- 


tary delegation’s September visit, have been: Yugoslav 
trade union delegation arrived Czechoslovakia Oc- 
tober four days later Yugoslav youth delegation ar- 


rived, having come get acquainted with the work the 
Czechoslovak Youth 
nounced that group power experts would 
visit Czechoslovakia later the month the invitation 
the Ministry Power. 


League: October was an- 


typical example Yugoslav criticism was article 
Politika September 30, dealing with speech 
Czechoslovak President Zapotocky the role trade 
The unlike Po- 
and Hungary, has continued insist the trade 


Czechoslovak regime, those 


unions 
land 
unions adjuncts production rather than real repre- 


sentatives the workers’ interests. The article commented: 


“One question arises. how one should understand 


partnership trade unions (representatives workers 


and management (representative the State)? The class- 


ical explanation that the partnership instru- 


ment the working class. But how possible for that 
party which possesses the power enter into partnership 
with another which only the apparatus that power. 
Thus, the conclusion can drawn that basic ques- 
tion has not been answered spite many explanations, 
i.e., the place trade unions Czechoslovakia. Therefore 
the discussion this connection has probably not yet been 


finished. must take new tone.” 


Another article Borba, the same date, sharply criti- 
cized those Czechoslovakia “who are frightened the 


results decentralization who try stop develop- 


ment contemporary forces because they want main- 
tain obsolete but still vigorous forms life.” 


Bulgaria 


Bulgaria continues draw Yugoslav criticism, despite 
various efforts placate Tito (without actually permitting 
liberalization). Although recent Bulgarian parliamentary 
delegation headed Party First Secretary Todor Zhivkov 
and First Deputy Premier Georgi Chankov held high level 
talks Belgrade, clear that Tito continuing his 
pressure for change Bulgaria. 

The parliamentary delegation, which left Sofia Sep- 
tember for two week stay, had been originally sched- 
uled make its visit (returning that Yugoslav dele- 
gation) last May. that time was announced that the 
Yugoslavs had refused entry two 
attached the delegation, one delegate and one sec- 
retary, and the visit had been cancelled. Although de- 
tails were released, presumed that the two men had 
been too virulently anti-Titoist the period the break. 

The visit resulted the re-establishment official re- 
lations between the Bulgarian Party and the Yugoslav 
Communists, and the official communique was worded 
terms general mutual approval. The Yugoslavs made 
clear, however, that such terms were merely pro forma, 
and that there were still deep areas disagreement. 
Radio Belgrade, October 11, stated (in Bulgarian) 


“The visit the Bulgarian Parliamentary delegation, 
therefore, can evaluated only positively. However, this 
positive evaluation does not imply that all fundamental 
and major questions mutual relations have been solved. 

The rather general 
munique, expressing simply 


language the official 
the 
further cooperation equality, mutual respect and non- 
interference internal affairs, which are today clearly 


com- 


mutual desire 


accepted methods Socialist collaboration and confirmed 
principles Yugoslav foreign policy, cannot conceal the 
fact that the Belgrade talks there have been difficulties, 
differences and impure concepts various essential ques- 
tions Socialist theory and practice. Therefore, accord- 
ing the opinion political observers acquainted with 


Yugoslav conditions, the process mutual acquaintance 


and understanding, beginning policy real col- 
laboration, will long one.” 


Romania 


October was announced Bucharest that First 
Party Secretary Gheorghe and Premier 
Chivu Stoica would visit Belgrade sometime later Oc- 
tober. Presumably the discussions are meant continue 
those carried when Tito visited Bucharest last June. 

Other recent contacts have included talks the future 
development the Danubian Iron Gates area for hydro- 
electric power, visit Bucharest delegation Yugo- 
slav People’s Committees September 25, the arrival 
Romanian students’ delegation Belgrade October 
and the preparation trade and payments agreement 
and technical and scientific cooperation agreement. 
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Moscow and the Communist Party 
India, John Kautsky (Technology 
Press, MIT and John Wiley: $6.00). 
The author’s purpose this penetrating 
work trace the formulation strat- 
egy India’s Communist Party and 
assess the role played Soviet and Chi- 
nese Communists its development. 
the outset, Mr, Kautsky channels inter- 
national Communist strategy into three 
main categories: right strategy which 
regards imperialism and feudalism 
Communism’s main enemies; left strat- 
egy which directed against capitalism 
and the bourgeoisie; neo-Maoist strat- 
egy which subtly blends the other two. 
Then, relying almost exclusively offi- 
cial regime statements, the author demon- 
strates how faithfully shifts CPI strat- 
egy have mirrored corresponding strategy 
shifts originating the Kremlin. Going 
beyond Indian Communism alone, this 
study exposes the methods which Mos- 
cow masterminds the entire scope 
international Communist strategy. Exten- 
sive footnotes and index. 


The Northern Sea Route and the Econ- 
omy the Soviet North, Constantine 
Krypton (Praeger: $5.00). The Soviet 
government has since its beginning ex- 
hibited active interest the Arctic 
Zone. Official statements explain this in- 
terest the grounds that the regime 
anxious develop the natural resources 
the area, erect meteorological sta- 
tions and Sovietize the backward mi- 
norities there. The author maintains that 
these are only partial explanations for 
Soviet activity the North. Mr. Kryp- 
ton suggests that modern technical ad- 
vances have provided relatively land- 
locked nation with potentially valuable 
sea outlet the North. Furthermore, 
command over Arctic air space provides 
the USSR with more direct path 
vital centers the United States. Bibli- 
ography and index. 


Let’s Fight Communism New Way, 
Bill Kochneff (Vantage: $2.00). Mr. 
Kochneff proposes, quite simply, that the 
way halt the spread Communism 
undersell the USSR the world mar- 
ket. The author would have law passed 
which would cut the cost manufac- 


tured items and foodstuffs fifty 
cent, and reduce wages proportionately. 
Only taking such drastic measures, 
the author maintains, can the United 
States compete with products 
the Soviet Union and the Satellite coun- 
tries. overall price reduction en- 
abling foreign countries increase their 
purchases from the United States would 
result, states, renewed admiration 
for and friendship with this nation. Mr. 
good intentions forwarding 
his panacea are overshadowed only 
his economic naivete. 


The Economies Soviet Steel, 
Gardner Clark (Harvard Univ.: 
The Soviet Union now second only 
the United States the production 
iron and steel. How such rapid economic 
advance has been achieved, and what 
are the basic questions the author 
answers this work. The study di- 
vided into four main sections: Part 


deals with the growth production and 
investment the iron, steel and allied 
industries; Part concerned with the 
problems specialization and the scope 
plants and equipment; Part covers 
location and development; while Part 
IV, the changing pattern productivity 
discussed. The author supplies volu- 
minous statistical data drawn almost en- 
tirely from Soviet sources. Extensive 
appendices, bibliography and index. 


The Emergence Russian Panslavism 
1856-1870, .chael Petrovich 
(Columbia Univ.: $5.00). Because the 
increasing importance the Slavic na- 


tions world affairs and because Pan- 
slavism plays role unifying the Satel- 
lite bloc, this study the original Pan- 
slavic movement has significance which 
goes beyond its historical 
though the author has tried not in- 
trude the present upon the past, 
dificult not draw parallels between 
Russian Panslavism then and now. For 
instance, the author states that early 
Russian Panslavism insisted 
formity the Russian way life. 
1956 “The non-Russian Slavic 
nations are unwilling submerge their 
own national identities larger ethnic 
union.” Bibliography and index. 


Recent and Related 


The White Nights, by Boris Sokoloff 
(Devin Adair: $3.75). The author’s ex- 
periences the Russian Revolution pro- 
vide the material for absorbing ac- 
count those turbulent days. Dr. Soko- 
loff relates various episodes which give 
his highly-individualized reactions the 
times. First, army physician, the 
doctor watched the Bolsheviks infiltrate 
and demoralize the troops. Later, 
delegate the Constituent Assembly, 
was involved the events surrounding 
the fall the Kerensky regime and him- 
self participated plot assassinate 
Lenin. 


Seviet Russian Nationalism, Fred- 
erick Barghoorn (Oxford 
$7.00). Despite the internationalist ele- 
ments Marxist ideology, the USSR is, 
the author contends, the most integrated 
and centralized nation-state ever ex- 
ist. The psychology this intense Soviet 
chauvinism, the uses made the 
regime, and the problems thereby gen- 
erated world affairs are thoroughly 
discussed. Professor Barghoorn describes 
Soviet nationalism “an often bewilder- 
ing combination traditional Great Rus- 
sian nationalism, 
Marxism and system rationalizations 
the political order which has taken 


shape since 1917.” Footnotes and index. 


The Church Soviet Russia, Mat- 
thew Spinka (Oxford lt niv.: $3.25). This 
history the Greek Orthodox Church 
Soviet Russia presents picture the 
progressive subordination Church 
State. The author outlines the struggle 
Patriarchs Tikhon and 


waged their efforts win autonomy 


which Sergei 
for their faith. Great concessions had 
made, however, order insure the 
very survival the Church the face 
the Communists’ religious persecution. 
Today, Church and State co-exist what 
Professor Spinka terms “strange alli- 
ance.” return for his support and 
cooperation with the State. the present 
Patriarch, 
amount latitude for the Church, and 


Alexei, has won certain 


also furthered his own personal ambi- 
tions control the entire Eastern Ortho- 
dox Church. Appendix, bibliography and 
index, 
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Tue Free was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe and Free Europe Press. The Committee’s efforts are focused the 
captive countries Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the 
Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, 
journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters—who have 
escaped from the Communist enslavement their native lands. 
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